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Hon. James H. Alexander
Hon. James H. Alexander, representative-elect for

the Forty-first district, died at his home in Lockport
last Friday. Ptomaine poisoning was the immediate
cause of his death; however, he had been suffering

for some time from
chronic kidney trou-
ble. The Christian
citizenship of Illi-
nois has lost a true
friend through the
death of Mr. Alex-
ander. He was a
man of sterling char-
acter, always on the
right side of moral
issues. He served
his district in the
Forty - seventh gen-
eral assembly and
made a record that
left no man in doubt
concerning his posi-
tion on vital ques-
tions before the peo-
ple. He was not
passively for reform
measures, but was an
aggressive fighter for
them. The cause of

county local option was dear to his heart, and he lost
no opportunity to strike a blow for it. His attitude
toward the liquor traffic is seen in a remarkable letter
which he caused to be printed in the papers of his
county. In this letter Mr. Alexander set forth his po-
sition on the question of assessments for campaign
expenses. His letter contains the following state-
ment:

To the Voters of Will County.

“On October 10, while waiting near the Young
Building for a party of candidates, I was requested
from a window in headquarters above to ‘Come up,’
and on entering the room was at once met with the
question of auto hire, to which I promptly replied 1
was willing to pay my share. Then was asked if I
wished to pay a part of the liquor and tobacco ex-
penses, which question I regarded as an insult and
I replied NOT ONE DOLLAR, that it was against
my principles and I would not do it.”

This was the challenge hurled at the saloons of
Joliet and Lockport by this candidate. In spite of
the united saloon opposition in his district, Mr. Alex-
ander received a record vote returning him to Spring-
field. He closes his letter to the voters in these words:

“I may be defeated, but prefer, if this awaits me;
to meet it fighting for common honesty rather than be
subservient to its opposite. If the people of this dis-
trict do not wish me elected no candidate can receive
the verdict of defeat more graciously than I. If, on
the other hand, I am elected, I shall be sensible of the

renewed expression of confidence, and, as before, strive
to render faithful and efficient service.”

The Anti-Saloon League of Illinois feels keenly
the loss of this valiant soldier. Those who have been
leading the fight for county option in the legislature
will always revere his memory. The cause which he
dearly loved will live and triumph, and when the
final victory does come much credit for it must go
to the faithful service rendered by James H. Alexander.

George Miller Wins
One of the most brazen attempts to deprive a

legislator of the right to his seat was frustrated by the
state canvassing board looking at the equity of the
case and granting the certificate of election to George
A. Miller, of Oak Park, representative elect from the
Twenty-third senatorial district.

The history of this case is interesting. Mr. Mil-
ler was elected on the face of the returns by a majority
of 423. In six of the precincts of Oak Park, the elec-
tion clerks did not comply with the technical pro-
visions of the statute in recording the vote, and Mr.
Miller’s vote was very heavy in these precincts. In
some cases, the clerks tallied clear across the sheet
and then put down in figures the additional vote,
carrying out the totals and making the certification
of the results in accordance with the total vote. When
the vote was canvassed by the county canvassing
board, the two Democratic members undertook to
throw out the vote marked in figures, in the six pre-
cincts. This would have defeated Mr. Miller by a
plurality of 127.

The citizens of Oak Park took prompt action.
They called a mass meeting and appointed a com-
mittee to work with Mr. Miller. They authorized the
committee to employ counsel and did everything they
could to prevent the consummation of an act which
would have virtually disfranchised them. The League
caused the decisions of the supreme court to be looked
up relating to such cases, and it was found that all
decisions of the court permitted the judges and clerks
of election to correct any technical mistakes, and that
it was the duty of the canvassing board to call upon
these officials to explain any records which they had
made.

Notwithstanding these facts, the county can-
vassing board arbitrarily, and contrary to all decisions
of the supreme court, ruled out the votes in figures.
Mandamus papers were drawn up and a deputy sheriff
was provided so that when the final decision of the
board was announced, the mandamus papers were
served, preventing the issuing of a certificate of elec-
tion to Mr. Miller’s opponent. Later the state can-
vassing board granted the certificate to Mr. Miller.

The people of Oak Park and the whole state are
to be congratulated upon the outcome of this matter.
A man valuable not only to the cause for which the
Anti-Saloon League stands, but for all good legisla-
tion, has been saved to the legislature.
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