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fused the mortgage and refused to pay her rent, where-
upon suit was brought against her and she was ousted
from the place, losing her thousand dollars and her
time and trouble. The new proprietor secured a long-
time lease on the place with the avowed object of re-
modeling or reconstructing the building. The writer
went to the owner of the property, which is part of
the Winston estate, and assured them that the place
would be used for immoral purposes by the lessee,
lie was coldly told that none of their property would
be used for such purposes. The writer then went to
the city hall and notified Mr. Schuettler and the re-
doubtable Mr. Schlossen, chief of the gambling squad,
that a gambling den had already opened in the place.

At least one boy, to the writer’s knowledge, leaves
his weekly pay in the possession of these thieves. The
writer was assured that the gambling squad would do
business with this institution.

On a recent Saturday night a so-called banquet
was given in honor of the president of the North Side
Merchants’ Club. Having secured an invitation, the
writer sent two men to the banquet, which was a
barmacide feast so far as victuals were concerned, but
whisky and beer flowed in abundance. One man was
seen to purchase SSO worth of poker chips at once in
the adjoining room, while others engaged in dice and
chuck-a-luck and other forms of gambling. Part of
the program of this delightful social function was the
raffling off of twelve women of the underworld. The
chief articles of dress were the masks which they wore,
and which the winners were entitled to remove after
the game to see whom they had won. Plain clothes
men from the police station just across the alley were
in attendance at this affair. The alderman was also
present, and made a speech, but declared to the writer
that he was tricked by the Merchants’ Club; that he
went not knowing what kind of a crowd lie was
getting into, and that he was totally ignorant that any
immoral performances were to be features of the
evening.

These robbers of widows and widows’ sons, these
depraved business men, could not do business for a
single day unless some politician held a protecting
hand over them and permitted them to defy the laws
with impunity.

A Professional Bondsman’s Graft.

The proprietor of this last named joint is also a
professional bondsmen. He has been known to rent
property for immoral purposes and then to lead a raid
upon the inmates and be at the station to bail them out
at so much a head for their appearance at court the
next morning.

An Italian newspaper dealer also runs a profes-
sional bonding business and has now accumulated
enough from the sale of papers and bailing out unfortu-
nates to purchase a saloon. He has also opened an
office as notary public and real estate dealer. You will
find him haunting the sessions of court by day to
see if the prisoners he bailed out the night before are
present for trial. A deputy city sealer was engaged in
this business contrary to law until the writer exposed
him in the daily papers.

These instances, chosen from the many varieties

of graft, will suffice to show that the citizens of the
ward who permit undesirable men to obtain political
power not only part with their personal liberties but
actually thrust them out of their hands.

Yet some complacent souls will say: “Let them
have their graft so long as they don’t interfere with
me.”

I can easily show in a later article how this com-
paratively innocent graft is related to the great moral
issues of the community and each citizen of the neigh-
borhood, and indeed, of the city, pays his toll, some-
times a very expensive toll, to the system. If we are
to save our municipality, every righteous and liberty-
loving citizen must say of the political plum tree as
John the Baptist said of the graft of his day and of the
cardinal sins that confronted the people of his time:
“Now is the ax laid at the root of every tree, and every
tree that beareth not good fruit shall be hewn down
and cast into the fire.”

The Glory of Rockford
Mayor W. W. Bennett, of Rockford, in a speech

before the Pomona Grange at its annual meeting,
said:

Out in Waterloo, la., they have hit upon a plan of
organizing the Waterloo Business and Temperance associa-
tion, which takes in men of both city and country, banded
together, corporated under the law's of the state, to maintain
and advance the temperance cause. Something like that
may be done here. We need you there, and we need that you
keep up the high standard of health and morality which sends
us a steady supply of clean, strong, active and acute young
men and women to take the place of our own people, who
are worn and laid aside because they will not take care of
themselves.

Rockford’s greatest glory today is that it is a dry
town, and it must be kept dry. It must be kept safe and clean
for our boys and our girls, and the only way to accomplish
this is for fathers, and mothers, and all interested in the
welfare of the young, to stand steadfast, shoulder to shoulder,
and push steadily forward. Not impatiently— not rushing for-
ward in advance of the army. But stay with the crowd, give
of our best, and the end must be what we hope and trust
it will be.

Governor of Arkansas
Fixes Blame

Governor George W. Donaghey, of Arkansas, de-
livered his farewell message to the legislature on Janu-
ary 15. In this message he recited what he considers
the three principal causes for crime. He enumerated
them as follows:

“The sale of deadly weapons and permission of
such sale to be brought into the state.”

“The carrying of concealed weapons by the crim-
inally inclined-”

“The permission, by the state, of saloons within its
borders.”

The governor said that 75 per cent of law viola-
tions are by men under the influence of alcoholic drinks
at the time, and that the best way to suppress crime is
to suppress the cause by abolishing the liquor traffic
in the state.

That sounds like common sense argument.
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