
Employer Has Legal Right to Discharge
Employee for Drunkenness

The Lackawanna Railroad Company has recently
joined the long list of great corporations which have
barred their employees from drinking whether on duty
or not. Great manufacturing concerns as well as rail-
roads are requiring that their men be sober because
only in sobriety lies skill and reliability. Many of
them have set down rules prohibiting the drinking of
intoxicating liquor either on or off duty. To the per-
sonal liberty advocates this may look like infringe-
ment upon the rights of these employees. Law Notes,
for January, comments on the strike of the employees
of the Northeastern Railroad in England, which was
called because of the dismissal of a locomotive engineer
for being drunk while off duty. It is the contention of
the employees of this railroad that the discharge of
this engineer for such a cause is an invasion of their
private rights. “Is this true?” asks Law Notes, and tb*'
answers the query by citing cases which support the
contention that an employer has the right to discharge
an employee for being intoxicated while off duty. It
says:

“The supreme court of Alabama has even
gone further than this. In Bass Furnace Co.
vs. Glasscock, 82 Ala. 452, it was said: ‘lt
seems to be settled, that it is an implied part
of every contract of service, that the employee
will abstain from habitual drunkenness, or
repeated acts of intoxication, during the per-

iod of his employment. If he be guilty of
this indulgence, his conduct will justify his
dismissal Public drunkenness of any
employee, while in the service of the employer,
and manifesting itself in boisterous and dis-
orderly conduct, either towards the employer
or third persons, is such misconduct as to con-
stitute a violation of the stipulation, implied in
every contract of service, that the employee
will conduct himself with such decency and
politeness of deportment as not to work injury
to the business of the employer. This he can
do by a single act of drunkenness, which may
tend to offend the reasonable prejudices or
tastes of the public, or impair their confidence,
or render him disagreeable in social or busi-
ness intercourse. The drunkenness of em-
ployees may well deter the patrons of any
business establishment from continuing their
business intercourse with it, especially when
social contact is frequently necessary to its
consummation. It may prove, also, equally
offensive to the master or employer, who may
justly regard sobriety as an indispensable ele-
ment of efficient service.’ It can hardly be
doubted that the intoxication of a railroad
employee, espcially a locomotive engineer,
even while off duty, interferes to some extent
with his efficiency.”

The Worst Robber
By R. B. Patton, D. D.

The liquor traffic wastes our national resources.
Millions of bushels of grain that the God of Providence
intended to feed the hungry, are annually rotted in the
manufacture of alcoholic liquors. Each year over two
billion dollars of our national wealth is worse than
wasted in the business. It saddles upon our communi-
ties an enormous expense in protecting society and in
prosecuting 'the saloon-manufactured criminals. It
practically doubles the expense of caring for the imbe-
cile, the insane, the pauper and the outlaw. It diverts
capital from useful channels. It gluts our court dock-
ets with criminal cases.

But reprehensible as are the financial aspects of
the liquor business, they are as nothing in comparison
with the arrogant brutality with which the saloonist
invades the home and demands our boys that it may
corrupt and blast their young lives, destroy their am-
bitions, blight their fair hopes, undermine their health,
dethrone reason and convert them into paupers, men-
aces to society and criminals. Stripped of its glamour
and periphery, the liquor traffic seeks to destroy our
boys and coin their young hearts’ blood into saloon
receipts. These outrageous demands of this infernal
business are occasion enough to make the stones rise
up and cry, “This eternal wrong—this damnable out-
rage, this high treason against the republic of human
nature muse not be—shall not be.” More stealthily

than the midnight robber and with an infinitely blacker
purpose, comes this despoiler to the home of inno-
cence and purity. How long shall it be e’er we awake
to the turpitude of this enormous wrong? How long
will we suffer it?

Ja!
“Yes, I’ve accepted David,” she said.
“Why,” said the girl beside her, “you told me

positively that if Dave proposed your answer would
be a word of two letters.”

The other girl, blushing a little, said softly:
“But I answered Dave in German.”

“My friends,” declaimed an orator in the Congress Hotel
during the Republican convention:—“My friends, I say to
you that this great Republic of ours is standing right now on
the brink of an abscess!”—Saturday Evening Post.

I have felt
A presence that disturbs me with the joy
Os elevated thoughts; a sense sublime

Os something far more deeply interfus’d
Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns,
And the round ocean, and the living air,
And the blue sky, and in the mind of man;
A motion and a spirit, that impels
All thinking things, all objects of all thought,
And rolls through all things.—Wadsworth.


