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We believe the war against the saloon is entering

on a new year in better shape than ever before. In
every state veterans have been trained who under-
stand that this fight is war. The number of such
veterans has been increasing in proportion to the
passing of the years. Men came to the recent con-
vention at Washington from every part of the country
with the firm belief that the saloon was having a
harder fight to live in their communities and states
than ever before.

Last week’s Issue gave a resume of things ac-
complished during the year 1912.

Let us, at the beginning of 1913, take a view of
some of the principal things in the program for the
year.

A National Convention. This year is the twentieth
anniversary of the founding of the Anti-Saloon League
of America. It is proposed to hold a jubilee conven-
tion on a scale never hitherto attempted. Boards of
trade of various cities have been seeking this conven-
tion. Dr. Baker, the national superintendent, and Dr.
Russell, founder of the League, were in Chicago last
month. Two enthusiastic meetings were held, a com-
mittee being appointed to present the claims of Chi-
cago to the national board at its session in Washing-
ton. Prospects are good for securing the convention
for this city.

The national convention of the League in Wash-
ington in 1911 changed the constitution so that the
conventions of the future will be made up of delegates
from individual churches rather than delegates from
organized bodies of churches. Under the new arrange-
ment it is expected that at least 15,000 delegates will
attend the convention this year. The convention
proper will last four days, with the preceding week
devoted to conferences among the League workers.

National Prohibition. There has been introduced
into Congress an amendment to the constitution pro-
viding for national Prohibition. We want to go back
to our work from the great convention this,year mak-
ing preparation to send to Congress men who will
work for the passage of such amendment. After this
amendment has been ratified by thirty-two states, it
will have become a law of the land. There are thirty-
two states in which the aggregate number of saloons
does not equal that of Chicago alone. It should be

possible within the next very few years to secure the
ratification of such an amendment and thus put an
end to the whole beverage liquor traffic. But, in the
meantime, there remains much to be done in the way of
educating the general public as to the true inwardness
of the liquor traffic. We should redouble our energies
so that the abolition of the saloon will meet with
overwhelming approval.

The Kenyon-Sbeppard Bill. On another page is
the report of Rev. George B. Safford, chairman of the
headquarters committee who attended the recent con-
vention at Washington. Dr. Safford’s article shows
graphically the need of an interstate commerce bill.
The political juggling of the saloon cannot long pre-
vent the passage of this very much needed legislation.
It is clear that this legislation must be secured as the
first step in the enlarged national program.

ILLINOIS.
The first thing to be done in Illinois is to secure

the passage by the legislature of the bills on the pro-
gram of the League, county option, residence district
option and the blind tiger bill, together with subsidiary
legislation.

Literature. Every section of the state must be
covered with literature showing the facts of the saloon,
not only from a moral aspect but from the economic
and financial as well. To this end the League is pre-
paring a series of posters which it will furnish free,
and it calls for volunteers throughout the state to
place these posters on the trees, telegraph poles, in
blacksmith shops, stores, at the crossroads, on sign
posts, in postoffices, in the schools and churches, every-
where—so that the people may read the facts. The sa-
loon costs the people of Illinois not less than a quarter
of a billion dollars every year. It saps the life and
health and loads a tremendous burden upon the gen-
eral well-being of the people. It is polluting the ad-
ministration of the government and tearing out the
very foundation stones upon which the state rests. All
these facts should be laid before the people in clear and
convincing style through literature.

Speakers and Public Meetings. The League has
a field force averaging fifteen men, delivering a large
number of addresses every week. This should be
supplemented by every local community arranging


