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I "Not by My Act will Children be Orphaned or Mothers' Hearts Broken"
. „

—County Judge Paul J. Celia §

Paul J. Celia, county judge of Miller county, Ar-
kansas, in an open letter under date of December 31,
1912, to the people of his county makes plain his op-
inion of the saloon business. The wets in Texarkana
had filed a petition, which petition was held valid bv
the circuit court, calling for a revocation of the three
mile order—prohibiting saloons within three miles of a
school house.

This letter is one of the strongest indictments
against the nefarious liquor traffic that has come to our
notice in many months, but it is especially interesting
for the heroic answer this county judge gives to the
saloonists, threat of political death as a reward for the
course he is taking. He displays a loyalty to principle
which would tax the courage of any ambitious public
man. He deserves the commendation of decent people
everywhere. Space forbids the printing of the letter in
full. The sub-heads are ours.

The statutes force me to the decision of this ques-
tion. It has been held for years by the supreme court
that the county court may grant or withhold liquor
licenses—a discretion to be exercised for what the court
may believe to be the best interest of the county and
in this decision it is not controlled by either the vote
of the electors or the petition of adult inhabitants with-
in a three-mile radius. The open saloon in Texarkana,
Ark., will not only affect the city and its inhabitants,
but may and no doubt will vitally affect every home
in Miller county.
The Taxpayer of the County is Interested in the Ques-

tion of License for the City.

I have yet to find a man who will defend the open
saloon as a moral institution. * * * * * I am there-
fore, requested to permit a majority within three miles
of a school house in Texarkana to control the vital
question of whether the saloon shall open its doors in
Miller county, and guided by this same majority, to
license an institution in our county for which no man
■can offer an apology save that it will produce revenue.
I am told the city needs the revenue from high license;
but this can have no effect whatever in the decision on
a question of moral wrong. The city is a part of
Miller county; the taxpayers of the entire county bear
the burdens of the jail, the criminal courts and the en-
forcement of the criminal law—the wages of the open
saloon. Under the present able and upright mayor,
our city is getting out of debt without liquor license;
it owes less than any city of equal size in the country,
I am informed, and I shall see that its revenue is sub-
stantially increased if the enforcement of the tax lav/s
will do so. But the necessity for revenue, if it exists,
amounts to nothing more than a temptation to sell our
convictions for a few thousand dollars.

Licensed Saloons Mean Politics Dictated and Con-
trolled by the Liquor Interests.

Knowing the people of this county, as I do, I be-
lieve them to be a law-abiding, God-fearing and up-
right people. As a whole they have no interest in the
whisky traffic, save only to protect themselves and
their children from its ravages and to keep it out of
the politics of this county, where its corrupting hand
is even now appearing. Name a county or city where
the saloon is legalized and I will name a county or city
whose politics is dictated and controlled by the liquor
interests. I believe the good people of this county

know that unlike any other business, the liquor busi-
ness cannot be ti'usted to keep its unclean hands out
of the political affairs of this county. When any advo-
cate of the saloon makes any such promise, he deceives
no man. The only way we can keep the liquor busi-
ness, with all its crime and vice out of local politics
and government, is not to allow it to return. lam con-
vinced that a majority of the white people of Miller
county are against the open saloon, and as the spokes,
man for the whole people of our county, after a careful
and prayerful consideration of this matter, I am de-
termined to grant no liquor license while I am countyjudge.

Accepts the Challenge of the Liquor Interests.
Notice has already been served upon me and some

of my friends that politically I am doomed. It has
been intimated that whatever may be my success while
county judge, that for this decision adverse to the sa-
loons and the liquor traffic, I am marked for defeat.
I accept this challenge with all the earnestness of my
soul. I am willing to trust not only my political, but
my personal future to the good citizens of my countv,
upon whom I now call to arise in their might and
demonstrate to the world that this is a county of de-
cency and morals where the question of selling liquor
shall not determine the fitness of a man for office, and
where the morals of a public servant must be as much
above suspicion as those of a private citizen.
No Orphaned Children and No Ruined Lives On His

Conscience.
In conclusion I want to say that if I must be sacri-

ficed, I can think of no worthier cause in which I can
go down. I will at least have the consolation of know-
ing that no act of mine ever permitted the fastening
on to this county of the grossest evil of modern life;
that because I was judge no gray-haired mothers have
gone down in sorrow and shame to their graves; no
wives have been beaten and starved; no children or-
phaned and no men sunk into the gutter of dejection
and ruin. With these memories l ean lay down the
public service with the full approval of my conscience,
not ashamed or afraid to face my neighbors nor to be
held accountable by my God.

Respectfully,
PAUL J. CELLA, County Judge.

Texarkana, Ark., Dec. 31, 1912.

They Know What’s Hurting
Them

The following tribute from the enemy was given
the wide publicity of the Associated Press service last
week. Any who have imagined that the League hasn’t
been making its fight against the liquor interests
count would better ponder this press dispatch. The
liquor crowd knows what’s hurting it:

To Fight Anti-Saloon League.
[By The Associated Press.]

Washington, D. C., Jan. 23.—War to the knife on the
Anti-Saloon League of America was declared by the National
Liquor Dealers’ Association, which has finished its annual
convention here. Many of the delegates are leaving for their
homes today. In a resolution adopted after a brief debate it
was determined that “immediate action” should be taken “to
oppose the nefarious methods” of the League.


