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The Problem of the City
The statistical abstract of the United States shows

that in 1800 there were but six cities in the United
States with a population exceeding 8,000. These
cities had a combined population of approximately
200,000.

In 1910 there were 2,405 towns in the United
States with a population of 2,500. These towns had a
combined population of 42,623,383 or 46.3 per cent of
the entire population.

The phenomenal growth of our urban population
has lifted into new prominence and accentuated the
problems of the city.

Formerly the function of city government was
largely that of regulation. To this however, advanc-
ing civilization has added education of the youth, sani-
tation, control of the social evil and questions of hous-
ing poverty, employment, and recreation.

It is quite certain that the cities of our country
will ultimately dominate the nation, if indeed, they do
not do so now. It is equally certain that every one of
the cities’ problems is aggravated and rendered more
difficult of solution by the presence of the saloon and
its congeners.

The liquor traffic breeds crime and ignorance, fos-
ters lawlessness, gives aid and comfort to the brothei
and gambling den, is the most fruitful source of pov-
erty, thriftlessness and is the incubator of graft.

Let it be definitely understood there will not and
can not be any permanent solution of the problem of
the city government which omits the saloon. To do
so, is to gloss over a suppurating cancer.

Judgment must begin with the saloon. At its
doors lies the responsibility of the shocking conditions
obtaining, in many cities. In fact, there is possibly
no more reliable index to the quality of municipal
citizenship or government than the ratio of its saloons
to its population.

WiH Welcome Such a Campaign )

An eastern brewer suggested to his brethren at a
meeting of a state association of brewers that they
must vigorously assail both the maintenance and ex-
tension of Prohibition and that the way to do is not
so much to assail those who promote Prohibition as to
appeal to the material interests of producers and
manufacturers who sell what they raise or make to
breweries and saloons. He urged the brewers to tell
these producers what a market they will lose if Pro-
hibition wins.

Should the brewers attempt such a campaign,
what would be the result? Would they not be ef-
fectually silenced by facts? The economic reasons
why Prohibition should prevail are as convincing as
the moral reasons which may be advanced in its favor.
The Prohibition sections of the country are pros-
perous. Prohibition has made Kansas great in every
way, and her prosperity is unbounded. Kansas is
purely an agricultural state. Jump to Massachusetts
and visit busy Brockton, a great manufacturing city as
full of business as a bee hive, and Brockton will not
permit a saloon within her borders.

The temperance forces will welcome a campaign

based on economics. There will be no question as to
the result. In a short time the brewers will be hunt-
ing another plan of effective campaign, and that, too,
will be a failure. They cannot produce an argument
in favor of the liquor business which will stand, for
there is no such argument.

A Holiday Greeting
Readers of the American Issue have already found

what was in their stockings, and the holiday spirit is
at its height. We have, at this season, a double por-
tion, for hardly do we conclude the celebration of
the birthday anniversary of the Child of Bethlehem
when we are called on to celebrate the birth of a new
year. Christmas prepares one for the New Year holi-
day. In fact, the latter day is but a type of the
former, for the birth of Christ means that there must
be born into the hearts and lives of men and women
new ideals, new purposes, new morality. We are apt
to close the old year and begin the new with better
desires, holier thoughts, firmer resolutions. It is be-
cause Jesus came into the world that we have such de-
sires and purposes. Let no man scoff at New Year
resolutions, even if they are so often and so soon
shattered; for the first day of the year is a time to
make resolutions, and it is better to make them than
not, even if they last but a short time.

Men are better for having resolved to be so, even
if they do not carry out the splendid program which
they plan. Do not, therefore, speak in a spirit of levity
of New Year resolutions.

What shall 1913 mean to those who are fighting
the saloon? What shall it mean to those who are
victims of the saloon, to the sufferers from its unholy
business? Well, the year will be just as we choose it
to be. barring our weaknesses and our environment.
But we can overcome our weaknesses to a certain ex-
tent, and we can change our environment. The lesson
is that the forces of righteousness should look to it
that there are no weaknesses, no half-heartedness, no
skulking or shirking, and that there should be a re-
newal of strength.

Let ns all resolve to do our dead level best in 1913.
Happy New Year to you!

Mere Tommyrot
At a recent meeting of brewers in one of the

eastern cities, the president of the association said in
the course of his address:

The saloonkeeper who makes a habit of serving drunken
men is as much our enemy as he is the enemy of the man’s
wife and children. Conservative brewers are opposed to
drunkenness. Few men get drunk on beer. It is a good food.

There you have it right from the spigot! This
big brewer says conservative brewers are opposed to
drunkenness, and that the saloonkeeper who sells to
intoxicated persons is an enemy of the trade. Bosh!
There are no conservative brewers, if that is the
definition, for every brewer wants as much of his beer
sold as possible. No doubt this brewer thinks he is
conservative, but when he says few men get drunk on
beer and that beer is a good food he flies in the face of
facts and science and shows himself to be a senseless
fanatic like the others of his ilk.
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