
The Time Has Come
The Logical Next Step Toward the Extermination of the Beverage Liquor

Traffic is an Amendment to the Constitution of the United States

The object of the Anti-Saloon League of America*
as set forth in Article 2 of the constitution of that or-
ganization, is, “The Extermination of the Beverage
Liquor Traffic.” The Anti-Saloon League, since its or-
ganization in 1893, has been working toward this end.

Against the most terrific opposition, in spite of the
cries of “insincerity,” in the midst of abuse and persecu-
tion by those who should have been the friends of the
movement, with its leaders accused of cowardice by
certain temperance advocates and of almost every
crime in the code by the liquor forces and their friends,
the League has steadily held to the single purpose for
which it was born and has gone steadily forward, ad-
hering to the common-sense methods, which have been
responsible for its unparalleled successes.

PROGRESS BY STATE LEGISLATION.
It was very natural that the first line of attack

should be the saloons in the rural districts. In almost
every state this program was followed out, until today
it is difficult to find a retail liquor establishment outside
of incorporated villages or cities.

The next step, naturally, was against the liquor
traffic in the incorporated villages of the several states
and as a result of the work which has been done along
this line, through the medium of local option laws,
municipal ordinances and court decrees, there are ap-
proximately 16,000 incorporated villages in the United
States under no-license.

The next step was the effort to clean up the counties,
and as a result of the county local option laws which
have been put into force during the past few years, of
the 2,856 counties in the United States, over 1,700 have
abolished the saloons.

The next step in the states containing large cities
was the fight against the liquor traffic in these centers
of population, while the next step in the rural states
was naturally for state-wide Prohibition.

As a result of these efforts, there are today more
than 500 cities having a population of 5,000 or more,
where saloons have been aboilshed, and almost 200
cities having a population of 10,000 or more now under
no-license. There are, moreover, nine states with an
aggregate population of almost 15,000,000 where the
people have adopted Prohibition.
PROGRESS UNDER FEDERAL LEGISLATION.

The fight to secure federal legislation as well as
the enforcement of anti-liquor laws already on the
Federal statute books, has been in manyrespects much
more difficult than the struggle in the several states.
Little by little, however, the Federal government has
come to recognize and respond to the demands of the
people. The prohibition of the sale of liquors to Indi-
ans and in the Indian countries has been enforced in the
past few years as never before. The canteen has been
excluded from the navy and the army. The sale of
liquors in state and national soldiers’ homes has be-
come a thing of the past. Liquor-selling in the national
capitol at Washington has been Prohibited. The strin-

gent anti-liquor laws in Alaska during the past few
years have been enforced. The C. O. D. shipments of
intoxicating liquor by express companies and other
interstate carriers has been stopped and numerous
other measures against the evils resulting from the
sale and use of intoxicating liquors have been put into
effect.

In spite of all this progress, however, the Federal
government until now has given its protection to speak-
easy keepers, blind pig operators and anti-liquor law
violators generally in the several states, through the
channels of interstate commerce. The temperance
forces for twelve years have been trying to secure an
enactment by Congress that would permit the states
through their police powers to enforce their own anti-
liquor laws without the interference of the Federal gov-
ernment through the medium of interstate commerce.
After long years of persistent and determined effort, the
Kenyon-Webb bill prohibiting from interstate com-
merce the shipment of intoxicating liquors intended to
be used in the violation of law, has been enacted, and
presented to the President for his signature.

THE NEXT STEP.
The logical next step in the progress of this tem-

perance movement, is the submission by Congress to
the several states of an amendment to the Federal con-
stitution, which, when ratified by three-fourths of the
states, will prohibit the manufacture and sale of intoxi-
cating liquors throughout the nation. The constitution
provides that any amendment to that instrument sub-
mitted by Congress shall become effective when three-
fourths of the states either by their legislatures or by a
special vote of the people shall ratify the action of Con-
gres . To secure Federal Prohibition by this route,
therefore, would rquire ratification by thirty-six
states. The nine states which have already adopted
Prohibition would promptly join in the ratification of
such a constitutional amendment. The action by
twenty-seven other states would be necessary before
theamendment could go into effect. These states would
need to be lined up one at a time—the temperance
forces of the nation concentrating on one state after
another until the neecessary number is secured.

THE PEOPLE ARE READY.
Those who have followed the progress of the tem-

perance movement during the past decade, realize that
the people are ready to concentrate on such a fight for
national Prohibition. Already more than 46,000,000
people are living in Prohibition territory and more than
70 per cent of the entire area of the United States is
under no-license. Nor do these figures represent the
real strength of the anti-liquor forces in the nation. For
instance, in the nine Prohibition states the majority in
favor of Prohibition is overwhelming, while in a score
of other states the liquor traffic is holding on by reason
of a bare majority; in many cases accounted for by the
failure of a large number of temperance voters to go
to the polls.

In addition to the nine states now under Prohibi-


