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cense money to the city treasury. The tax levy for the
present year is not available, so we have no way of
determining just how much the citizens of Galesburg
have saved in taxes by voting back the saloon.

HOW LICENSE MONEY DOES NOT
REDUCE TAXES.

Tax Rate for
City Purposes Money

Streator $6.05*4 $ 32,000
Joliet 5.59 138,000
Decatur 5.06 57,000
Moline 4.36 63,000
Peoria 4.25 180,000
Rock Island 4.01 58,800
Jacksonville 3.87 Dry
GALESBURG 3.74 Dry

Public Improvements and the Saloon.
That public improvements do not necessarily

suffer through lack of license revenue is borne out by
the experience of the village of Barrington, located
partly in Cook and partly in Lake counties. This vil-
lage has voted dry three consecutive times, and the
following official statistics relative to expenditures for
public improvements are interesting:

Expenditures on Streets and Sidewalks.
1907 last wet year ($2,000 saloon

license money) $1,925.65

191 1 (eleven months) (no saloons,
no license money) 3,576.97

Cost of Lighting Streets:
1907 last wet year $ 872.85
1911 1,782.50
That these increased expenditures have not re-

sulted in the depletion of the general fund, or brought
the village to bankruptcy, as predicted in 1908 by the
liquor fellows, is shown by the following comparison:

General Fund April 1, 1908 $1,778.07
General Fund April 1, 1912 1,940.28
In 1908 the village owed $7,500.
In 1912 THE VILLAGE IS OUT OF DEBT.
What about taxes? Compare them with the

neighboring village of Palatine, which has $3,000 per
year saloon license money. Here are the figures:

Palatine, tax paid 1912 on each SIOO
valuation SI.BO .

Barrington, tax paid 1912 on each SIOO
valuation 1.73

Let the Liquor Fellows Pay the Bill
A bill has been introduced in the Illinois senate

providing for a state inebriate farm. It asks for an
appropriation of $250,000. No doubt there is great
need for such a farm in this state. Chicago’s 7,000
saloons could easily furnish such an institution with
more inmates than it could care for. It might be the
means of reclaiming some hopeless drunkards for lives
of usefulness.

We are for it if the whole burden of expense for
its purchase and maintenance be put upon the shoul-
ders of those who are responsible for the victims of

alcoholism—the fellows who make and sell the stuff
that makes men drunkards.

Collier's Weekly and the Liquor
Business

Collier’s Weekly is rendering valuable service to
good citizenship throughout the country in its decisive
stand against patent medicine frauds and get-rich-
quick schemes and fakes in general.

Frequently it takes a good right-arm jab at the
liquor business. In its number of February 1 the
following appears:

Here is a Good Move.

The greatest chain of drug stores in America is called
Liggetts. Its president, Louis K. Liggett, celebrated New
Year’s Day by issuing this order to its stores in Boston
and twenty-one other cities in the United States and Canada:

“From this date no intoxicating liquors of any
kind will be sold in any Liggett store in the
United States or Canada.”

This is a wholly voluntary step toward high-business
ideals, for the law quite generally sanctions the sale of liquor
by drug stores in quantities of a half pint or more. Liggetts’
had already discontinued throughout its chain of retail stores
the sale of habit-forming drugs, or anything to be used for
questionable purposes, not waiting for these things to be for-
bidden by law. This episode has an interesting relation to
the largest political question in the United States today. The
chief issue between the Progressive and Democratic parties
is whether business shall be encouraged to organize into large
units, or the contrary. This is a very broad and complex
problem, and what is said here touches only a small part of it;
but there can be no doubt of these things: large organization,
up to a certain point at least, makes for economy; large or-
ganization in retail trade makes also for attractive stores and
efficient service; and this Liggetts’ incident proves that large
organization can sometimes go farther than the law toward
social good.

Shorter Hours for lowa Saloons
According to a press dispatch from Des Moines,

lowa, under date of February 5, saloonkeepers in lowa
will be permitted to keep their places open only from
7 a. m. to 7 p. m., if a bill passed by the lower house
meets with the same reception in the senate and is
signed by Governor Clarke.

The house voted for the bill sixty-nine to thirty.
The senate is said to be strongly Prohibition in senti-
ment.

Booze Fight Abandoned
Citizens planning to bring on another vote at the Lewis-

town April township election have abandoned that scheme
for this year.

Like the proposed outlaw locker club last spring, the
booze plottery for this spring “died a-bornin’.” One of the
wicked saloon promoters exposed the reason of this flunk:
“Too d—d much Fulton Democrat in this old town.”—Fulton
County Democrat, Feb. 5.

It is not the finding of a thing, but the making
of something out of it after it is found, that is really
of consequence.—Elbert Hubbard.
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