
Coming International Prohibition Conference
By Edward Page Gaston, F. R. G. S.

It is now officially determined that
the Third International Prohibition
Conference will be held at Milan,
Italy, September 22-28 of next year.
These dates coincide with the Four-
teenth International Congress Against
Alcoholism for which the Italian gov-
ernment is issuing official invitations
to all of the governments of the world
to appoint accredited delegates to at-
tend.

A representative of the Internation-
al Prohibition Confederation' of Lon-
don purposes visiting Milan to- arrange
for prohibition headquarters, hotels,
etc. It is expected that the railways,
etc., will quote advantageous rates for
the special party which the confeder-
ation expects to conduct from Lon-
don, Paris and other points en route,
as well as for those attending the
congress generally. Prohibitionists
from many countries will be present.

Dr. Ferrari Francesco, of Milan, one
of the Italian vice presidents of the
confederation, and the honorary resi-
dent secretary of the congress, is
making advance arrangements, in con-
sultation with the committees in Ger-
many, Switzerland and England. His
Eminence the Archbishop of Milan
has promised his powerful co-opera-
tion in every way in order to make
the congress as complete a success as
the previous ones. The authorities
and citizens will probably observe
special festivities in honor of the con-
gress.

The preliminary program of the
Anti - Alcoholic Congress embraces
a number of attractive correlated fea-
tures. They include Pathology,
Moral Decadence, Medication, Eco-
nomics, Capitalization, Non-Alcoholic
Products, Industrialism, Substitutes
for Taverns, Housing, Baths, Restau-
rants, Probation Systems, Asylums,
Limitations of Sale, Education and
International Solidarity in the War
against Alcoholism.

The congress will not be of a dis-
cussional nature, and the effort of the
authorities will be to keep it absolute-
ly neutral; but the International Pro-
hibition Conference will of course re-
tain its usual freedom in these re-
spects, while observing the general
high plane of this congress, in com-
mon with its distinguished prede-
cessors.

Austrian and Swiss Endorsement.

In addition to the acknowledge-
ments or endorsements, of the Con-
federation’s Memorial-Petition for In-
ternational Prohibition as received
from the governments of Great Brit-
ain, Germany, Sweden, Belgium, Por-
tugal, the U. S. A., Mexico and other
countries, several sympathetic official
expressions have lately been received.

The Imperial and Royal Austro-
Hungarian Consul-General in Lon-
don writes that he “has pleasure in

informing you that according to a
communication just received from the
foreign office in Vienna, His Majesty,
the Emperor of Austria and Apostolic
King of Hungary has been graciously
pleased to accept a copy of Mr. Guy
Hayler’s work on prohibition and has
commanded that the same be placed
in the Imperial and Royal Library. I
am instructed to convey to you His
Majesty’s thanks for the work pre-
sented to him.”

The Chancellor of the Swiss confed-
eration writes from Berne:

The federal council has observed
with much interest the Memorial-
Petition annexed to your letter; and
the council is always interested in
any purposal indicating advances in
the sense of this Memorial. The
struggle against the abuse of alcohol
is organized in Switzerland by the
legislative acts as indicated by the
copies of the laws which we are send-
ing to you.

Lord Gladstone Approves.
The Governor-General’s office writes

from Cape Town:
I am desired by Lord Gladstone to

acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt
of your letter of the 16th of January.
It is needless to say that His Excel-
lency is in strong sympathy with the
cause of temperance. He is, how-
ever, unable to comply with your spe-
cific request, as it would involve mat-
ters of policy which devolve entirely
upon the responsible government.

In line with a suggestion made by
Lord Gladstone, the attention of Gen-
eral Botha, Premier of the Union of
South Africa, has accordingly been
directed to the matter by the confed-
eration.

Lord Denman Acts.
The official secretary of the com-

monwealth of Australia, writes from
Melbourne:

I am directed by His Excellency the
Governor-General to inform you that
a copy of your communication has
been forwarded to the Premiers of
each of the states of the common-
wealth for their information and any
action their governments may be dis-
posed to take in the matter.

In thus making and distributing
copies on his own initiative, Lord
Denman, as the Australian represen-
tative of His Majesty King George V.,
is rendering one of the most notable
services to the cause of prohibition
which has been extended officially in
recent years.

From Central America.
His Excellency, Manuel Enrique

Araujo, president of the republic of
El Salvador, writes personally from
San Salvador:

I am gratified to acknowledge your
attentive letter of the 16th of Janu-
ary accompanied by a Memorial on
the destruction of intoxicating sub-
stances throughout the world, which
I have read with every attention. The
accompanying documents have been
duly placed in our archives, as you
desire. For the purpose of co-oper-
ating in every sentiment of the noble

and humanitarian work which your
association has entered upon, I will
procure all of the necessary data, in-
vestigating this subject from the eth-
ical and social point of view, as the
Memorial so fitly recommended. Fe-
licitating your distinguished corpora-
tion, and wishing for it the best
success in its humanitarian labors, L
inscribe myself,” etc.

The Liquor Traffic
If the liquor traffic has a single

honest, impartial, disinterested advo-
cate on its side, the world has yet to
hear his testimony. Thus far the tes-
timony has all been against it. To
the ten thousand testimonies of oth-
ers, let us add that of the Scotch law-
advocate, as given in an address be-
fore the Social Science Association
at Aberdeen. He said:

“I do not venture to assert that ex-
cessive indulgence in strong drinks
will in every case certainly lead to
other immoralities, or to crime. But
no one who has had the experience
in dealing with the criminal classes of
the population can entertain the least
doubt that intemperance is the dead-
weight which keeps those classes sunk
in poverty and vice; that it is the
very atmosphere in which crime
thrives and spreads.”

Is it not a strange and terrible indif-
ference that tolerates such a destruc-
tive traffic in a Christian land?—
Evangelical Messenger.

Nebraska Results
John H. Morehead was elected the

next governor of Nebraska, defeating
Governor Aldrich, the Republican
candidate, by about 10,000 majority.
The rest of the Republican state tick-
et was elected. The state senate is
Republican, while the house is Dem-
ocratic. It is not believed the legis-
lature can repeal either the Alberts
law or the 8 o’clock law. The elec-
tion of Morehead is a victory for the
liquor forces. In winning this victory
they had the active, energetic sup-
port of at least four ministers, who
advocated Mr. Morehead’s election
by sending out letters in his behalf.

George W. Norris has been elected
United States senator, which should
make every temperance man rejoice.
Norris is counted on to give cordial
support to the Kenyon-Sheppard bill.

In some of the legislative districts
the drys won victories. Taking it all
in all, the good people of Nebraska
are pleased.

The new colored department of the
Anti-Saloon League of Maryland, with
Rev. D. DeWitt Turpean in charge,
has been opened. Its purposes have
been warmly commended by Dr.
Booker T. Washington.


