
House Passes the Webb Interstate Bill
Washington, D. C., February B.—(By Telegraph to Amer-

ican Issue).—This afternoon, after an all day’s contest, the
House of Representatives passed the Webb interstate com-
merce bill, almost identical with the Kenyon-Sheppard bill.

The committee on rules, through Pou, of North Carolina,
reported a special rule for the consideration of the bill.

Dalzell, of Pennsylvania; Fitzgerald, of New York;
Shirley, of Kentucky and Mann, of Illinois, McCoy, of New
Jersey and others bitterly opposed adoption of rule.

Clayton, of Alabama; Garrett, of Tennessee; Henry, of
Texas and others urged adoption of rule, which was finally
done by vote of 211 to 60. Many amendments were presented
and considered. The principal ones providing a personal use
clause, which would have greatly weakened the bill and spec-
ial penalty against which might have tended to make a clash,
as to jurisdiction between federal and state courts. Three
hours were given for discussion of merits of measure.

Webb, of North Carolina; Clayton, of Alabama; Rucker,
of Missouri; Huston, of Tennessee; Hobson, of Alabama;
Hughes, of West Virginia; Sims, of Tennessee; Roddenberry,

of Georgia, with a large number of others spoke favoring
the bill.

Bartholdt, of Missouri; Cannon of Illinois; McCoy, of
New Jersey; Shirley, of Kentucky, and others spoke against
the measure.

Every amendment substituted on the floor was finally
defeated and the bill was passed by vote of two hundred and
forty-one to sixty. Davis, of West Virginia, offered two
amendments, for personal use and a federal penalty. Both
being defeated, he voted for the final passage of the bill.
Party lines were cut to pieces. Speaker Clark gave a square
deal straight through.

The galleries were filled. Numerous roll calls were de-
manded by enemies of measure. Greatest liquor lobby around
Capitol ever known here was present. Every resource of the
liquor forces was exhausted. Victory for temperance forces
was complete. Henry deserves special praise. Liquor sympa-
thizers are most bitter against him.

ERNEST H. CHERRINGTON.

Because of this Texan’s activity for the drys, the
wets are endeavoring, with all their power, to block
his appointment by President-elect Wilson to the
attorney generalship.

Another dry measure which was favorably report-
ed and which is a companion of the Webb-McCumber-
Kenyon-Sheppard bill, is that introduced in the house,
January 2, by Representative Rucker, of Missouri, and
which makes it mandatory on United States collectors
of internal revenue to appear in state courts as wit-
nesses against persons on trial for retailing liquor in
dry territory. Both measures are aimed at the illegal
sale of liquor, and have absolutely nothing to do with
the general question of Prohibition.

The Rucker bill is intended to put the unlicensed
retailer out of business by making available for the
purposes of prosecution his sworn statement that he is
engaged in the retail liquor business—a statement he
must make before he can secure his federal license,
without which few retailers dare to operate in dry
territory. At present collectors are exempted from
giving this testimony in court.

Os course, the liquor interests have been fighting
both these bills tooth and toenail.

Another important item of temperance news is
that the house military affairs committee ordered pub-
lication of full arguments on both sides of the canteen
question. The volume includes the recent hearing in
behalf of the restoration of the canteen, at which Sec-
retary of War Stimson appeared, at request of Con-
gressman Bartholdt, bringing only such officers as
took the canteen side, General Wood, Surgeon General
Torney, etc., and some wives of army officers who
joined in the plea that to reduce licentiousness and its
deadly consequences the army beer saloon should be
revived. The volume becomes a battle royal by the
addition under leave to print of overwhelming anti-
canteen rejoinders by Gens. Miles, Grant and Daggett
and by Col. Maus and many other military officers, to-
gether with a statement of Mrs. Maus offsetting army
women on the other side. The volume closes with a full
chronology of the canteen controversy. The book is
the fullest statement ever made of both sides of the
canteen issue A copy can be obtained by asking your
own Congressman for the recent hearing on the can-
teen before the house military affairs committee.

The victory of the interstate commerce bill is one
of the most important, from the temperance stand-
point ever gained. Not only does it make Prohibition
effective and establish beyond doubt the contention
that the federal government has no right to injure or
impair the enactments of the states, not only will it
help to put the speakeasy proprietor, the bootlegger
and the blind pigger out of business, but it also em-
phasizes the hold which the temperance sentiment is
gaining on national legislation, and the strides which
are being made in making the anti-saloon issue a
national issue. The interstate bill, the Rucker bill and
other measures receiving favorable consideration at
this session of Congress all show the tendency, and
give additional reason for optimism.

Mormons for Prohibition.
Washington, D. C., February 5. Among the

most persistent supporters of the blind pig interests in
their efforts to defeat the Kenyon-Sheppard interstate
commerce bill have been Senators Smoot and Suther-
land, both from Utah. This has given the impression
that the Mormon church is behind these two blind pig
senators in the course they are taking.

To ascertain the truth about this matter, General
Superintendent Purley A. Baker sent the following
telegraphic inquiry this morning, and received this
afternoon the reply that is given below:

DR. BAKER’S INQUIRY.
February 5, 1913.

President Joseph Smith, Salt Lake City, Utah.
Among the most persistent opponents of the Kenyon

interstate liquor shipment bill to prohibit the shipment of
liquors into states for unlawful purposes are the senators
from Utah. It is understood here that their opposition meets
the approval of the church of the Latter-Day Saints. If not
true the fact ought to be publicly known.

P. A. BAKER,
General Superintendent,

Anti-Saloon League.
PRESIDENT SMITH’S REPLY.

February 5, 1913.
P. A. Baker,

Superintendent Anti-Saloon League,
Washington, D. C.

Your telegram received. The church of Latter-Day
Saints is positively and unalterably opposed to the shipment
of liquors into dry states and to all unlawful traffic in intoxi-
cants and favors the entire suppression of the liquor traffic.

JOSEPH F. SMITH.


