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What Next?
The primary and election are over. The senate

and house at Springfield are organized. A committee
on committees will probably be appointed before this
paper reaches the public. The prospects at the begin-
ning of this assembly are better than ever before. The
liquor dealers realize this. One of their attorneys, Lee
O’Neil Browne, who is a member of the house, stated
recently that the great question dividing this assembly
is the wet and dry issue. Only a few votes, according
to this statement, are between the forces. This should
speak loudly to our temperance friends as to the op-
portunity confronting us.

The Legislative Program.
There will be introduced into the legislature with-

in a few days a county local option bill, a residence
district bill, and a blind tiger bill. A number of other
measures will be presented by temperance men of the
state which will have the support of the Anti-Saloon
League. However, the above-named measures will be
the real program of the Anti-Saloon League for the
present legislature. If the members of the assembly
were to vote on these questions in accordance with
their personal judgment, a large majority would vote
in their favor. The liquor traffic, however, is an or-
ganization of strength and power. The influence of
their mighty organization is felt in the senatorial dis-
tricts. A great many representatives and senators
hesitate to face the propositions. Many men who
would prefer to be on the right side are sometimes
found on the wrong side. County option is merely a
referendum which gives the opportunity to the people
of a county to vote out the saloons when a majority
of the voters express themselves as opposed to the
saloon. There never was a proposition presented to
the public that was fairer. If the liquor traffic wanted
to be fair they would not oppose this, measure. Some
of the temperance constituency of the state may be
surprised to find that there are men who proclaimed in
favor of the people ruling who will not lend their vote
to give the people the right to rule on the saloon ques-
tion. They are not always willing to let this demo-
cratic principle apply to a question that divides the
people. They are not willing to make personal sacri-
fices in order to do their duty. There are a number of
men who ought to be on the right side as to this

question who would rather not have the issue raised.
They say that friends from both sides have helped in
their election, and they prefer not to go on record.

The residence district local option bill is just as
fair as the county local option bill. It gives to the
people of a district, that has a majority of its build-
ings as residences, the right to eliminate the saloon by
a majority vote of the people living there. Here again
it is just a question of majority rule. The blind tiger
bill meets the approval of every man who believes in
law and wants the law enforced. No man who is not
friendly to the bootlegger will vote against this
measure.

None of these questions really raise the direct
issue of saloons or no saloons, but they deal with the
fundamental principles and ask for only what the
sentiments of the times demand. A man stated re-
cently that he did not think the time was ripe for
county option in his district. If that is true the county
option proposition will not vote the saloon from his
district, as it only prohibits the saloon when a ma-
jority of the citizens are opposed to the saloon.

The Legislative Plan.

It is harder to get legislation than most of the
friends of the assemblymen at home think it to be.
The different liquor organizations of the state are on
the ground at Springfield and are at work. They have
their paid representatives on the floor of the house.
These men do their best at every turn to prevent leg-
islation that would in any way curtail or destroy the
liquor business. They are the willing servants of
their employers. A notable example of this is the
fact that nearly every saloon-elected man in the senate
expressed a desire to be a member of the license com-
mittee, while on the other hand the temperance men
usually have to be drafted into service on this com-
mittee. As the fight warms up the constituents of the
liquor men at home will flood their representatives
with letters and telegrams, expressing their interest in
saloon legislation and their desire that there be no anti-
saloon legislation. They try to make the representative
believe that the sentiment in his district is overwhelm-
ingly wet. Too often the friends of the dry cause at
home are content to trust their representatives without
any assurance on their part that they are interested


