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Catechism on County Option
Question—Who am I?

Answer—A free American citizen.
Question—What Duties have I as a citizen?

Answer—First: To preserve the best interests of
myself and my family.

Second: To protect my home and my com-
munity from its enemies by my ballot at
the ballot box.

. Third: To further the common good and to
preserve for myself and posterity the bless-
ings of freedom.

Question—Should I have the right to vote on the sa-
loon question?

Answer—I see no reason why not. I am per-
mitted to vote on other matters of general
interest, why not on this important question?

Question—Is it right that the farmer should have no
vote on this question?

Answer—No. The villages and cities live by the
trade which the farmer gives them. The city
or village is the social, political and churca
center of a community much larger than that
within its boundary lines. It surely makes
some difference to the farmer what kind of
place his social, political and church center is.
Besides, the farmer must pay taxes because of
the presence of saloons. Men go from the
country to the town and get drunk and then
return, and when in the country, the country
is at their mercy, being without police pro-
tection. Surely it is some of the farmer’s
business what shall be found in the county
where he pays taxes and where his boys grow
up and where his home is located, even though
someone should claim that it is none of hts
business what there is in town.

Question—If you are a business man in any city or
village within a county, are you desirous of
gaining the farmers’ trade?

Answer—Most assuredly. Our city or village is
dependent upon the farmers’ trade for its
prosperity. The city and village need the
farmer and the farmer needs the city or vil-
lage. The one is helpless without the other.

Question—If you desire that the farmer shall trade in
his home town and not with the catalogue
houses, is it not right then, that he should
have something to say about what kind of a
place his trading center should be?

Answer—lt would surely seem so. It would cer-
tainly seem as if the business man could af-
ford to trust the desires of the farmers with
whom they do business.

Question—Why should we have the right to vote on
the saloon problem?

Answer—First: Because we are freeborn Ameri-
can citizens with a freeborn privilege to pro-
tect our homes by the ballot.

Second: Because our government is founded on
the principle that taxation without representa-
tion is unjust.

Question—Why should the question of saloons or no
saloons be submitted to the county as a whole
first before being submitted to the villages or
cities?

Answer—First: Because the county is the small-
est unit of government which includes all

classes of people, who are taxed together, and
elect a law enforcement machinery by which
state laws are enforced.

Second: Because the taxes of the county are paid
proportionately by all taxpayers within the
county.

Third: Because the county’s institutions and of-
ficers are maintained by the county taxes.

Fourth: Because the liquor traffic is an institu-
tion which touches both moral and economic
interest of the people of the whole county, and
should consequently be submitted to all of
those who are concerned, rather than to a part.

Fifth: Because county option places the farmer
and the city man on the same footing.

Question—Who owns the saloons in Illinois?
Answer—About 90 per cent of them are owned or

controlled by the breweries.
Question—Who owns the breweries?

Answer—In 1905 all the breweries in the United
States were owned by 877 men.


