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Blood on the Nation’s Doorstep
The North Carolina State Board of Health issues

a valuable monthly bulletin on health subjects which
is “sent free to any citizen of the state upon request.”

The Bulletin for December is a thirty-six-page
affair upon the subject “The Liquor Problem and
Public Health.”

A portion of the Bulletin is prepared by Dr. W. S.
Rankin, secretary of the board, on “Liquor and the
Death Rate.” In this topic, Dr. Rankin reviews the
work of the Statistician, Edward Bunnell Phelps, and
the latter’s work on “Mortality of Alcohol” recently
published by the Thrift Publishing Co., of New York.

Dr. Rankin, after his scientific analysis of the
work of the statistician, reaches the same conclusion,
to-wit:

The economic value of the average adult life is estimated
by political economists at. S4OOO. The 65,897 lives destroyed
annually by liquor at $4 000 apiece amounts to an annual mon-
etary loss of $263,588,000.

It has been shown that for every unnecessary death there
are 700 days of unnecessary sickness. On that estimate al-
coholic intemperance produces, in addition to the 65,897
deaths, 46,127,900 days, or 126,377 years, of individual sick-
ness every year in this country.

Liquor is to blame for one out of 12 adult deaths.
Liquor is to blame for twice as many deaths a year as
Liquor is to blame for one out of 7.5 adult male deaths
Liquor is hto blame for twice as many deaths a year as

are caused by typhoid fever.
Liquor is to blame for more deaths in four years than

were destroyed in the action in the four years of the Civil
War.

The liquor traffic, according to these two scien-
tists is equivalent to a perpetual civil war.

It causes annually 65.897 deaths and causes a year-
ly aggregate of 126,377 years of unnecessary sickness.

The statistics are so appalling that, without any
comment, they stagger the mind.

How much longer must the slaughter continue?

Hens Don’t Lay Boiled Eggs
Secretary of War Stimson, in his annual report,

clamors for the re-establishment in the military posts
of the army beer saloons which was the scandal of the
nation for twenty years.

He points to dives now surrounding the army
posts to bolster up his thirsty exhortation.

He does not state the fact that the abolition of the
army beer saloon was followed by the almost decima-
tion of these same dives, all of which sprung up in the
canteen regime.

He does not state the fact that the abolition of
the army beer saloons at Fortress Monroe and the
stopping of the beer hall in the neighboring Soldiers’
Home was followed by the closing of two-thirds of the
saloons at Phoebus and the entire annihilation of the
brothels.

He suppresses the facts established some months
ago by the Presbyterian Temperance Committee that
Stimson had already restored the army saloon in at
least a dozen different posts.

Mr. Stimson forgets to state that the abolition of
the army saloon was followed by the closing of all the
joints at Junction City, Kansas and that the only beer

joint within fifty miles, a few months ago, was that
run at Fort Riley, four miles from Junction City, un*
der management of the War Department itself.

The hour is at hand for more sense and less petti-
fogging about this beer canteen business.

The establishment of a saloon never did breed
temperance anywhere and never will, no matter who
operates it and under what rules it is conducted.

The hen that lays hard boiled eggs has not yet
been hatched.

Cole Blease on Chivalry
Cole L. Blease is admittedly the governor of South

Carolina. He is also the hero of innumerable scandals
growing out of alleged sales of pardons to convicts and
alleged grafting in connection with the state whisky
dispensary of his state.

At the recent session of the “House of Governors”
held at Richmond, Va., Mr. Blease defended the wo-
men in such indecent language that half,of the women
present arose and filed out in protest.

Mr. Blease’s so-called “defense of women” really
amounts to a protest against waiting to ascertain
whether the right offender has been captured, when
an assault has been committed.

It amounts to an open declaration that the courts
of his own state are inadequate to protect women and
that the juries of his own state will not convict for
such a crime.

The murderous mistakes that have been made by
drunken lynching mobs in torturing, strangling, shoot-
ing and burning wrong persons has no effect on Mr.
Blease.

He openly declares that he will not obey his oath
of office.

A man who places no value upon his own solemn
oath and boasts of it has no warrant to come before
respectable people with a discourse on “chivalry.”

Rare Chance
The intelligent manager of Claridge’s Hotel, Lon-

don, Eng., favors the editor of the American Issue
with a lurid announcement, in colors, of the new re-
duction in the tariff of his establishment. Dinner can
now be had for the modest sum of $4.25 and a good
room is offered for only $7.50 per night and upwards.
A sitting room attached can be had for only $11.25 Per
night for the combination.

Somebody has been telling the Claridge manage-
ment of the appalling salaries that are paid to Anti-
Saloon League men.

If any of our subscribers wish our chance on ac-
commodations at these modest, reduced rates, tele-
graph us and we will reserve a whole floor. Don’t
miss this opportunity.

The Weston Independent (West Virginia) sagely
remarks that Tom Hare was not the hare that stopped
to let the tortoise go by.
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