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WASHINGTON, D. C, Jan.—Ap-

parently there is no limit to the gall
of those engaged in the liquor busi-
ness. If Congress were to pass all
the measures these fellows want, and
repeal all they don t want, every man
engaged in importation, manufacture
or sale of intoxicants would receive
an annuity of a million dollars a year
from a grateful public.

Just now they are engaged in try-

ing to get Uncle Sam to amend his
outage laws so that they may line
their pockets with millions that do
not belong to them. They see the
constantly increasing limitations that
are being thrown about their busi-
ness, and are making desperate ef-
forts to recoup.

Provisions of the Old Law.
The Federal government imposes

a tax of sl.lO a gallon on all whisky
manufactured. According to the
original policy of the government,
•this tax was collected on the actual
number of gallons made. I’or in-
stance, if a barrel contained fifty gal-
lons, the manufacturer, as soon as
his raw whisky was made, paid the
government $55-00. This was the law
up to 1880, by which time the manu-
facture of liquor had passed into
such a powerful centralization, that
the liquor men were successful in get-
ting Congress to amend this tax pay-

ment. so that since that time the
tax is levied, not on the actual amount
manufactured, but on the amount that
is in the barrel at the time of remov-
ing the liquor from bond and placing
it on the market.

The New “Allowance.”
The theory of this allowance is that

liquor evaporates rapidly, and the
kind government does not want to
exact a tax on liquor that has gone
off into thin air. So the fifty gallons,
that were are no longer fifty gallons,
but only thirty-seven and one-half,
and the government taxes that
amount.

Now, of course, the longer liquor
remains in bond the more it loses
•in volume by evaporation, but it is
believed that the government allow-
ance for outage is more than suffi-
cient.

Also, the liquor that remains in
bond for seven years is worth far
more than when it is fresh, not less,
'in fact, according to the distillers
themselves, than fifteen cents a year.
Fifteen cents a year for seven years
means $1.05, so that, assuming that
the distiller has actually lost in vol-
ume all the government allows for
outage, he has lost little or nothing in
value.

Now. there has been intrc luced in
Congress a measure to increase this
allowance to fourteen and c e-half
gallons. The reason the distillers al-
lege for asking this new concession
is that the supply of Northern oak,
out of which the barrels are made, is

almost gone, and they are compelled
to use Southern oak, which is more
porous, and, therefore, their loss by
evaporation and absorption is greater.
The distillers ask, also, that if the
liquor remains in bond eight years an-
other gallon of outage be allowed for
the last year.

Rainey and Kitchin Object.
Representative Henry T. Rainey

and Representative Claude Kitchin,
of the house committee on ways and
means, have brought in a minority re-
port, disapproving of the provisions
sought by the liquor men. In their
investigations they found that the
outage already allowed is more than
sufficient to cover evaporation; that
the distillers make more money by
aging whisky—in fact, whisky is not
potable until after it is a year old;
that the passage of the measure would
mean an annual loss to the govern-
ment of from one to four million dol-
lars a year. They found, too, that
the liquor when manufactured is sold
or assigned, and that the Standard
Distilling and Distributing company
—in plain English the whisky trust
—owns nearly all the whisky.

The passage of this bill, therefore,
would mean an annual subsidy of
from one to four millions to this trust
which is the greatest and most pow-
erful of business combinations. At
the present time the amount of
whisky in bond is 250,000,000 gallons.

There is no article of use that is

Letter able to pay its share to the rev-
enues of government than liquor.
The entire amount of liquor in bond
was purchased with the understand-
ing on the part of the buyers that
the outage would remain at the pres-
ent figure. But, having bought up the
principal part of the liquor made, the
whisky trust sees away of adding
enormously to its present unholy
profits. No other article on which
internal revenue is exacted is allowed
outage. Cigars, for instance, do not
improve with age. beyond a short
period. After that, they lose value.
A cigar kept seven years would not
be worth anything. But the cigar
makers get no outage.

Os course, the majority of good
people do not believe in taxing liquor
at all, but in prohibiting it. But while
taxing is the governmental policy,
they cannot understand why the gov-

ernment should make any concessions
to the liquor manufacturers, nor why
any special interest should be granted
concessions at an enormous loss of
revenue.

The whisky men do not even con-
tend that the ultimate consumer will
benefit by the increased outage. The
drinker will pay just as much for his
eye-opener or night-cap as before,
and it will do him just as much dam-
age. The retailer will get no benefit,
and the only fellows to profit by the

* transaction will be the members of
the whisky trust.

LINED UP FOR THE ANNUAL RACE
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Shafer in Cincinnati Enquirer shows the Rum Demon full of Wind
and Alcohol.


