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Judge Gemmill Says Saloons Responsible
for Crime

If these charges of Judge Gemmill are true, and they have stood now for almost a week without con-
tradiction from any who have to do the most with apprehending and punishing criminals, will any man
who honestly believes the generally accepted theory that respect for and observance of law is an essential
principle upon which free government rests, raise his voice in defense of the saloon? Will he not rather give
his influence for the overthrow of this damning institution which Judge Gemmill says not only paralyzes
the hand of the police department, but has projected its anarchistic influence clear into judges’ chambers?

People out in the state cannot lightly dismiss this aft'air as purely a Chicago problem, to be solved by
that city. Conditions here plainly reveal the true character of the saloon. The saloon is the same every-
where, but its evil fruits are more manifest in Chicago than in the country cities and villages, for here, as
the liquor paper, The Champion of Fair Play, points out, “the liberal element is strong.” If you would
really like to know what the licensed grog shop will do for a community, read this indictment of Judge
Gemmill’s. We quote him as reported in the Chicago Daily News of February n.

Are his charges true? An editorial in the Chicago Examiner of February 12 discusses this point.
We print this editorial together with Judge Gemmill’s charges. We would go the editor of the Chicago
Examiner one better in his conclusion of the whole matter.

Not only is it time for Chicago to begin to look for judges who are not under this evil influence, but
it is time to abolish the influence by ousting the sale on.

SAYS SALOON “PULL 1' IS AN ALLY OF CRIME

Judge Gemmill Declares Dramshop Keepers Often Prevent
Convictions in Court

Political “pull” of certain Chicago saloonkeepers today
was blamed for the prevalence of crime in the city by Judge
Gemmill, who presided over the court of domestic relations.
The jurist, when asked concerning statements he made at the
session of the Illinois probation conference at the city club
yesterday, declared that it had become impossible in Chicago
to convict a pickpocket or a holdup man. He said this had
come about because of the influence of certain saloonkeepers
with members of the court, representatives of the city’s
prosecuting department and with members of the police court.

“There are 500 pickpockets in Chicago today and you

can’t convict one of them,” judge Gemmill declared. “We
are not sending criminals and holdup men to the bridewell.
The bridewell is filled with drunks. They are the only class
of offenders that can be convicted.

Why Seek the Cause?
“Why seek the cause of the crime wave in Chicago when

we have it before our very noses?”
The jurist then declared that certain saloonkeepers of the

city call up some of the branches of the municipal court every-

day and enumerate cases in which there are to be no prose
cutions.

“If the saloonkeeper’s influence is not sufficient to ‘fix’
the judge or the prosecutor to have the case dropped,” Judge
Gemmill declared, “the next step is taken with the police

department, and when the case is called the policeman fails to
make out a case and the judge is compelled to dismiss the
charges.

“Look at the dockets of the courts in the outlying dis-
tricts every day and you will find how many cases are dis-
missed,” Judge Gemmill said. “Why are they dismissed?
Because the system in Chicago has come to be such that it is
impossible to convict a real crook. Politics is to blame.

“The places run by these saloonkeepers are nothing more
than fences and handouts for pickpockets and holdup men.
If any of these crooks are picked up by the police, the saloon-
keeper calls up the court the next morning and orders that
the case be nolled. If it happens to be a court where the
saloonkeeper cannot issue orders to the judge or the prose-
cutor the policeman in the case will feel the influence of the
politician next.”

Judge Gemmill then referred to the revocation of two
saloon licenses by Mayor Harrison yesterday because the
police had reported them to be hangouts for criminals.

Why Not Revoke Grogan’s?
“Yes, but those are the worst saloons,” the judge de-

clared. “Why doesn’t Mayor Harrison revoke Barney
Grogan’s license? Why is that saloon allowed to run? Why
is Grogan allowed to use his influence to prevent the stamp-

ing out of crime in Chicago? Why doesn’t Mayor Harrison
close that place?

“Grogan and a few more saloonkeepers of that locality
are responsible for the crime wave in Chicago. That is the
'•newer.

"It is the influence of these saloonkeepers that keeps the


