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Ernest A. Scrogin
We make formal announcement this week to the

constituency of the Anti-Saloon League of Illinois of
the retirement of Ernest A. Scrogin from official
connection with the League. It is a distinct loss not
only to the Anti-Saloon League of Illinois, but to that
of the nation to have such a conscientious and efficient
worker retire from leadership in the army. Mr. Scro-
gin has been at the very forefront of the battles that
have been fought in Illinois
against the saloon. His re-
tirement is also a great loss to
the fellowship of League
workers.

It is our good fortune in
this life to learn from two
valuable sources; books and
men. The latter is probably
the most effective way. Those
of us who have had the good
fortune to know Ernest A.
Scrogin intimately have
found joy in following his
leadership and have exercised
implicit faith in his counsel.
No one has known him inti-
mately without holding him in
high esteem. He is a real
leader of men.

Scrogin’s Years of League
Service.

No man in Illinois has
given more direct service to
the work of the Anti-Saloon
League than has he. In Janu-
ary of 1907 he gave up a growing law practice in
Springfield and resigned the position of assistant
United States district attorney, and came into the
service of the Anti-Saloon League as attorney and
legislative superintendent. After several years of
work in this line, he had added to his duties that of
assistant state superintendent. Then, at the resigna-
tion of Superintendent Shields, June 1, 1911, he be-
came state superintendent. This work was carried
on by him at a substantial financial loss. He willingly

went at the hardest work the League had in hand. He
has had a part in securing the present laws against the
saloon. When our present local option law was at-
tacked, in 1909, he helped to lead the forces in beating
back the assault.

The present organization methods of this state,
whicn make Illinois one of the best organized states in
the union, were originated by him and directed largely

through his efforts. When, in
order to make the fight go on
aggressively, it became neces-
sary that money be raised, his
loyalty to the cause led him
to this distasteful task. At
one time, the League’s finan-
cial condition being critical, it
was his work that saved the
day and sent the saloon’s
greatest enemy, the Anti-Sa-
loon League, on, equipped for
its work. He has raised more
money for the Illinois League
than any one man that has
ever been connected with it.
This unpleasant work was
done because of his desire to
make an effective fight against
the common enemy, and a
realization that this could only
be done by building up an or-
ganization. Such work re-
quires money both for build-
ing and directing.

We all with one accord
have plead with this worker to stay in the war, but let
the one who has given as much of his physical and
mental energies to this warfare utter the first word of
criticism. If we wait until we have emptied as much
of our life’s blood into this task as he has before we
criticize, all Illinoisians will be as silent as the dead.
Not many men have proven themselves able to give
more than five or six years of real active service in
this warfare. But Ernest A. Scrogin, in companion-
ship with Superintendents Anderson and Shields,
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