
Interstate Bill Almost a Law
Washington, D. C., February.—Friends of law and

order and friends of the bootlegger and blind tiger
have joined issues and the good folks have won. Inci-
dentally, the legalized liquor trade has been smoked
out and has shown itself to be the friend and defender
of the illegal traffic. When the full credit is given for
the victory, a large mead of it must be given to Senator
Newell Sanders, of Tennessee; Senator W. S. Kenyon,
of Iowa; Congressman Yates Webb, of North Caro-
lina; Senator P. J. McCumber, of North Dakota, Con-
gressman Morris Sheppard, of Texas; Senator M. E.
Clapp, of Minnesota; and Senator J. H. Gallinger, of
New Hampshire.

The measure, known chiefly as the Kenyon-Shep-
pard bill, though also designated as the Webb-
McCumber measure, and which prohibits the shipment
of intoxicating liquor from one state into any other
state, there to be received or used in violation of the
law. The house, by vote of
239 to 64, passed the bill
Saturday, February 8. The
senate, by a viva voce vote on
February 10 passed the bill by
an overwhelming majority.
The house judiciary commu-
te on February 5, by a vote of
17 to 3, voted to report the
bill favorably.

As the measure has
passed both houses, it will be-
come law by the signature of
President Taft. The president
has given his assurance that
he will sign the measure.
President-elect Wilson, it is
believed, has been using his
influence to have the bill
passed and finally disposed of,
so that it might not hang over
into his administration and
embarrass the incoming Con-
gress. Mr. Wilson, it is said,
has been passing the word
among the Democratic representatives and senators,

that the measure must pass. Os course, this measure,
which recognizes and protects local self-government is
in accord with Woodrow Wilson’s pronounced doc-
trines.

The Democrats have been chargeable with the fate
of the bill, having a majority in Congress. The storm
of protest which swept over the country because the
house judiciary committee had been holding up the bill
for eighteen months, compelled the action of February
5. Friends of righteousness all over America have
poured in telegrams, telephone messages and letters
to senators and representatives, urging the passage
of the bill.

History of the Measure.
The enactment of this measure ends half a

century of warfare for justice. After thirty years of
agitation, Congress passed a defective measure of sim-

ilar design but it was declared unconstitutional by the
supreme court. Since that time each Congress has
seen introduction of an interstate bill worded with a
view to avoid constitutional objection, but efforts of
liquor lobby have prevented any such bill from coming
to a vote except once in the house only.

The present bill was favorably reported to the
senate in 1912 and a day for consideration set in De-
cember, but it turned out that the agreement did not
compel a vote. v

Senator Sanders, of Tennessee, asked unanimous
consent that it be called up for vote on January 13.
The senate having an absurd rule that any senator can
prevent a vote on a bill, and so really veto it. Senator
Sutherland, of Utah, used this bum veto, of more than
presidential power since the president can not defeat
what two-thirds favor.

Again Senator Sanders asked unanimous consent
that bill be voted on January
20. Senators Warren and
Lodge both vetoed the pro-
posal.

A third time Senator San-
ders pleaded for a vote and
Senator Reed, of Missouri, ob-
jected.

Senator Sanders tried again
and this time it was at last
agreed the senate would vote
January 20. But after agree-
ment had been made, Senator
Smoot, of Utah, arose with the
information that he had been
looking the other way, and for
two days the senate squab-
bled over whether unanimous
consent once given, could be
revoked because one senator
was twiddling his thumbs in-
stead of minding his business.

Strange to say, they let
Smoot’s bastard veto reopen
the case. The next time it was
Senator Gallinger who de-
manded a time be fixed for

action, and he did not hesitate to charge that the oppo-
sition was trying to prevent the bill’s coming to a
vote at all. So February 10 was decided upon as the
day for a vote. #

Senator Moses E. Clapp, of Minnesota, and Sen-
ator J. H. Gallinger, of New Hampshire, who presided
during the discussion of the unanimous consent propo-
sition, proved themselves friends of the bill by their
sensible rulings.

The bill was reported to the house by Congress-
man Webb. To keep it from suffering the fate of
measures which are consigned to the calendar and

'never get off. Representative R. L. Henry, chairman of
the rules committee, reported a rule that brought
the measure to vote without going on the calendar and
awaiting its turn, which almost certainly would have
killed it.
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Congressman Morris Sheppard, of Texas.


