
Proud Record of Rockford, 111., Under the Dry Policy
[By William W. Bennett, Mayor of Rockford.]

Rockford, Illinois, with a census population of 45,401
is the county seat of Winnebago county, 100 miles north-
west of Chicago. It is a city of more than 400 manufac-
turing establishments, a cosmopolitan citizenship, with the
Swedish race predominating, and furniture factories the
leading manufacturing industry, the home of the largest
leather working factory in the world, and one of the
eleven largest centers manufacturing agricultural imple-
ments in the United States, and second in the United
States in the manufacture of furniture.

When the sale of intoxicating liquor was at its
height through fifty-three licensed saloons, Rockford nev-
er advertised the fact as an inducement for people seeking
new locations to make their home in Rockford.

Four years ago, Rockford, under the township option
law, had a two-year dry period, with the people learning,
toward the end of the period, the benefits to be derived
in a saloonless city, but not thoroughly awakened to all
the possibilities that it contained.

A lapse of two years again in which fifty-three sa-
loons were licensed, the adoption of the registration law,
and the vote again of the township which declared the
saloons an outlaw on May 7, 1912.

As a purely business proposition and one that is
daily growing upon the sensibilities of the men who are
actively engaged in trade and in manufacturing, it is be-
coming apparent that a saloonless city, made so by a ref-
erendum vote, in which the laws are enforced by officials
who believe in the principles of temperance, is not only
possible but profitable A city, where at the end of the
so-called wet period, internal tax revenue receipts, or
government licenses, were taken from individuals, clubs
and organizations that did not possess city licenses for
for the sale of intoxicating liquors, but which now that
the city is dry, does not have within its borders a single
government license, save those held by the twenty-two
drug stores, one for its distillery and the other for its
brewery.

No social organization, club, blind pig, speakeasy, or
bootlegging joint is the possessor today in the city of a
government license.

The city has learned under the leadership of the Anti-
Saloon League of the state of Illinois, many things to
its advantage in not only the prosecution of a campaign
that has successfully led it to freedom from the licensed
saloon, but in the adoption of their suggestions in the
way of methods and law since the town has become dry,
that makes the enforcement of the law comparatively
easy, and brings about in fact what it is supposed to in
name, a town where the law is respected.

Four years ago, when the city was dry, under a reg-
istration ordinance for drug stores, anyone could go to a
drug store and simply by registering his name, obtain any
amount of liquor that he wished. This method made
saloons out of some drug stores.

Profiting by the experience, and adopting the law
submitted by the Anti-Saloon League of the state of Illi-
nois, Rockford placed in its ordinances what is known as
the prescription ordinance, by which it becomes nec-
essary that one wishing to procure alcohol or whisky at a
drug store, must have a physician’s prescription, with a

register kept of the amount, the purchaser and the name
of the doctor prescribing. This has reduced the sales of

liquor in the drug stores of Rockford to less than one
sale of liquor per drug store per day.

The arrests for drunkenness from May 7 to October
1, 1911, the last wet year, were 378. The arrests for
drunkenness from May 7 to October 1, 1912, the present
dry year, were 271. Os these 271 arrests, 3-16 obtained
their liquor in Pecatonica, a town fourteen miles to the
west in the same county with Rockford, one-half in Belvi-
dere, a town thirteen miles east in Boone county; one six-
teenth in Beloit, Wisconsin, eighteen miles north; one
sixteenth in Freeport, twenty-seven miles west; one-six-
teenth in other cities, and one-eighth in Rockford. The
above figures are furnished by the police department
which obtains its information from the men arrested for
drunkenness.

The local option law is as well respected and is as
rigidly enforced as any other law on the statute books
or any ordinance of the city. The benefits to be derived
from a saloonless city are appreciated, not only by the
overwhelming majority of the retailers and men doing
business on the street, but by the bankers whose total de-
posits at this time are nearly $1,000,000 more than they
were a year ago, with $240,000 of this amount in savings
the employers of labor who are able to keep a steadier
class of workmen, and by the workmen, themselves, who
in the past, having been the backbone of the city’s growth
and development, have learned that a check cashed in the
grocery store, meat market, or clothing store, goes farther
for the family’s good than when cashed in the saloon,
where as an act of courtesy it becomes necessary to spend
a part of it with the bartender.

Rockford has never enjoyed a greater period of pros-
perity than at the present time. Merchants report more
goods sold for cash, and consequently less credit given.
There is a great demand for houses for rent, real estate
market active, great demand for labor at the highest
wages ever paid. City is closing its fiscal year with a
record of standing well at the front in amount expended
and results obtained in public improvements, is credited
with the record of having the fewest policemen of any
city of its size in the United States, and freedom from
labor troubles.

The fight is not over. Rockford is not resting in
sweet content. She bears the proud reputation of being
the largest dry city in the state of Illinois. Rockford is
too rich a prize to be left without a struggle.

We still want a county option law, which, with the
great agricultural vote of the county, would make Peca-
tonica and Belvidere, cities on either side of us, which
have been supplying the large portion of the drunks for
our police court, impossible as recruiting stations.

The county is one of the chief units in our system
of government. We have others, as the township, city,
state, etc. The county is not only the unit for the col-
lection and distribution of taxes, but many things nec-
essary to our social and industrial prosperity find their
best expression through the county; county fairs,
farmers’ institutes, political conventions, historical so-
cieties, ets., have been associated with the county from
their organization.

County option is logical.


