
j Calling the Roll of the Dead j
Liquor is to blame for one out of twelve adult deaths. S

8 Liquor is to blame for one out of ten male deaths.
Liquor is to blame for one out of 7.5 adult male deaths. ix
Liquor is to blame for twice as many deaths a year as are caused by typhoid fever. j[
Liquor is to blame for more deaths in four years than were destroyed in action in the four years g

§ of the Civil war.—Bulletin, North Carolina State Board of Health, December, 1912. ijj

North Carolina Sets a New Pace
[By W. S. Rankin, M. D., in Scientific Temperance Journal.]

[ln her December (1912) State Board of Health Bulletin, North Carolina sets a new pace for all her sister states,
for that strong Bulletin deals entirely with that great preventable disease, alcoholism, the sickness and mortality rate
of which are scarcely exceeded by any disease we know. Based upon such authorities as the Committee of Fifty, Phelps,
Horsley and the Scientific Temperance Journal and published in a 41-thousand edition, large enough to supply all the
schools, it can but do much to enlighten the people of that splendid state. Following is a short section written by the
Secretary of the Board who edits the whole.]

From a study of unbiased literature like that above men-
tioned, based upon painstaking and careful scientific experi-
ments and sociological research by those of open minds, one
is forced to conclude that the liquor problem is not only a
big moral problem and a big economic problem, but also

A Big Public Health Problem.
This will appear from the relative importance of liquor as

a contributor to our death rates; it can be shown that (direct-
ly or indirectly) the health and life destroying influence from
liquor results in 66,000 adult deaths a year in the United
States; that one out of every twenty deaths is due to liquor;
that one out of every twelve deaths of the adult population
is due to liquor; that one out of every ten male deaths is
due to liquor; and, that one out of every seven and a half
adult males is the result of the use of liquor.

Before taking up the liquor question as a health problem
the editor wrote to all of the state boards of health of the
United States inquiring as to whether or not they had pub-
lished any literature on the liquor problem in its relation to
public health. This inquiry has shown that health officers
have given very little specific attention to liquor as a cause
of preventable death. In our opinion the health officers of
the country have been too slow in recognizing their relation
to the liquor problem; however, we believe that once they
have recognized that the fight against alcoholic intemperance
is their fight, they will give such telling support to the forces
of temperance as to largely atone for the lateness of the
hour in which they come upon the field of battle.

The public health forces will introduce somewhat of a
distinctly new method of attack in fighting the liquor ques-
tion. Much educational work has been done in the past in op-
posing alcoholic intemperance, but much of that work has
been discounted on the ground that it was being carried on
by “temperance cranks,” extremists.

Now, if boards of health, as representing states or coun-
ties, should engage in this fight, the educational work that
they would do, and this would be their only point of attack,

could not be discounted to the same extent as the work of
private individuals or temperance organizations has been;
moerover, the health authorities in attacking the liquor
problem would lay special stress on certain phases of the
problem that we believe have not been sufficiently impressed
upon the public mind:

(a) Such phases as the false idea of liquor being an
aid in physical or mental work.

(b) The fact that a man drinks raises a question as to
the stability of his mind to begin with, that is, that the liquor
habit is often the result, not the cause of mental weakness,
and therefore, the drinking habit is a reflection on a man’s
sanity; and

(c) Last and strongest we would stress the effect of
liquor on heredity, its effect “unto the children of the third
and fourth generation.”

The children of alcohol parentage are apt to suffer from
many and varied forms of defect and generation which are
undoubtedly attributable to heredity. Scarcely a day passes
but which brings before me some instance of the frightful
tyranny of a defective organization occasioned through in-
dulgence by one or other of the parents. It is, of course, a
well-known observation that, had our fairly immediate an-
cestors been less indulgent, many of our present day faults in
metabolism, many of our nerve degenerations, would not now
exist.—Theo. Bulkeley Hyslop, M. D., C. M., F. R. S. E., Lec-
urer on Mental Disease and Mental Physiology, St. Mary’s
Hospital Medical School.

The Southland with a population of 33,000,000 has
fewer saloons than the city of Chicago with a population
of 2,250,000.

1he price of the license fee makes no difference in
the moral principle. Why should voters consent to
give men a special privilege to do evil at any price?

For Good Citizens to Remember
According to a recent decision of the Illinois supreme court there is not a saloonkeeper in Chicago jj

3 or the state of Illinois that keeps his saloon open on Sunday who is a man of good moral character and S
:g worthy to be a citizen of the state. The only answer the saloon crowd can make to that decision is that Sr
:g the Illinois supreme court is composed of fanatics. c


