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Give The People a Chance
Another week of the present legislature has come

to an end. The speakership struggle lasted for twenty-
one days. A second deadlock on the senatorship is
now on.

Committee on Committees.
The great contest of the last week has been on the

resolution as to whether or not the house should have
a committee on committees. This resolution caused
one of the greatest contests in the assembly for years.
Some of 'the parties had made this an issue in their
campaigns. The great difficulty confronting the mem-
bers of the assembly was as to the character of the
committee. Almost all agreed that if a proper com-
mittee could be secured such a method would be an
advisable one. But on the other hand, many who did
believe in a committee on committees feared the out-
come as to the character of the committee. The
method suggested for securing the committee was that
of the caucus, which in fact really would not bring the
question as near to the whole of the assembly as to let
the speaker appoint the committees. An effort was
made to get the different caucuses to choose their
representation, and when the slates were presented it
was feared by a number that the committee would be
dominated by factions who do not express the ma-
jority sentiment of the assembly.

There seems to be a feeling on the part of most of
the members that Speaker McKinley will appoint good
committees. The Chicago Tribune, a paper which
favored a committee on committees as a theory, makes
the editorial statement that “There is every reason to
believe that Mr.. McKinley will appoint better com-
mittees than the committee on committees would have
selected, if that committee had been made up of the
men proposed.” While a committee on committees is
the better method, the questions as to its effectiveness
must depend almost entirely on the way such a com-
mittee is appointed. We do not believe the caucus
method is the right one. A fairer method would be
to name every member of the committee from the floor
of the house.

Legislation Proposed.
With this matter settled we can now hope for

some legislation. More than one hundred bills have
been introduced in the senate, which has been or-

ganized for work for some time, but has been delayed
on account of the organization in the house. About
one hundred and fifty bills have been introduced in the
house and referred to different committees when ap-
pointed. Among these measures are two for women’s
suffrage. One of these bills has a good chance to pass.
About the only element that will oppose it is the liquor
traffic. All of the Progressives will vote for it, a ma-
jority of the Democrats, and possibly forty of the Re-
publican members. One of these bills has been intro-
duced by a Progressive member and the other one by a

Democratic member. This shows the sentiment is not

monopolized by any one party. Like the temperance
question, it is a non-partisan issue and has friends in
all parties.

Another important measure that has been intro-
duced is an amendment to the present local option law
increasing the penalty for a third offense, making it
possible to send continuous violators of this law to the
penitentiary.

By the time this paper reaches the public the
chances are the county option bill will be introduced,
and probably the residence district bill as well. Then
later the blind tiger and anti-shipping bills will be pre-
sented. The people of the state are watching for these
bills that will give the people a chance to say whether
or not they shall have saloons in their community and
county. Are you in favor of county option? If so, do-
you know that some of your representatives whom
you earnestly supported and helped to elect, who really
made this an issue in the campaign, are forgetting that
you worked hard for them in their campaign and that
this is a paramount issue in your county, and are trying
to make themselves believe that other issues are more
important than this? They intend to vote right, of
course, but the success of this bill depends as well on
the earnest work on the part of the members of the
assembly. There are a few of our friends who are
wishing that the measure would not come up, and yet
there is no issue before the people of this state that
compares with this one. Think of it! 1 here are-
eighty counties in the state that will drive every sa-
loon from their borders if the county option bill is
passed. There are 2,000 saloons in the state that will
be closed by the residence district bill if it becomes a
law. Is there anv other measure before the Illinois-


