
Progress Against the Saloon in Australia
Melbourne, Australia, February.—Foes of alcohol

in America are accustomed sometimes to talk as if they
thought nobody else but Americans had a liquor prob-
lem and nobody else was fighting. The fact is, the
problem and the fight are age-long and world-wide.
In no other land, perhaps, is there more activity in be-
half of temperance
than in Australia.

The W. C. T. U.,
one of the pioneer
organizations in tem-
perance work, early
found lodgment in
Victoria, and the or-
ganization here re-
cently celebrated its
silver jubilee. The
organization of the
Union was the result
of a visit, in 1886, of
a deputation of
American W. C. T.
U. members, at the
national council
meetings of the Brit-
ish Women’s Tem-
perance Association, in England, at which Mrs. Pear-
sall Smith was the principal speaker. The object of
the deputation’s visit was to seek the co-operation of
the British women’s organization in organizing the
World’s W. C. T. U.

It was decided to co-operate, but the British or-
ganization was privileged to retain its own name. At
the gathering Mrs. Smith reported that Mrs. Leavett
had started on a world’s tour to organize the W. C. T.
U. in other lands, and that she was visiting Australia
for that purpose. A few months later, Mrs. M. E.
Kirk, who was present at the conference, unexpectedly
came to Victoria, carrying with her her credentials and
literature, for use in case opportunity to organize
should present itself. Mrs. Leavett was not found

here, and it was learned that she had failed to organize
the W. C. T. U.

So Mrs. Kirk went to work, and presently, in 1887,
the women met and organized. Gradually the Asso-
ciation became a full-fledged W. C. T. U.

Much work has been done in the twenty-five years
just closed. Os
course, much of the
effort has been sim-
ply the sowing of
the seed, for the har-
vest by future gen-
erations. Specifically
these things have
been accomplished:
Scientific temperance
instruction has been
installed in the
schools; a law has
been passed prohibit-
ing the serving of
liquor to children un-
der 18; the medical
fraternity has been
reached and influenc-
ed; the use of tin-

fermented wine for sacramental and other purposes has
been urged; woman’s suffrage has been granted; the
age of consent has been raised from 12 to 16; three
world’s missioners have been provided; the sale of
tobacco to children has been prohibited; a home for
working girls has been established; Frances Willard
clubs have been formed; children’s courts have been
established, and women matrons appointed in prisons;
a free kindergarten has been opened; a Union organ,
the White Ribbon Signal, is published; the sale of
liquor has fallen off, and the standard of citizenship
has been raised.

The W. C. T. U. of Victoria is proud of the record
of its first quarter of a century, and enters on a new
year with great expectancy and the brightest hopes.
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Hit or Miss—Mostly Hit
Civilized man makes liquor and liquor makes savages.

XXX X X

The liquor traffic has contracted the St. Vitus dance.
XXX X X

You can not get the spirit of Christmas out of a bottle.
XXX X X

In New York City there is a saloon for every thirty
families.

XXX X X

You can’t keep your spirits up by putting your spirits
down.

XXX X X

Pray with your eyes closed but vote with them both wide
open.

XXX X X

Champagne is sham-pain at night but real pain the next

morning.
XXX X X

If you would know thepporerwr er of the liquor traffic, resist
it once.

Prohibition Kansas is the richest state in the Union,
per capita.

XXX X X
The saloon is a 11011-producer and must be supported by

those who work.
XXX X X

The officer takes an oath that he will enforce the law,
not public sentiment.

XXX X X

Better build a fence at the top of the cliff than a hospit il
at the bottom.

XXX X X

The liquor men themselves have created the appeti e
which they say is law-defying.

Because one town wants to license the saloon is
no reason why the saloon should be forced upon an-
other town where the advance moral sentiment would
vote it out.


