
Isaac Straus Throws Bombshell Into Maryland Politics
BALTIMORE, MD, JANUARY—-

“But I do not hestitate to say that if
the right of the people locally to pass
at the polls upon the liquor question
is denied to them, the question of Pro-
hibition will become an imminent one,
because then the people will irre-
pressibly force it forward.”

This is a paragraph from the letter
of Hon. Isaac Lobe Straus, former
attorney general and Democratic can-
didate for United States senator, in re-
ply to a query of the Anti-Saloon
League as to Mr. Straus’ attitude to-
ward granting the people of Maryland
opportunity to vote on the issue of
local Prohibition. Mr. Straus, in his
letter, in nowise indicates that he
stands for Prohibition, but unmistak-
ably declares the right of the people
to decide by vote, whether or not they
favor Prohibition, and warns the
liquor men that if they oppose local
settlement of the issue, they may

bring about, by their own obstinacy,
general Prohibition.

Mr. Straus has merely emphasized
a right for which the Democratic party

has long contended—that of as large a
measure of local self-government as is
consistent with state and federal unity.

The present effort of the Maryland
Anti-Saloon League is directed toward
the passage of a measure giving coun-
ties the right to vote out the saloon.
State-wide Prohibition is the ultimate
purpose, of course, but it is not being
pressed now. The political parties
of Maryland and their leaders are

being given an opportunity to line up,
either with the liquor crowd or
against it.

The League believes the county
Prohibition bill will pass, although it
will be strenuously opposed by the
liquor interests, and the League has
“taken the number” of every states-
man and politician. There can be no
evasion, no equivocation, no hiding
in the bush. Superintendent Ander-
son has 'devoted no little energy to
smoking out every man in anywise
connected with legislation or party
management.

But the Anti-Saloon League is not
waiting until the adjournment of the
next legislature to start the state-wide
Prohibition fight. The League real-
izes that the liquor interests are still
foolish enough to try to defeat the
local Prohibition measure, and instead
of waiting fifteen months to see if it
can be beaten by fraud, the League
will simply make all preparation for
the broader fight.

The League is like the boy asking
his mother for some cake. He is
bound eventually to get the larger
piece, but he will take the smaller one
now, if that is all he can get, but keep
his eye on the bigger slice all the
time, and, while eating the smaller
one, renew his efforts to get the larger
one.

When the county bill has passed,
it will be easy enough to stop the
state-wide fight long enough to make
use of the local measure thoroughly,

and use the organization and senti-
ment thus created for the state-wide
contest. Os course, the more rapidly
the state goes dry under local Prohi-
bition, the more easily possible will be
the realization of the plan to make
Maryland dry under state Prohibition.

A big mass meeting for the local
measure will be held in the Lyric the-
ater on the afternoon of January 26.
Among the speakers will be Judge
J. C. McWhorter, who was president
of the West Virginia Ratification Fed-
eration.

The declaration of Mr. Straus
causes a division in his party. Many
of its leaders are not in favor of de-
claring for county Prohibition, but
the voters of the party are, and the
issue is clean-cut. Those who take a

stand against Straus must give out to
the world their allegiance to the booze
crowd.

Taking advantage of the split in
Democratic ranks, the Republicans
have a golden opportunity to declare
for the measure, especially as it seems
to be the present purpose of the Pro-
gressives not to come out in favor of
saloon-restriction. All things are pos-
sible, of course, even in politics, and
the demand of the voters of all'
parties, most of whom are against the
domination of the liquor ring, is likely
to become so powerful and insistent
that every political party will have a
plank in its platform declaring for
county Prohibition.

Harriman Wants Kenyon-
Sheppard Bill

HARRIMAN, TENN., JANUARY
—The citizens of Harriman, in mass
convention at the Baptist church Jan-
uary 7, endorsed the Kenyon-Sanders
Prohibition bill now before Congress,
and commended Tennessee’s repre-
sentatives and senators for favoring
the bill.

Several prominent men were pres-
ent and delivered speeches, among

them Judge Sam Brown and H. M.
Winslaw. A copy of the resolutions
adopted was sent to each Tennessee
representative and senator at Wash-
ington.

When little Bob bumped his head,
Uncle Jim gathered the youngster in
his arms and said,

“There! I’ll kiss it, and the pain
will all be gone.”

Cheerfully smiling, the youngster
exclaimed,

“Come down into the kitchen; the
cook has the toothache.”—Judge.

She —“You brute! When I consent-
ed to marry you, I can’t think where
my head was!”

He—“On my shoulder, dear!”
London Opinion,

Killed By License Saloon

SPOKANE, WASH., JANUARY—
Recently M. C. Moon, a laboring man,
got on a drunken carouse among the
licensed saloons of this city. He was
arrested and chucked in jail for pat-
ronizing too freely the legalized rum
shops. When taken in by the police,
he had been suffering from delirium
tremens.

Dr. W. M. Newman prescribed for
him and he had shaken off the tre-
mens. Then he sank into an attack
of nervousness, grew suddenly weak
and died in the Sacred Heart hospital.

He was fifty-eight years of age.
This is a common occurrence among
the licensed saloons of Seattle. »That
is what they are for.


