
Why Farmers Should Fight Saloons
By John F. Cunneen.

“God made the country, and man made the town,”
is a good old saying. Farmers living in God’s country
are strong in mind and body and are the bulwark of
a nation’s liberty and a nation’s greatness. Even in the
larger cities a big percentage of the leaders in business,
politics and society are men who were raised on the
farm or in small farming towns.

Farmers work longer and harder for the money
they get than almost any other class in the country.
They work from early morning until late at night the
greater part of the year. There is no eight-hour day
at five or six dollars a day for them. No child labor
laws for their children.

The pioneer farmers who cleared the forests and
opened the prairie lands to civilization proved that
the saloon was not a necessity. As the saloon became
more of a gigantic evil, the farmers fought harder
against it, and the sweeping anti-saloon movement of
the country today must be credited chiefly to the
sacrifices made in its behalf by the farmers of the land.

Why They Fight It.
The chief reason why the farmers fight the saloon

is because of the moral degradation it spreads in the
community, but that which morally degrades a people
also injures them materially, and that which tends to-
the moral elevation of a people also helps them ma-
terially. The liquor traffic is especially an enemy to
the farmer, as the following table will show:

Os SIOO spent for clothing, boots and shoes, cotton
and woolen goods, leather, flour, meat and liquors sold
at retail, the following amounts go back to the farmer:

Money Spent To Farmers
Clothing SIOO $24.50
Boots and shoes 100 30.50
Cotton goods 100 47.60
Woolen goods 100 46.35
Leather 100 50.00
Flour 100 61.00
Meat 100 66.00
Liquor 100 5.50

What He Would Get.

The following table shows that if the two billion
-dollars now spent for liquor was expended instead fur
•either clothing, boots and shoes, flour or meat, there
would be an enormous increase of revenue to the
farmer:

To Farmer-
Clothing $ 490,000,000
Boots and shoes 610,000,000
Woolen goods 926,000,000
Cotton goods 952,000,000
Leather 1,000,000,000
Flour 1,220,000,000
Meat 1,320,000,000
Liquors 110,000,000
When money is spent for liquor the farmer gets

back less than when money is spent in any other way.
The farmer not only feeds the people, but he raises
the cattle which furnish the hides from which leather
is made, which in turn is made into boots and shoes,

harness and other kinds of leather goods. He raises
the wool and cotton from which clothes, carpets, up-
holstery and other goods are made. He does a great
deal of the work in clearing the forests which furnish
the material for building houses and cars and making
furniture and supplying the wood pulp for our paper
mills.

Saloon's manufacture criminals, paupers and insane
people, but cities that maintain saloons do not take care
of the finished product of the saloon, but turn them
over to the county and state, and farmers are heavily
taxed to pay for the expenses caused by saloons. Where
saloons exist taxes are high and keep going up.

The claim that the saloon helps the farmer in dis-
posing of his grain is easily disproved. The total
amount of the farmers’ grain used by the liquor traffic
amounts to only 2 or 3 per cent of his total output.
The liquor traffic kills at least 80,000 persons a year.
Eminent physicians state that the average life of the
drunkard is shortened by at least ten years. That
makes 800,000 people now dead who would be living,
except for the liquor traffic.

How It Would Help.

It would keep a good many farmers busy raising
the food to supply the needs of 800,000 people and
also the wool and the cotton to clothe them. It would
also take a good many boot and shoe makers, clothing
makers and house builders to supply the needs of
800,000 people.

Then the drunkard, his wife and children do not
get enough to eat. Many moderate drinkers spend
money for drink that ought to go for the necessaries
of life. If all of these people would get enough to eat,
it would demand more of the farmers’ products than
are used now by the liquor traffic. If all the people of
the country were to eat an extra pound of meat each
week, which would be only a slight increase, allowing
one bushel of corn to produce five pounds of beef by
feeding it to cattle, it would require 800,000,000 bushels
of the farmer’s corn to produce that extra amount of
meat, and according to the liquor traffic’s own figures
it uses only 36,000,000 bushels of the farmer’s corn.

When the liquor traffic is wiped out, the question
will be with the farmer, not what he will do with his
grain, but how will it be possible for him to supply the
demands that will be made upon him for the products
of the farm.

Robinson Signs Going Bi
Little Rock, Arkansas, February 18.—Governor

Robinson signed the Going bill, virtually placing Ar-
kansas under state-wide Prohibition after December
13, 1913-

The bill prohibits the issuance of liquor license in
any town or city except on petition to the county judge
by a majority of adult white inhabitants of such
locality.

It gives women a voice in the liquor question, and
eliminates the negro.


