
l The Root of Evil |
8 IFrom Collier’s Weekly, Dec. 21, 1912.] 8

The Detroit Saturday Night puts a discriminating finger on the root of political evil in one 8
8 town. We think that if the municipal problem in other cities were studied with enough steadiness 8
g and penetration the same formula would be found: 8
8 The Common Council of Detroit has evaded the state law as far as it dared The power of the 8
o Council is owned or controlled to a large extent by the saloon. Os the thirty-six members of the new Council, g
X eight are saloonkeepers. How many of the remaining members owe their election in whole or in part to the aid 8
8 of the saloon and its agents cannot be accurately measured Let any interest secure such a measure of 8
8 control over the affairs of a city as the saloon has secured in this town and you invite incompetence, inefficiency, X
8 corruption. This would be true if the controlling interest sold peanuts or potatoes 8

Yes, but the mere fact that it is beer and whisky, and not peanuts or potatoes, makes a lot of 8
8 difference. True, peanuts or potatoes might “invite incompetence, inefficiency, corruption,” but 8
8 beer and whisky bring a good many other things, compared to which inefficiency is harmless. 8
R Here is the machinery of a city government borrowed to help stimulate the consumption of a sub- 8
8 stance which everybody knows destroys the consumer. If the social evil is not largely a com- 8
8 mercialized incident of the liquor traffic in Detroit, that city is happy above most others. The 8
8 saloonkeeper is, of course, merely an ill-paid vassal of the brewer and distiller. The real overlords 8
8 of Detroit, as of many other cities, are apt to be a few wealthy men at the top of the liquor busi- 8
O ness; they make their money out of the consumption of liquor and the social evil, and they use each 8
8 to stimulate the other. 8
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A Pernicious Society
Prof. Muensterberg, of Harvard, is a German, and

therefore not fanatical on the liquor question. Yet
he says:

“We all agree ....that the American saloon is a
most atrocious insult to decent social life, and that its
influence on corrupt politics and on intemperate habits
is detestable.”

In Chicago, as in other cities, there is an organiza-
tion known as “the United Societies,” which, in the
name of liberty, resists any attempt to reform or regu-
late the saloon. Last week the spokesman of this per-
nicious organization appeared before a committee of
the Chicago aldermen to oppose an ordinance regulat-
ing dance halls.

“We are organized,” he said, “for the purpose of
getting as liberal laws as we can. You know that we
have state laws providing that liquor shall not be sold
between midnight and 5 o’clock in the morning but
we get permits for our dances that permit liquor being
sold up to 3 o’clock. Then there is the 1 o’clock clos-
ing ordinance which is another violation of the state
law. We do not want those laws enforced.”

These statements amounts to a confession that the
“United Societies” so-called, is substantially a con-
spiracy to violate the laws, and that its members are
unjailed lawbreakers.—Editorial in The Catholic Citi-
zen, Dec. 28, 1912.

Rockford Keeping Dry
Mayor P>ennett, of Rockford, and his police are not

troubled with astigmatism when on the watch for
blind pigs. Few joints are raided in that city because
few joints exist. Rockford is dry in fact as well as
dry in name. We venture a guess that there isn’t a
licensed city in the United States the size of Rockford
that has as few blind pigs as this dry city. Here is

the editorial opinion of the Rockford Republic of
January 6:

While it is the open season for blind pigs in Rockford all
the year round the hunting isn’t good. It is only occasionally
that one is rounded up. This is not because the hunters are
not vigilant but because the supply of possible game is so
limited.

Most of the pickups too are such inconsequential ones-
that it is hard to really designate them as blind pigs by
courtesy. They are mostly fellows whose stock can be car-
ried around in a handbag or in an inside pocket.

So when the officials came on a real treasure of a blind
pig there is considerable satisfaction, if not rejoicing. Such
a one was discovered Friday night. It was in a little store
where real liquor was being passed over a real counter. In-
deed, the reader can see that it was something of a blind,
pig when the proprietor was fined S2OO.

Stelzle Shows Liquor Business
Robs Labor

When the Rev. Charles Stelzle got out his Home Mission
Week bulletin on “Economic Aspects of the Liquor Traffic,"
he surely thrust an uncomfortable thorn under the skin of the
whisky men and brewers. The point of the thorn was his
demonstration that the money spent for liquor in this countrywould employ a very great number more workingmen if it
were spent instead on better commodities, since the liquor
business ranks very low in the proportion of its cost which
goes into wages.

The logic of the showing which Mr. Stelzle made must be
obvious to workingmen. If the distilleries and breweries were
closed up the capital invested in them would employ far more
labor when diverted to other industries. And this is a probe
to which the hide of the drink demon may well be sensitive,
for the liquor interests could not carry many Prohibition orlocal option elections without the help of the workingmen who
do not themselves use liquor, but who fear that shutting up
iiquor factories and liquor stores would throw a lot of idlemen on the labor market. With this fear relieved, many a
town and county and state hitherto voting wet would be quick-
ie turned over into the dry column.—The Continent.


