
Robert G. Ingersoll's Views on Alcohol

**

Facsimile of.Col. ingersoll’s note explaining his booze utterance.

A query comes to American Patriot office from
far-off Washington asking about the attitude of the
late Col. Robert G. Ingersoll on drink.

While Mr. Ingersoll was not a total abstainer, he
cannot justly be said to have been a friend to the sa-
loon. Years ago, when his brother Eben was ill, his
physician prescribed whisky. In a sort of jest, Col.
Robert sent him as a present a jug of whisky, together
with a eulogy of whisky, calling it the “mingled souls
of wheat and corn,” etc.

At another time, during the famous Munn trial in
Chicago, Ingersoll delivered one of the most furious
invectives against alcohol ever uttered. He said:

I believe that alcohol, to a certain degree, demoralizes
those who make it, those who sell it, and those who drink it.
I believe from the time it issues from the coiled and poisonous
worm of the distillery until it empties into the hell of crime,

death, and dishonor, it demoralizes everybody that touches
it. I do not believe that anybody can contemplate the subject
without becoming prejudiced against this liquid crime. All
you have to do is to think of the wrecks upon either bank
of this stream of death—of the suicides, of the insanity, of
the poverty, of the ignorance, of the distress, of the little
children tugging at the faded dresses of weeping and despair-
ing wives, asking for bread; of the men of genius it has
wrecked; of the millions who have struggled with imaginary
serpents produced by this devilish thing. And when you
think of the jails, of the almshouses, of the prisons, and of
the scaffolds upon either bank—l do not wonder that every
thoughtful man is prejudiced against the damned stuff called
alcohol.

The explanation as to the eulogy of whisky was
given to a member of the American Patriot staff b>
Mr. Ingersoll’s friend and biographer, Mr. E. M. Mac-
Donald, now dead.

The authenticity of the denunciation of alcohol
came from Col. Ingersoll himself, in a note to one of
the Patriot staff, who wrote the Colonel, enclosing a
clipping of the utterance, and asking if it was genuine.
Mr. Ingersoll returned the clipping with a note saying;
“Dear Sir;

“The above is correct. It is part of a speech deliv-
ered by me in the Munn trial at Chicago in 1876.

“Yours truly,
“R. G. INGERSOLL.”

Whisky Contention in Two Legislatures
OHIO

COLUMBUS, 0., JANUARY
Governor James M. Cox has informed
the leaders of the wets that he will
not stand for any impairment of ex-
isting laws restricting and reg-
ulating the liquor traffic. This means
that there will be no repeal of the
county option law, for which the wets
have hoped and under which forty-
five counties are now dry.

He approves the main features of
the initiated bill for the licensing of
the liquor traffic now pending in the
house, but will ask that some changes
be made. He points out that it is not
fair to give a saloonkeeper, who is de-
nied a license, the right of appeal, and
not give those who object to a saloon-
keeper an opportunity to appeal when
he is licensed over their objections.

Want 87 Dry Counties
Des Moines, lowa, January.—lowa

Anti-Saloon League during 1913 will
try to make lowa a state of eighty-
seven dry counties, according to the
announcement which it has just
made along with the proposal to wipe
Plymouth county and the town of
LeMars off the wet map. At present
there are only thirteen wet counties
in the state and few of these will have
even a chance, say officers, to get into
the wet column during the coming

LOUISIANA
BATON ROUGE, JANUARY

Statewide Prohibition is the slogan
in Louisiana.

Through J. A. Christian, superin-
tendent of the Anti-Saloon League,
it is announced that Louisiana drys
will hold a convention soon to plan
for the campaign. Mr. Christian be-
lieves that four out of every five per-
sons in the state is in favor of abol-
ishing the saloons, and all that is
needed is to concentrate the senti-
ment already aroused and to arouse
other sentiment in favor of the State-
wide Prohibition project.

Every part of Louisiana and every
moral and social welfare organiza-
tion will be represented in the con-
vention. Every interest opposed to
the saloon will be urged to co-operate.

year, although in several instances
petitions have been filed.

Petitions have recently been filed
in Allamakee and Pottatamie coun-
ties by wet forces, but these two
petitions, say the anti-saloon forces
are each capable of 200 withdrawals
which will insure success for the dry’s
fight. Within the past two months
efforts to put Lyon, O’Brien, Wood-
bury and Winneshiek counties in the
wet column have failed, the petitions
being insufficient to re-open the sa-
loons. An effort is now being made

to secure sufficient signatures to in-
sure a re-opening of saloons in John-
son county.

M. S. Odle, attorney for the dry
forces, has just returned from Ot-
tumwa and Ft. Dodge where he was
successful in prosecuting five drug
store firms for selling liquor con-
trary to the mulct law.

Collett Got Soaked
ASHLAND, 0., JANUARY—There

is a druggist in Ashland named Col-
lett, who is willing to admit that Pro-
hibition does prohibit. He tried turn-
ing his drugstore into a speakeasy and
trouble has been stacking up on him
ever since. Recently his clerk was
arrested for selling liquor, a violation
of the local option law, and was fined
$200.00 and costs. A short time ago
the druggist had to come down with
several hundred dollars Dow tax
money. Then Collett himself was
brought before the mayor of Ashland,
charged with violating the county op-
tion law and was assessed a fine of
$350.00 and costs and his place of busi-
ness was ordered abated as a nuisance.

Little Mary went into the country
on a visit to her grandmother. Walk-
ing in the garden she chanced to spy
a peacock, a bird she had never be-
fore seen. She ran quickly into the
house and cried out:

“Oh, grandma, come out and see!
There’s an old chicken in full bloom!”
—The Continent.


