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Announcement
William E. Johnson, for many years Associate

Editor of The New York Voice and of The New
Voice of Chicago, in addition to his duties as editor
of The New Republic becomes managing editor of
the various publications of the American Anti-Saloon
League.

E. H. CHERRINGTON,
General Manager.

Lee O'Neil Browne on the Growth of
Temperance Sentiment in the

Legislature
If there are any persons in the state of Illinois who

feel that the anti-saloon fight has not been well worth
while, they are either uninformed as to the real situa-
tion or are not interested in a better Illinois. A state-
ment made by Lee O’Neil Browne on the floor of the
house last week reveals what the liquor people think of
the growth of the temperance issue. It must be re-
membered that Mr. Browne is one of the attorneys
for the liquor people. They have ten or fifteen who are
members of the present legislature. These men hold
retainers from the liquor interests. We give here Mr.
Browne’s exact words:

Here is the wet and dry fight and you are all
trying to say that it is not affecting anything and
putting it down under cover and talking “Lori-
merism,” and about being for the governor. Down
in your hearts that question is a paramount issue
in this house today and it is dividing you. and
you know it.

There are only four or five more wet votes
than dry and I have been in this house long
enough to know it. and I have seen this feeling
before crystallizing and I know what it is.

This feeling is worse today than it has been in
previous sessions and that is the main cause of
disagreement. That is the main cause! Down in
your hearts, if you would be fair about it, you

would say so.
When Lee O’Neil Browne declares that this is the

oaramount issue, you can easily see what would hap-

j en to the state of Illinois were it not for the better
element in this assembly. They will save the state
from a repetition of the jack-pot legislature of 1909.
The present session would far outstrip all former ones
in corruption were it not for the growth of temperance
sentiment that makes it impossible for Lee O’Neil
Browne or one like him to preside over the present
general assembly.

When Lee O’Neil Browne the servant of the liquor
people, says that the temperance question is the para-
mount issue in this assembly, when he states, looking
as he does from a liquor man's standpoint, that there
are only four or five more wet votes than dry, mean-
ing that if they lose two or three votes that they
think they have, the county option bill will pass, the
situation looks good to the temperance folk. Lee
O’Neil Browne knows, as does every one else, that the
liquor element is the element that makes possible the
corruption of the state and community. The fight al-
ready has shown that it is well worth while, and now is
the time to win for county option and forever remove
this corrupting, disturbing and degrading elements
from control.

The Deadlock on Speakership
The deadlock in the Illinois legislature as to the

speakership has not at this writing been broken. Two
weeks have gone by without electing a speaker. The
legislature will re-convene on next Tuesday when it
is hoped a speaker will be elected. The friends of our
cause have been anxious to have a speaker who will be
fair and who will permit all temperance measures to be
given fair treatment on the floor. The liquor people,
realizing from their standpoint the gravity of the
situation, desire a speaker who by unfair methods will
enable them to defeat the county option bill.

Last Wednesday some of the members of the
Democratic side charged the progressive element of
the Democratic party with being obstructionists. But
on Thursday these elements united and together with
the Progressives cast a vote large enough to elect a
progressive Democrat, providing the followers of Mr.
Karch had made good on his declaration of the day
before in which he stated that he was willing to vote
for any progressive Democrat who could be elected.
That would have broken the deadlock but Mr. Karch
refused to give his strength to the other candidate.
Mr. Karch is an attorney for the liquor interests, and
you will remember he stated two years ago that the
saloons in his town of Belleville were just as edifying
as the churches. His reasons for refusing to assist in
the election of a speaker is evidently because that can-
didate is in favor of county option and would be fair.
The liquor traffic is an unfair institution and will not
play fair. The responsibility for the deadlock in the
general assembly rests directly upon the liquor traffic.
This action of Mr. Karch proves this conclusively.

The elements that deserve the credit to date for
saving the state from this threatened disgrace are the
twenty-five members of the Progressive party together
with the progressive Democrats. All honor to these
men for their noble work. To save this state at a time
when danger was so near is a task that is worthy of
the best.
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