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Shall the Liquor Traffic Dominate the
State of Illinois?

(Continued from page seven.)

bers of this present assembly lighting as they are, so
hard to save the interests of those who employ them,
some on both sides of the house, he can see how hai d
they are striving to control. One of their prominent
leaders last week, when he feared that his ability to
control the situation for the brewer and distiller was
going glimmering, became so frantic that in his frenzy
he rushed up to an official of the League who was
talking out in the hall with a dry man at the door of
one of the committee rooms that was not in use, and
threatened that he would make a statement on the
floor of the house criticising the temperance leader
for speaking individually in any rooms of the state
house with the dry members of the assembly. From
this foolish action on his part one would be led to be-
lieve that he controls the entire state capitol. Save
the day that this state must ever surrender to such.

The liquor traffic is beginning to realize that the
people of the state will not be ruled by it. The
liquor traffic is dying, and the death is a hard one to

them. They become disturbed when the light is turned
on, and so attempt to frighten away those who have
the better interests of the state at heart. The Anti-
Saloon League is on the job at Springfield as a repre-
sentative of the great mass of decent citizenship in

this state, and will stay there until the gavel falls at

the close of the assembly, regardless of the discomfort
their presence may cause the piratical liquor traffic,
which robs the home, putting the fire out at the hearth-
stone. emptying the barrel of meal and sending the
children out into the streets hungry, ragged, cold and
ashamed.

A Clean City-Physically and
Morally

Rockford evidenly doesn't need saloon license
money to pay street cleaners These license cities, with
muddy unsanitary streets and license money with
which to meet public expenses, better learn from Rock-
ford. Under the caption “A Clean City,” the Rockford
Star of January 18 says:

A Rockford traveling man, who travels all over the mid-
dle west, makes this observation:

“I have just returned from a trip through Illinois, lowa
and Michigan, and found snow and slush everywhere. When

1 got back to Rockford the difference was refreshing. The
snow had been carted away from the business streets and
there was no slush or dirt. It is a remark often made by
traveling men as they alight from trains: ‘How clean Rock-
ford always is. Why can’t other cities be as clean?’ ”

That is a deserved compliment. Rockford is clean phys-
ically and morally, because the people will not allow it to be
otherwise and, additionally, because the authorities are

abreast of the times.
Where there is a strong civic spirit there is sure to be a

clean city.
In marked contrast with the above, is the financial

condition of such saloons cities as Rock Island and
East St. Louis. Last spring when the streets needed

sweeping in Rock Island, the city treasury was empty
and the banks would not loan the city more money,
so a public subscription had to be taken to raise SI,OOO
for this work. This winter the newspapers announced
that the banks in East St. Louis would no longer cash
the checks ol the city's employees since the city was
too near bankruptcy. We challenge the liquor inters
ests to find any dry city in such financial conditions.

The idea that the license for saloons will decrease
the taxes in such cities is about as great a delusion
as ever rested on any people. The only way that wee
cities will ever get financial relief is to oust their tax-
increasing saloons.

“He Belonged to the Right
Organization”
By Arthur S. Chapman

Court was in session. The case was that in which
a widow as guardian for three minor children, was
suing certain dramshop keepers- Twenty years ago
a man had led to the altar a beautiful young girl, and
as a result of their marriage three children had been
born to the home. Through industry and economy on
the part of the man and his wife he had at one time
amassed a fortune of near SIOO,OOO, and near the close
of his life he had acquired the habit of drink, and had
lost his fortune, and had died during an attack of the
delirium tremens Now his modest, grief-stricken wid-
ow was in the courts trying under the dramshop act
to recover from the dramshop keeper a certain amount
of the squandered property to her children.

The task of the hour was the securing a compe-
tent jury. Man after man for one reason or another
had failed to qualify, and a new man was in the box
being examined. All the questions probable had been
asked, when the attorney for the liquor people, who
happened to be a deacon in one of the local churches,
further enquired:

“Do you now or have you at any previous time
belonged to any organization that has for its purpose
the suppression of the liquor traffic?”

Answer— “I do!” All sleepy folks were awake
in a moment, and the attorney pressed the matter fur-
ther. “You may state to what organization you be-
long.”

Answer:—“I belong to the church.” It is need-
less to state that this man was objected to as a juror
by the liquor men.

But after all. did he not belong to the right organi-
zation? The saloon is the worst enemy that the church
has to contend with today. It holds the longest upon
a man you are trying to win to Christ, and is the first to
win a man back to the sin life. The saloon throws
more pitfalls in the way of our youth and does more
toward the weakening of manhood than any other
agency of the devil, and it is the business of the church
to see to it that the saloon is overthrown, and outside
of winning men to Christ you are never better working
your job. than when working against the saloon.

Churchmen, we belong to an organization that has
a right and has the power to overthrow the liquor
traffic. Let us arise and do it.
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