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The Way the Liquor Business Robs Labor
in Illinois Cities

It has frequently been shown by government sta-
tistics that the liquor industry gives employment to
fewer wage earners for the amount of capital invested
and the selling value of the product manufactured,
than any of the leading industries in the country.
Iron and steel, lumber, leather, paper and printing and
the manufacture of vehicles and furniture exceed the
liquor business in this respect four to eight times.

The United States census for 1910 produces fig-
ures showing the relative importance of some of the
leading manufacturing cities of Illinois based on the
value of manufactured products and the average num-
ber of wage earners employed. Known the chief manu-
factured product of these cities and the value of this
industry to the wage earner is very easily determined.
These figures furnish reliable information on the real
worth of the liquor business as an employer of labor
in our Illinois cities.

Cities Compared.
Av. No. of Value of

Cities Wage Earners Products
Peoria 5.981 $63,061,155
Rockford 9,309 22,265,740
Elgin 6,094 11,119,670
Aurora 5,095 10,954,175
Chicago Hts 3,953 10,839,268
Bloomington 2,077 4,867,930
Canton 1,262 2,941,626
Galesburg 1,465 2,919,091

It will be noted from the above table that the
average production per man in

Peoria was..- $6,774
Fockford 2,392
Elgin 1,823
Aurora 1,953
Chicago Hts 2,742
Bloomington 2,343
Canton 2,331
Galesburg 1,998

Making an average per man outside ofPeoria of $2,226.
It is well known that the principal production in

Peoria is whisky. It is the distilling center of the
United States, manufacturing about one-fifth of the
entire production of the country. If the output of
manufactured wares in Peoria had been legitimate

merchandise, the value of production, based on the
average of the seven leading manufacturing cities
above noted, would have given employment to 28,329
men as compared with 5,981. A considerable number
of the 5,981 men employed in Peoria are engaged in
the production of legitimate merchandise, so that the
estimate of 28,329 is conservative rather than over-
estimated.

Another interesting comparison is that the in-
crease of the value of manufactured products in Peoria
between 1904 and 1909 was 4.4 per cent, while in Rock-
ford the increase was 45.6 per cent. The increase in
the number of employees in Rockford was 28.6 per
cent.

Another phase of the question worthy of con-
sideration is the fact that the saloon draws many of its
patrons from the wage earning class. Whatever this
percentage may be, whether large or small, the wage
earner is not the only loser. These legitimate manu-
facturing concerns are made to suffer financial loss
wherever a considerable per cent of their employees
are drinking men.

The American Museum of Safety, of New Yo»k.
in its statement issued in 1911, shows that a large part
of the accidents in factories are caused by alcoholic
drink. Drink also cuts down the efficiency of the men
very materially.

Some day the business men of this country will
get tired of the immense waste caused by the liquor
traffic.

Corrected Election Returns
The official count has changed the election returns

from those given in our issue of November 22 as fol-
lows: In the Twenty-second district, Martin B. Bailey
is elected to the senate. In the Twenty-first district,
H. W. Harris, the Socialist candidate, is elected, in-
stead of Edwin T. Farrar. In the Twenty-third dis-
trict the committee counted out Geo. A. Miller and
gave the certificate to Geo. R. Bruce. A contest, how-


