
Interstate Measure Argued in Senate
Anti-Saloon League and Other Temperance Organizations Hold Important Conference

Capital
Issues were sharply and clearly

drawn in Congress this week (begin-
ning December 16), when the Kenyon-
Sheppard bill prohibiting the ship-
ment of liquor from wet states into
dry ones, came up in the senate, as a
special order. Under unanimous con-
sent the measure was given immediate
consideration. Drys were present in
the galleries in large numbers, every
temperance organization, headed by
the Anti-Saloon League, being repre-
sented. The liquor interests were
there, too, for they have been putting
up a strenuous fight against this
measure for several months, the Na-
tional Wholesale Liquor Dealers’ As-
sociation having worked hard among
its membership to influence members
of Congress against the measure.

The bill would have reached a vote,
Monday, had it not been for the
Archbald impeachment proceedings,
which threw the interstate bill back
to the calendar. It thus occupies the
same place as do all calendar bills.
Adjournment of Congress for the
holiday recess puts the measure over
until reconvening. Efforts of the
liquor interests will be directed to-
ward preventing a vote on the bill at
this session of Congress. The Anti-
Saloon League and other temperance
interests have been successful in get-
ting the bill out of the committee,
after long opposition. The committee
is the burying ground of hundreds of
good measures, and in former Con-
gresses every bill looking to a regula-
tion of the liquor business or naming
some provision to prevent its en-
croachments, has been smothered in
committee by the orders of party lead-
ers. The strength of the temperance
forces is indicated by the fact that
the Kenyon-Sheppard bill has been
reported out and has a place on the
calendar.

It is generally believed that when a
vote is reached the bill will pass the
senate. Tremendous pressure has
been brought to bear and every sen-
ator or congressman will be com-
pelled, before the matter is ended, to
declare himself, on one side or the
other.

There has been little real argument
against the measure, for the reason
that it does not aim to extend Pro-
hibition territory nor to close a single
saloon. Its purpose is to protect dry
territory from being flooded by liquors
sent or brought in from neighboring
states. Its aim is to give effect to
local enactments or state measures.
The Kenyon-Sheppard bill would go
far toward preventing bootlegging
and blind tigers, through the mail
order business and express. The
liquor interests, which have always
protested that they were against blind
tigers and speakeasies, have let the

cat out of the bag by showing their
opposition to this measure, which
purposes to do exactly what the deal-
ers have said they are in favor of
doing. With a law forbidding the im-
portation of liquor into dry territory,
the supply of the bootlegger is cut
off. The liquor men do not want any-
thing that seems likely to prevent il-
legal sales. Their desire is to sell
everywhere and to any persons who
can pay the price, regardless of local
sentiment or state laws.

Present at the conference were
many of the leading temperance and
reform movement workers, including
Rev. Dr. P. A. Baker, of Westerville,
Ohio, national superintendent of the
Anti-Saloon League; Bishop Luther
B. Wilson, of Philadelphia, president
of the national organization; Ernest
H. Cherrington, of Westerville, Ohio,
editor of the League publications,
Rev. Dr. Howard H. Russell, of
Westerville, Ohio, founder of the
League; Mrs. Lillian Stevens, of
Portland, Maine, national president
of the W. C. T. U.; William H. An-
derson, League superintendent in
Maryland; Rev. E. S. Shumaker, In-
diana superintendent; Rev. James Al-
bert Patterson, New York superin-
tendent; Rev. J. Scott Mcßride,
Illinois superintendent; Rev. Dr. C.
W. Carroll, Pennsylvania superin-
tendent; Rev. Dr. E. J. Moore,
Missouri superintendent; Rev. Brooks
Lawrence, Alabama superintendent;
Dr. E. M. Cannon, Virginia superin-
tendent; Filmore Condit, retiring
president of the New Jersey League;
Rev. G. W. Morrow, retiring Michi-
gan superintendent; George D. Selby,
of Portsmouth, 0., and Henry Wick,
of Youngstown, 0., prominent manu-
facturers.

Among the organizations which
participated in the conferences are the
Anti-Saloon League of America, the
Woman’s Christian Temperance
Union, Good Templars, Sons of Tem-
perance, National Temperance Socie-
ty and the church temperance com-
mittees of the Methodist Episcopal,
Baptist, Presbyterian, Congregational,
United Brethren and other denomi-
nations.

A conference of the bill’s supporters
was held Monday afternoon at the
First Congregational church, at which
plans were formulated for effective
work among members of Congress.
The meeting, which was presided over
by Rev. A. J. Barton, of Galveston.
Tex., secretary of the educational
board of the Southern Baptist church,
was addressed by a number of prom-
inent anti-saloon men and by mem-
bers of the Woman’s Christian Tem-
perance Union, many of the national
officers of which are in Washington
supporting the amended Kenyon bill.

The principal speakers Monday, be-
sides Rev. Mr. Barton, were Rev. E. C.
Dinwiddie of Washington, legislative
superintendent of the Anti-Saloon
League of America, and Mrs. Mar-
garet Dye Ellis, national superintend-
ent of legislation of the W. C. T. U.,
brief addresses being made by several
other state and national officers of
both organizations.

A reception was held Monday night
at the W. C. T. U. headquarters, to
those attending the conference. Mass
meetings were held in several build-
ings throughout the three days of the
conference.

An avalanche of petitions and me-
morials, both for and against the
bill, were received by the senate.
Senators Smith and Townsend, of
Michigan; Sanders, of Tennessee;
Bristow, of Kansas, and Gronna, of
North Dakota, presented petitions
sent them from their respective states.
Senator Bristow said that one of the
petitions he received was signed by
several thousand citizens of his state.

When the Sheppard-Kenyon bill was
taken up in the Senate, Monday, Sen-
ator Sanders, of Tennessee, who pre-
sented a similar bill, declared that
Congress did not plan to interfere
with states in the exercise of their
own rights over the liquor traffic.

“The spread of Prohibition has built
up the mail order liquor business to
an enormous total,” said Senator
Sanders. “Nearly $20,000,000 of this
business is now done annually.”

Senator McCumber, of North Da-
kota, another Prohibition state, also
spoke in favor of the proposed law.

A circular issued by a mail order
liquor firm, bearing the words, “Uncle
Sam is our partner,” was displayed in
the senate chamber, Tuesday, by Sen-
ator Kenyon, as an illustration of the
extent to which, he said, the United
States government is impliedly taking
part in the violation of prohibitory
laws in dry states. Senator Kenyon
made the chief address of the day in
support of the Kenyon-Sheppard bill.

One important feature of the con-
ference was the meeting of the Anti-
Saloon League workers, Wednesday
afternoon, at which tentative plans
were made for a world-wide temper-
ance rally at Chicago in November of
next year, when it is hoped to bring
20,000 temperance workers from all
over the world to celebrate the twen-
tieth anniversary of the formation of
the League.

The conference closed Wednesday
evening with a banquet of Anti-Saloon
League workers.

Life is a sea; like ships we meet
We speak each other and are gone

Across that deep; oh, what a fleet
Os human souls is hurrying on!


