
Accused of Beating His Aged Mother to
Death; Whisky to Blame

Hillsboro, the county seat of Montgomery county,
is saloonless. For five years she has kept the home-
wrecking, manslaying barrooms out. Professional
and business men and the good people in general are
for a dry town. The voters, three consecutive times,
have put their stamp of approval on the no-license
policy. Her merchants have steadfastly refused to be
stampeded by the arguments of the wets that “trade”
will go to the city where there are saloons, and this in
the face of the fact that South Litchfield, saloon-
ridden, is only thirty minutes distant by trolley. Hills-
boro business houses are living proofs of the fallacy
of the claim that saloons make business for the legiti-
mate merchant.

Trade does go to South Litchfield, however; one
class of trade, but it isn't at the expense of the Hills-
boro grocer, butcher or dry goods man. The poor
victims of alcoholism who live in Hillsboro find South
Litchfield’s saloons a convenience. The smoking com-
partment of a car filled with men and boys who are
residents of a dry town, carrying bottles and jugs,
homeward bound from a licensed city, is not an argu-
ment for the return of saloons to the dry town, but it
is a splendid argument for the ousting of the snake-
holes from the neighboring city. Any man half open
to conviction seeing a delegation of saloon patrons
homeward bound, with their flushed faces, and
hearing their ribald jests, will be more firm in his
conviction that an institution that will turn men into
such blabbering, slabbering nuisances ought to be
barred from every town.

How Illinois Lined up on the
Webb Bill

The members of the Illinois delegation voted as
follows on the Webb interstate liquor shipment bill:

FOR BILL. Foss, Fuller, McKinley, Prince,
Stone, Foster, Graham, McKinney, Rainey, Thistle-
wood, Fowler, McKenzie, Mann, Sterling, Wilson.

AGAINST BlLL.—Buchanan, Gallagher, Roden-
berg, Cannon, McDermott, Sabath, Evans, Madden.

ABSENT.—CopeIy, Stack.

A Thousand'Dollar Spree
An Alton dispatch, dated Friday, says: “Fred

Scheurer, a farmer near Brighton, is waiting in Alton
to learn how he came to sign over to a saloonkeeper a
certificate of deposit for $l,OOO, which has been cashed.
Scheurer yesterday said he was in Alton on a spree for
three days. Yesterday he discovered he was short the
$l,OOO certificate. Fie had about $2,000 in other se-
curities which were not transferable. He also had
about $B9 in cash. Scheurer tried to stop payment on
the certificate of deposit yesterday morning, but was

The law that prohibits intoxicated persons riding
on railway and interurban trains has reduced to a large
degree the disgraceful scenes that formerly were en-
acted on trains and trolleys operating between wet
and dry towns in this state. But the wet towns are
continuing to prove themselves a curse to the whole
surrounding community in spite of this restriction.
Hillsboro has recently felt the sting of South Litch-
field’s saloons. A Hillsboro resident described by the
Journal of that city as a “good workman and indus-
trious. but dangerous when drinking,” was last week
held by the coroner’s jury without bond, on the charge
of murder. It is alleged that while under the influence
of Litchfield whisky he literally beat to death his
eighty-seven-year-old mother. Litchfield is in the
same county as Hillsboro. Litchfield gets the license
money from the saloon that sold the whisky that made
this otherwise peaceable citizen a murderer. There
will undoubtedly be multiplied court costs if defense
is made which must be borne by the county, and if
conviction follows there will be the additional burdens
thrown upon the taxpayers for the care of the prisoner.

Who will say that it is the business of the Litch-
field voters alone whether the saloons will be licensed
in that city or not? Certainly the Hillsboro tragedy
offers positive proof that the baneful influence of the
saloon reaches far out beyond the corporate limits of
the city which gets the license. County option will
give all the voters a fair hearing on the saloon ques-
tion. It will also protect many dry cities from the
pernicious influence of the saloons in neighboring
cities.

told it had been cashed the day before. The saloon-
keeper admited to Chief of Police Lynn he cashed the
certificate and insisted he gave Scheurer the full
amount. All day, Scheurer, who is 67, and an old
soldier, waited at police headquarters and begged for
his $l,OOO. He insisted the saloon man be compelled
to show under what circumstances the transfer of the
certificate was made. Scheurer has made a practice,
it is said, of carrying large sums of money with him.”-

Arkansas May be Dry State
The following press dispatch from Little Rock,

Arkansas, under date of February 10, is encouraging
to the temperance forces:

Final action was taken by the legislature today on a bill
that practically prohibits the sale of liquor in Arkansas.

It provides that persons wishing to open a saloon must
obtain signatures of a majority of white adults in the city or
town in which they hope to do business.

The measure is looked upon as practically a state-wide
Prohibition act because names of white women as well as
men must be obtained and the negro population is not tak- n
into consideration.


