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The year 1912 has been a notable one in this

warfare against the saloon. Marked advance has been
made, not only in this state but throughout the na-
tion. This advance has been not alone in the tech-
nical advance of legislation and in the destruction of
saloons, but in the great advance of public sentiment.
People of every business profession are coming to
recognize that the saloon is an unmitigated evil; that
there is no real argument which justifies its existence.

More and more the profession of medicine is rul-
ing out alcohol as of any value. Railroads, banks,
manufacturing industries, and all lines of business, are
debarring men from their employment, who are addict-
ed to drink.

As never before, business is recognizing that the
money which flows into the tills of the saloonkeepers,
is money taken from the legitimate channels of trade;
Manufacturers realize that employees whose nerves
and endurance are broken down through drink, take
some of their profits through inefficiency.

In 1912 more than at any previous time, business
men and bankers have been willing to come out in the
open and fight the saloon. Those that have done so
determinedly and consistently, have found that such
course has paid even from a financial point of view.
The idea that the drinking class of people are the
great consumers of merchandise is a proven mistake.

A view of some of the principal points are as
follows:

State Organization. An organization campaign
was carried out by the League on a scale never hither-
to attempted. Practically every senatorial district in
the state was organized, down at least to the town-
ships and many of them to the election precincts.
Seventy field men put in several months in this work,
leaving an organization of over 15,000 committeemen.

Chicago Organization. The Anti-Saloon League
had never attempted the organization of the cities until
the beginning of the present campaign. It is clear that
the fight of the future is to be largely in the cities.
Fourteen of the nineteen senatorial districts in Chi-
cago, were organized. More than 4,500 men have been
personally interviewed in Chicago and have agreed to
co-operate with the League in carrying out its pro-
gram. Advisory committees were established, and
through these advisory committees duplicate candi-
dates were eliminated. In many cases great advance-
ment was accomplished through these committees.

Primaries. As a result of the thorough organiza-
tion, ninety men for the legislature were nominated,
committed to anti-saloon measures. Many of these
men accepted the nomination at a personal sacrifice,
and were candidates solely on the ground of helping
promote anti-saloon legislation in the coming session
of the legislature.

Local Option Elections. Local option elections
were carried on in 134 townships of the state. Eighty-
two of these townships showed dry gains; fifty-two
showed small wet gains. Rockford, a city of 50,000.
killed fifty-two saloons. Rig dry victories were won in
Champaign. Paris. Vandalia, Hillsboro, Carrollton,
Eldorado. Olney, Shelbvville, Sullivan and Mount
Carroll.

The Shelbyville Decision. One of the heaviest
blows of the year against the liquor interests was the
recent decision in the Shelbyville case, in which the
supreme court sustained the right to an injunction
against booze joints.

Defeat of Liquor Endorsed Candidates. The
Champion of Fair Play, the official paper of the liquor
association, made the statement in its issue of April
6, that the “Anti-Saloon League has left everything to
defeat Mr. Wayman, and their success in defeating
him will be a red-letter day in their records.”

The League sent out 260,000 copies of a state-
ment through its paper and circulars, exposing Mr.
Wayman’s affiliations and records. The result was the
puncture of Mr. Wayman’s boom.

Co-operation of Railroads. On April 1, the state
superintendent received a letter from twenty-five rail-
roads agreeing to observe, without legal contest, the
newly enacted law prohibiting the sale or use of in-
toxicating liquor on any of their trains.

Law Enforcement. It has been an extremely busy
year in the law enforcement branch of the League’s
activities. A blind tiger ordinance was drafted by Mr.
Gillette which was passed by the city councils of a
number of cities, the largest of which is Rockford and
Jacksonville. Law and order leagues have been form-
ed in various cities and towns at the initiative of the
League and the way of the bootlegger and blind tiger
keeper will keep getting harder and harder. The peo-
ple of the state are learning better how to enforce
the laws.

Literature Campaign. A constant fusilade of lit-
erature has been kept up throughout the year, more
than a million pages having been distributed.

The American Issue. The circulation of the Issue
has increased during the year; the circulation in the
city of Chicago has more than doubled.

Churches. The churches have co-operated as
never before. Over 225 of the churches of Chicago
mailed literature to their members, a co-operation the
like of which, has never before been witnessed.

The November Eletcion. So far as the legislature,
is concerned, great gains were made, enough men hav-
ing been elected to secure the passage of our legisla-
tion. A gain of ten county option legislators was ef-
fected in Chicago.

The Energy of the Fight. The League’s offices
are open on an average fourteen hours a day. Its
workers are there pounding incessantly in its campaign
against the saloon. This will be kept up as long as.
there is a saloon left in the state. The liquor business
is wrong and must go. None will thank us more when
it is gone than those who are now in the business—-
involved in its toils.

Financial. The gain in the fiscal year ending June
r, 1912, was about 25 per cent over the preceding year.
There is no question that the next fiscal year will
show a corresponding gain.

Constituency. The constituency of the League
has broadened considerably in the past year and the
outlook is hopeful in the extreme.

In the Nation At Large. West Virginia. The
most notable event of the year was the ratification of


