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War on Disease and Inefficiency
A few nights ago, a bunch of the foremost manu-

facturers of Ohio met at Columbus at a dinner to dis-
cuss means of eliminating alcoholic drinks from their
employees so as to promote efficiency.

A few weeks ago, a company of the leading med-
ical men in America met in Washington to discuss
ways and means of eliminating drink in order to pro-
mote health and longevity.

On December 27, speaking at a dry meeting at

King, Ontario, Mr. N. W. Rowell, K. C., M. P. P., one
of Canada’s foremost statesmen declared:

The battle against the barroom has been the battle of
religion and morality. Now it is becoming not only that,
but also largely a battle for health and efficiency. At one
time even physicians thought that alcohol was good for
tuberculosis, but today they say that the victim of the alco-
hol habit is peculiarly susceptible to tuberculosis, and that
the battle against the bar should go side by side with the
battle against disease.

There is coming to be little left on the other side
except the desire of those who would traffic in misery
to enable themselves to buy diamonds for prostitutes.

The Road Runner
In Southern California there is a curious kind of

a bird or sowl—a winged instrument that is some-
what of a cross between a hawk and a duck. It runs
waddling in the roads and trails with little apparent
fear of man or beast. In current lingo, the strange
thing is the “road-runner.”

The same thing is not an object of beauty; it is
not good to eat, yet California law makes it a mis-
demeanor, punishable with a $25 fine, to kill one of
them.

Why?
The favorite pastime of the “road-runner” is to

kill rattlesnakes, scorpions, tarantulas, etc.
The road-runner destroys things that endanger

human life.
Where the diligent rattlers and scorpions destroy

one human life, California saloons destroy hundreds.
The California saloons make a business of destroying
human life; the rattlers only destroy life when they
are disturbed or annoyed.

Yet California law authorizes, licenses and pro-
tects the saloon.

But then, the snakes have no votes.

The Liquor Traffic and Penal Probation
The recently published “Fifth annual report of the

New York state probation commission” gives fresh
prominence to a most important line of reform work.
The law-books tell us the objects sought in judicial
punishment are either punitive, protective, or correc-
tive, that is to say, an individual is deprived of his
liberty either to punish him for his wrong-doing, or to
protect society, or to reform the criminal. Formerly
our courts were inclined to lay special emphasis on the
punitive element. Latterly however, they are giving
larger attention to the reclamation of the offender.
This has led to the opening of “Reform Schools,” “Re-
form Farms,” the inauguration of parole and probation
systems and other forms of assistance for the law-

breaker. These efforts at reforming the criminal are
showing splendid results.

It pays to put humanity on its honor. To do so,
is to appeal strongly to the nobler elements of human
nature—that is always beneficial. While of course,
confidence is not infrequently betrayed, yet it remains
true as a rule, that to make a man trustworthy you
must trust him. In the probation method, the criminal
is put rigidly upon his honor and at the same time is
kept under discreet, vigilant supervision of an officer
of the court. This method of treatment has proven
effective in a surprisingly large number of cases. In
cases where failure has resulted, it has been found
drink and its associates are, by all odds, the most large-
ly responsible for such delinquency. One of the pro-
bation officers, in this New York report, says that 44
per cent of his cases are direct or indirect results of
drunkenness. Further, the secretary of the commis-
sion says, “We are unable to state how many proba-
tioners were led to crime through the use of alcoholic
drink either on the part of the subjects themselves or
on the part of their parents or- others. The percentage
is certainly large however.

William Mida’s Wrath
William Mida, editor of Mida’s Criterion, is chok-

ed with indignation to think that Governor McCleary,
of Kentucky, appointed delegates to the Washington
conference to consider the Kenyon-Sheppard bill de-
signed to remove Federal protection from blind pigs
in dry localities.

Os course a dozen other governors did the same
thing, but to have Kentucky do it, is more than Mida
can stand without losing his temper.

Through the protection of interstate commerce
law, Kentucky liquor dealers have ridden rough shoe,
over the laws of other states, respecting the liquor traf •
tic. Moreover, most of Kentucky’s territory is dry
under local option votes and other states have been
and are riding rough shod over the liquor laws of Ken-
tucky in the same way.

And finally, Kentucky liquor dealers are adepts
in the art of shipping their product out of the state and
then reshipping it back under protection of the inter-
state commerce law. In this way, the Kentucky
wholesalers not only nullify the laws of other states,
but the laws of their own state. That is where it
clearly becomes the concern of Governor McCleary
who is charged with the duty of enforcing the laws of
Kentucky.

Alcohol is not only the most common cause of
crime, but it resists at every point, every effort made
for the reformation of the criminal. It accomplishes
this through its toxic, degenerative action on the nerv-
ous system, whereby self-control of the individual, so
essential to his reclamation, is weakened, his sense of
right and wrong is blunted and his evil propensities are
enormously stimulated. So intimately is the liquor
traffic related to every form of human wrong-doing,
that, willing or unwilling, our courts and their officers
must take it into larger and larger consideration. That
the saloon is not a neglectable factor in the reforma-
tion-of-criminals problem is certain.
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