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Watching Springfield
Springfield is in the spotlight. The eyes of every

Illinoisan who takes any interest at all in public
affairs are turned toward the capital. Folks are
watching and waiting, concerned with varying and
conflicting interests which are at stake in the legisla-
ture. Two United States senators are to be chosen,
and their partisans are anxious. Chicago is expecting
legislation that will give relief from the financial
troubles which are embarrassing her. She has been
sending a continuous C. Q. D. down to the capital
since the general assembly convened. Her cry is for
home rule.

Sponsors for many brands of proposed law are
watching and wondering what the new legislature has
in store for them. There is one such measure that has
more sponsors than all the rest. It is the proposed
county option law. From the shops, the stores, the
offices and the farms this mighty host of Illinois’ best
citizens, several hundred thousand strong, are re-

cruited who are united in the demand for this just law.
To such tremendous proportions has the county option
army grown in the last dozen years’ warfare that the
acknowledged leader of the liquor forces in the house
of representatives confess the wet and dry question to
be the leading issue before the general assembly. So
it is no idle boast to say that county option has focused
more eyes on the Forty-eighth general assembly than
any single issue.

The Farmer Has Proved His Case.

Illinois wants county local option. Her people
have spoken and are speaking in no uncertain way to
make this desire known. From every class and voca-
tion the appeal has come. The farmer has made out
his case. He has shown himself to be a victim of tax-
ation without representation because of the saloon.
He has shown that he is the heaviest taxpayer in the
state, consequently the heaviest contributor to the
support of the paupers, criminals and insane. He has
shown that there is a close relationship between these
dependents and criminals and alcoholism, and that the
saloon as the best distributing agency for alcohol is
directly responsible for an increase in his taxes. He
has shown that he has no voice in determining
whether the saloon shall exist or not in his county

outside of his own township. He has shown that the
county receives no compensation of any kind from the
saloon for the damage it does. He has made out a
good case and is confidently expecting redress in the
ballot.

The Merchant, the Artisan and the Professional Men
Have Been Heard.

The merchant, the artisan, the professional man
have all been heard in protest against the lawlessness
of the saloon. They have shown the economic waste
entailed by the license system; they have shown that
the saloon is the chief incubator of vice in villages and
cities and is the headquarters for political grafters and
a menace to good government. They too are expect-
ing relief by the ballot.

Now Hear the Plea of the Women and Children.

But there is one altogether too large army of
silent victims of the legalized saloons whose case has
not been so prominently presented. They cannot
plead their own cause. We plead it for them. In
every village and city in this state where the open
saloon exists, these victims, helpless women and
children, are suffering persecution. If their eyes are
not turned toward Springfield in mute appeal for re-
lief, it is because they do not know to what great ex-
tent their happiness is involved in the county option
bill.

Baby faces pinched with hunger and aged by
care that are entirely out of harmony with childhood
years, made what they are because of saloonkeepers’
avarice and man’s appetite, are reasons enough for the
ballot with which to strike the death-blow to license.
That frail little woman bending over the washtub,
rubbing her life away to feed herself and her babies,
forced to this slavery because the natural provider of
the home has not the will power to pass the door of
the village saloon, is argument enough for the county
option law.

This sickly sentiment? Not a bit of it. There is
not a saloon apologist in this broad state who dares
deny the fact that in every village and city where the
saloon is doing business some women and children are
suffering want and abuse who would be receiving the


