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New Superintendent of Northern
District
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S. H. WIRSCHING
Rev. S. H. Wirsching has become the superin-

tendent of the Northern district of the Anti-Saloon
League of Illinois. Mr. Wirsching has been for nearly
four years the superintendent of the Western district,
with headquarters at Galesburg. He has proven him-
self to be a faithful League worker. He is an in-
defatigable worker.

He is willing to endure the hardships of the fight.
This work is war, and Mr. Wirsching is a good soldier.
He leaves the Western district in fine condition for his
successor. A substantial gain of county option votes,
as a result of the recent election, from that district,
tells the story of his good work.

Mr. Wirsching left a busy and successful pastorate
in his city of Chicago a few years ago to give his might
and mind to this battle. He is a strong platform man.
He understands the League’s fundamentals well, and
believes thoroughly in them. His greatest strength,
however, is his sincere interest in the church and his
great hatred for the saloon as the church’s greatest
enemy. We bespeak for him the co-operation of all
the enemies of this dreadful traffic. The headquarters
of the Northern district are at the state office, 1200

Security Building, Chicago.

A Fable
At the top of a hill there was a row of beautiful

homes, with broad, spacious grounds. Winding by
these homes and down the hill to the valley below led
a road. At the bend in the road was a spring.

One day a group of children came merrily out
of the grounds and down the road, laughing and chat-
tering in their childish glee at a holiday. Just before
reaching the spring, a few men came out of the

bushes and sprinkled poison in the spring. The chil-
dren in their innocence drank of the water, and in a
little while were stretched lifeless at the side of the
road. Then the men came out from the bushes and
carted them away, selling them for the chemicals in
their little bodies.

A few “visionary” men and women saw what was
going on and called to their fellows to come and by
force of law stop the gang that was poisoning the
spring.

“Oh, not by force,” said a good man. “Force is
out of harmony with the spirit of Christ’s teaching of
love.” One said, “That is partisan politics. The
church must not mix in politics.” Another one said,
“There are g-r-e-a-t questions of social justice to be
considered.”

“No, no,” said another, “each one of these men re-
duces our taxes by paying a thousand dollars a year in-
to our city treasury.”

Is not this the saloon?
Think it over!

Knock Out Saloon as Polling Place
Rev. Stuart B. Edmondson, pastor of the Evans-

ton- Avenue Methodist church, backed by the decent
voters of the precinct, prevented the locating of the
polling place in a saloon, as has been done in some
previous elections, in the election of November 5.
Good work! The saloons are entirely too much in evi-
dence in Chicago elections, as it is, without becoming
the actual polling places. Every patriotic citizen must
confess that it was to the advantage of good govern-
ment when the saloon was traded for the church as a
place wherein to cast the ballots for national and state
officers; if for no other reason than that the saloon
could not be legally used as a polling place. An ex-
change says:

The Evanston Avenue church has been used for many
purposes since its erection. Church services, social events,
funerals, weddings, musicales, concert, Tom Thumb wed-
dings, etc. But for the first time in its history it was used
as a voting place in the last presidential election.

The pastor and others in the Twenty-eighth precinct
objected to registering in the family entrance of the saloon
on the corner of Halsted and Roscoe streets. When the mat-
ter was brought to the attention of Judge Owens and the
election commissioners, they stated that no other place could
be obtained. The church was then offered.

It was explained that those who objected to going into
the saloon to vote, because the election law of the state of
Illinois states that the polling places shall not be in a place
where liquors are bought or sold, expressed a wish that some
other place might be obtained. For it was the desire of no
one to force some to go into a church unless they wished to.
But no other place could be obtained.

It was not against the law, therefore the church was of-
fered and used. Why not? The church in its day has served
many great purposes. It will always gladly lend itself to
defeat the saloon.

Government officers seized a car in Kansas City,
Missouri, containing sixty barrels of whisky and sixty
barrels of beer consigned to fictitious persons at Tulsa,
Oklahoma. Five arrests were made on two complaints
—fictitious labels and shipping into Oklahoma. Prohi-
bition prohibits.
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