
Abraham Lincoln and the Liquor Question
February 12 is Lincoln’s birthday, and a grateful nation delights in paying homage to the memory

of the great emancipator in the observance of tfiis day as a national holiday. Banquets will be held and in-
cidents of his life will be reviewed in public addresses and in the
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press.
It is fitting that enemies of the saloon recall some of his ut-

terances that are unquestioned proofs of his undying hatred of the
liquor traffic.

The liquor interests are continually trying to show that Lin-
coln was a friend of their business. If Lincoln even sold liquor, he
sold it at a time when public sentiment regarding the traffic was
very different from what it is today, and he sold it under different
conditions, as far as his merchandizing was concerned. In his day,
as a business man, the keeper of a general store kept and sold liquor
as he did a hundred other things. He was the handy man for the
community, selling groceries, dry goods, medicines and rum. An
attempt to draw even an inferential parallel between Abraham

• Lincoln, storekeeper, and the modern saloonist, is brazen in its
effrontery.

It is with a great deal of satisfaction, therefore, that we note
that the Springfield Ministerial Association has entered a vigorous
protest against the use of liquor at the banquet to be held in Lin-

coln’s honor on February 12, in Springfield, Illinois, the city in which he for so many years had his home.
Some of these banquets on previous occasions have developed into drunken revelries.

The Washingtonian Pledge.

Lincoln, as a young man, signed the Washing-
tonian pledge and kept it faithfully. He persuaded
many others to sign the same pledge. The story of a
temperance meeting held by Mr. Lincoln in a school
house down in Sangamon county, as told by Cleopas
Breckenridge, who as a little boy signed the Wash-
ingtonian pledge at that meeting, induced Dr. Howard
H. Russell to found the Lincoln Legion, the total ab-
stinence department of the Anti-Saloon League. Mr.
Breckenridge tells the story of that meeting as follows:

“The people sat about on the boughs of
trees and upon the logs. The speaker on the
occasion was a young lawyer from Spring-
field, who already had gained a reputation as a
public speaker, and the announcement of the
fact that he was to speak called out a large
crowd, almost all the families in that part of
the country being represented.

“The speaker made a very earnest appeal
for total abstinence from the use of all intoxi-
cating drinks. He gave reasons why he was in
favor of total abstinence, and why he thought
others should become total abstainers. About
the time he finished his address he took a
paper out of his pocket. ‘This,’ he said, ‘is
what is called the Washingtonian Pledge.. It
is the same pledge many thousands of people
have signed in connection with the work of
the Washingtonian Society throughout the
country. I have signed this pledge myself,
and would be glad to have as many of my
neighbors as are willing to do so, sign the
same pledge with me.’

“The pledge was passed from one to an-
other and was signed by a good many of those
present. After a number had signed, the first
thing I knew the speaker was standing in front

of me. He said to me: ‘Sonny, don’t you
want your name on this pledge?’ I said:
‘Yes, sir,’ He said: ‘You know what it
means, that you are not to drink intoxicating
liquor?’ I said: ‘Yes, sir.’ He asked me my
name, and I told him, Cleopas Breckenridge.
He wrote my name upon the paper, then he
transferred the pencil to his left hand, and
holding the paper and pencil in his left hand,
he leaned over and laid his right hand upon
my head and said: ‘Now, sonny, you keep
that pledge, and it will be the best act of your
life.’

“The speaker who addressed that meeting,
and who wrote my name upon the pledge, was
Abraham Lincoln.”

Lincoln’s Famous Temperance Oration.
Following is an extract from the closing portion of

an address delivered by Abraham Lincoln before the
Springfield Washingtonian Temperance Society, Feb-
ruary 22, 1842:

“If the relative grandeur of revolutions shall be
estimated by the great amount of human misery they
alleviate, and the small amount they inflict, then, in-
deed, will this be the grandest the world shall ever have
seen. Os our political revolution of ’76 we all are justly
proud. It has given us a degree of political freedom,
far exceeding that of any other of the nations of the
earth. In it the world has found a solution of that
long-mooted problem as to the capability of man to
govern himself. In it was the germ which has vege-
tated, and still is to grow and expand, into the uni-
versal liberty of mankind.

“But with all these glorious results, past present
and to come, it had its evils, too. It breathed forth
famine, swam in blood and rode in fire, and long, long
after, the orphan’s cry and the widow’s wail continued
to break the sad silence that ensued. These were the


