
THE AMERICAN ISSUEFebruary 21, 1913

How Prohibition "Wrecked” Bellingham,
Washington

What the City Lost and What it Gained in Adopting the Dry
Policy Under Prohibition

Bellingham, Wash., January.—Of course Prohibition kills a town—

the wets say so and it must be so. Read on and see how it has killed
Bellingham, deader than a doornail;.

In the first place, when this city’s forty-three saloons closed, there,
was sustained a loss of $43,000 in revenue and a further loss of $5,000 annu-
ally in fines. How are things now? How has the loss been made up?
Quoting from the statement of one of the city officials, we find that “the
city is run on a strictly cash basis, and in spite of the fact that the receipts
were $43,000 less from saloons, and another $5,000 less from fines, it is in a
better condition financially than at the time the saloons were voted out.”

A comparative statement of the total amount available in the general
fund on July 1 of each year shows the following:

| Less | Less Net
| Cash | Taxes Total Warrants | Claims Balance

on hand Uncollected Available Outstand. Unpaid Available
July I, 1908 $ 1,673,21 $17,198.94 $18,872.94$ 379.965ii,547.37$ 6,944.82
July 1, 1909, O.D. 308.77 25,106.16 24,797.39 514-07 9,054 58 15.228.74
July 1, 1910, O.D. 1,050.71 27,638.79 26,588.08 283.89 9,908.93 16,395.26
July 1, 1911 5,568.42 38,096.97 43,665.39 292.81 5,255-86 38,116.72
July 1, 1912 22,351.97 26,567.57 48,919.54 1,027.51 7,25398 40,638.05

Net gain from July 1, 1909, to July 1, 1910 $ 9,450.44
Ne't gain from July 1, 1910, to July 1, 1912 24,242.79
Net difference in favor of latter period 14,792.35

All of this doesn’t disclose the killing of business, but the police busi-
ness certainly did suffer. One-third of its members were discharged, be-
cause there was nothing for them to do. The following figures show the
expense of maintaining the department, now that saloons are no more:

Six months ending June 30, 1909 $10,916.25
Six months ending Dec. 31, 1909 11,411.77
Six months ending June 30, 1910 11,290.85
Six months ending Dec. 31, 1910 10,852.02
Six months ending June 30, 1911 8,825.00
Six months ending Dec. 31, 1911 8,390.90
Six months ending June 30, 1912 8,337.81

Thus there was a decrease in expense for the last six months of 1912,
compared with any six months prior to January 1, 1911, of over $2,500, or
a saving to the city annually because of the dry regime of $5,000.

In 1910, with forty-three saloons, there were 918 arrests for drunken-
ness, and a total of 2,064 arrests for all causes. During the first eight
months of 1912 the arrests for intoxication numbered 169, and the arrests
for all causes 939. All this time the city was growing in population.

There are no restricted districts, which always accompany saloons.
While the saloons were running in Bellingham, murder, homicide and man-
slaughter were of frequent occurrence. Deaths on railroad tracks and in
other ways caused by intoxication were plentiful. Since the saloons were
closed there has not been a single murder in Bellingham and only K>ne
in Whatcom county.

But, of course, business is dead? Here’s the answer: There was a
net gain in the resources of the banks, during the dry regime of $1,059,889.41,
and a gain in deposits of $977,078.46.

Bellingham is one of the liveliest towns of the state in all lines of
legitimate enterprise. Recently one of the finest interurban railroads was
built into this city. A cement plant costing $1,250,000 has just been com-
pleted. The six-story building to be erected by the Bellingham National Bank
will be the pride of the city. The federal building is one of the most
beautiful structures west of the Mississippi. The Inland Navigation Com-
pany’s new dock will cost $20,000,000. The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul
railway has installed a daily car ferry boat between Bellingham and Seattle.

Building operations are more active than for many years. There is
a total of almost $4,000,000 being expended in business houses, hotels,
churches, etc., not counting that which is going into private dwelling
houses. During 1912, 562 building permits were issued. The average for
the preceding five years was 365.

Os the houses vacant a year ago, sixty per cent are now occupied.
It is conservatively estimated that twenty-five and more people are

coming daily to Bellingham with a view to permanent residence.
The local Young Men’s Christian Association recently raised $32,131.00

in four days to clear off a debt and to make improvements.
There has not been a failure among the legitimate business houses

of the city that could not be accounted for by good and sufficient reasons
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is to aid in settling these questions. If Ican succeed in calling attention to, and aid
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truth. It ought to be in the library ofevery professional man in America and inthe hands of every thoughtful student.

Ex - Vice President Fairbanks
says:
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upon the moral law.
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