
Liquor Dealers ofRock Island Say License
Money Does Not Lower Taxes

RESPECTFULLY ADDRESSED TO THE
THINKING VOTER.

In view of the vote to be taken on the question of the SI,OOO
license, the following is submitted:

1. It is usually supposed that the Universal High License
gives more revenue to the city. Suppose it does to a limited
extent? Who pays it in the end? The laboring man pays it!
If the city “holds up” the saloon—the saloon must in turn “hold
up” its principal customer, the workingman. The result is
simply: Smaller glasses and poorer quality.

Make your cross opposite “NO.”
2. Some say, if the SI,OOO license is not enforced your taxes

will be higher. This is not true. The rate of taxation is limited
by law. You are paying the limit now; therefore, the question
of license has nothing to do with taxation.

WHAT DOES HIGHER LICENSE MEAN?
1. A terrible hardship to the honest saloonkeeper.
2. 1 hat the majority of saloonkeepers, to make expenses,

are driven to keep open their places of business beyond the
ordinary hours.

3. Is it not clear to anyone that they will be strongly
tempted to be lawbreakers?

4. Will it not often mean something more than their li-
cense permits?

SUGGESTIONS FOR TRIAL.
If the present conditions of the saloon problem are unsatis-

factory to the voter, the following might be suggested to the
new administration for trial:

1. One saloon to every 500 people.
2. Issue two grades of licenses.

(a) —ssoo license for a saloon keeping open until
10:30 p. m.

(b)—sl,ooo for a saloon keeping open until midnight
in order to accommodate the public, especially
traveling visitors.

A PLEA FOR THE SALOONKEEPER.
Make it so that the saloonkeeper might do a legitimate busi-

ness. Help lessen his temptations and do not compel him to be
dependent upon the leniency of the authorities.

VOTE “NO.”

Rock Island, Illinois, March 31, 1909.

THINK IT OVER.
Plere is a liquor circular ad-

dressed to the “thinking voters”
of Rock Island as a campaign
document issued by them in 1909.
Read it.

Isn’t it a daisy?
By the same logic, if high li-

cense is paid by the patron of the
saloon, does not all license money,
no matter what the amount, come
from the pockets of the saloon
patrons ?

Are not the best customers,
concerning whom the Rock Island
saloonkeepers are so solicitous,
often men who can least afford to
spend their money over the bar,
men whom the grocer, the butcher
and the merchant are compelled
to carry on their books? If licens-
ing saloons did lower taxes, does
any self-respecting citizen want
these “best customers” to pay his
taxes, or any percentage of his
taxes, for him? But these saloon
men of Rock Island say, “license
does not lower taxes,” and for
once they are right on the tax
question.

Pity the poor saloonkeeper!
He needs your sympathy as he
engages in his arduous task of
holding up the workingman. He
doesn’t like the job, but he has to
do it. The city holds him up.

If your town is dry, and the
liquor interests are attempting to
establish saloons in it, you will'
hear a good deal about the law-
abiding, licensed saloon as a de-
sirable substitute for the law-de-
fying blind pig.

Rock Island saloonkeepers say
license is an invitation to violate
the law. Read carefully the last
paragraph under the caption,
“Plea for the Saloonkeeper.”
Then read what Judge Gemmill
has to say on this subject as found
elsewhere in this paper.


