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Will the abolition of the liquor traffic create a labor panic? This is a fair question, especially as it is asked
by the workingman, who worries more about losing his job than he does about going to hell. To his mind, therefore,
the economic aspects of the liquor problem are more important than any other. The accompanying chart presents

some interesting information with reference to this
subject. The figures employed were taken from the
Bulletin of Statistics on Manufacturers, 1910, table 1.

The tonnage on the railroads of the country derived
from the liquor industry amounts to only .003 of its
total business. There isn’t much in it for the rail-
road man.

Os the total crop of grain for 1911 only 3 per cent
was used in the liquor business. There isn’t much in it
for the farmer. These are also government statistics,
and the government isn’t in the anti-saloon business.
Invariably when compared with other industries the
liquor business is at a disadvantage. The liquor busi-
ness employs only one-fifth as many workers for the
same amount invested as is the case in the average
number employed in the textile, iron, lumber, leather
and paper industries. The worker in the liquor busi-
ness receives only about one-third as much of the
profit in the business as those in these industries
receive. The individual worker may receive more
money, largely because there are few women em-
ployed, but it is a well known fact that the brewery
worker dies at an earlier age than do the workers in
the average industry. For example, between the ages
of forty-five and fifty-five the average death rate for
occupied males is 20.7 per thousand, but among the
brewery workers the death rate at the same age is
30.8 per thousand, more than 50 per cent higher.
What about the bartenders, salesmen and other
workers in the liquor business? These have been

eliminated in this discussion, because whatever argument applies to these workers in the liquor business applies
with even greater force to those in the other industries mentioned. It requires more people to sell $1,800,000
worth of bread and clothing than it does to sell liquor of the same value.
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Leading Catholic Paper
Condemns Drink

The following editorial appears in The New
World, a Catholic newspaper published under the
auspices of the archbishop of Chicago:

The one hundred and twenty-second anniversary of the
birth of the great apostle of temperance, Father Mathew,
celebrated last Thursday, recalls to our mind what that
noble band of Catholic workers, priests and laymen of the
Catholic Total Abstinence Society of America, have done
and are doing for the moral uplifting of our people.

To our mind no other question should be so paramount
in the minds of our Catholic people as that of temperance.

For its need amongst us is so evident that its acceptance is
but an acknowledgement that our Catholic people suffer from
the terrible vice of intemperance which day by day here in
Chicago and indeed everywhere is destroying happiness and
homes.

Yet if this dark and crushing vice, this insatiable monster
that sits at the doorstep of every intemperate man and wo-
man, only stopped at the destruction of happiness and home
we could well calculate the evil it does, but it reaches into
eternity and destroys the soul made in the image of God.

We may well indeed then say that intemperance is a
curse for it destroys the grace of God in the soul, sows the
seeds of misery and sin and blights life here and hereafter.

Just think what the Catholics of this country would gain
eternally and terrestrially if all evils of drink were banished
from their homes. We would then all find favor with God
provided we obeyed in other respects his divine laws and

the virtue of temperance would be a very seed for the bour-
geoning of that clean and holy life without which we cannot
hope to ever gain the vision of God.

Champ Clark a Total Abstainer
The Associated Press this week heralds all ove*

the country the denial made by Champ Clark of the
statement made by Prof. Barber, of the Ypsilanti
Normal School at Ypsilanti, Michigan, in which he
created a sensation by stating that Champ Clark was
a drinking man. It is interesting in this day to see
that temperance sentiment is such that these public
men so quickly resent such an attack. Champ Clark
not only denies the charge of drunkenness, but says:
“I have not tasted intoxicating liquor in any shape,
form or fashion since the fifth day of July, 1904.”

The time is not far past when many public men
were afraid to refuse to drink at public banquets lest
they might be criticized by the liquor interests. But
the growing temperance sentiment brought about by
the Anti-Saloon League and other temperance agencies
has made it necessary for any man who covets the
respect and honor of the general public to keep him-
self free from the drink habit. This proves the fight
against the saloon has been well worth while, and
shows that the time is not far in the future when this
great warfare shall have come to an end.


