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Senate Bill 194! County Option Bill
' in Senate
The county local option bill has been introduced

in the senate. It is Senate Bill No. 194. It has been
given to the license committee. The bill was intro-
duced by Senator M. H. Cleary, of Galena. Every
effort will be put forth to get a vote on it just as soon
as possible. It will depend upon the members of that
committee as to whether or not the bill will have a
fair hearing. The sentiment for county option over
the state of Illinois demands that this question, above
all others, be fought out on the floor of the senate.
The constituency of no senator will be content to have
it defeated in any other way. The liquor people, how-
ever, will do their best to keep it from being reported
out of committee. They are not willing to give the
people a chance to decide this question for themselves.
The chairman and members of the license committee
promise to give the matter fair treatment. The chair-
man has stated publicly on the floor of the senate and
has stated privately that he will be fair. To be fair in
this case, of course, will mean to let the members of
the assembly vote on this proposition. We do not
expect any unfair treatment on the part of this com-
mittee. On this committee are some of the best
temperance men in the senate. The committee is as
follows: Ettleson, chairman; Clark, Daly, Hay, Brady,
Curtis, Gray, Landee, Magill, Campbell, Carroll, Den-
vir, Gorman, Hurley, Womack and Woodard. If any
of these men represent your district you should ask
them to lend their influence in getting the bill before
the senate. You should ask them to do this at once,
so there may be plenty of time to get it before the
house and pass it. The delay in the organization of the

house, together with the fact that the other bills will be
started in the house, and that the county option bill
was presented in the house last assembly, makes it
important that this bill be presented and pressed in the
senate first this time.

A bill making it impossible to locate a saloon
within a radius of four miles of the State University
was presented in the house this week.

Pool Rooms in a Wet Town
Some people have the erroneous idea that the dis-

orderly pool room is to be found only in a dry town—

that it is a sort of substitute for the saloon, a half-way
blind pig. Chicago just at the present time is having
plenty of evidence to support the fact that the dis-
orderly pool room is not necessarily a product of a dry
town, but in fact flourishes-best where there are sa-
loons. One supports and is dependentupon the other.
The following news item is from the Record-Herald of
February 25:

Keepers of disorderly pool rooms had a
hard day yesterday. The licenses of John
Bouras, at 1833 Ogden avenue, and Charles
Andrews, at 357 West Division street, were
revoked by Mayor Harrison. Two other
keepers were fined SIOO and costs apiece, and
a fifth was raided by detectives from the Des-
plaines street police station.

Where the Saloon is Licensed
Making obscene and insulting remarks to or in the pres-

ence of women who attended the church reception at I. O. O.
F. hall on Monday night got Charley Moeller, a Strasburg
saloonkeeper, in trouble according to reports which reach
The Gazette. It is said that Moeller not only stood in his
saloon door and made such remarks but stood near the
stairway also. One of the men in defense of the women
knocked Moeller down a couple of times. He was arrested
but was discharged, probably because it was thought
that he was justified in smashing the saloonist.—Windsor
Gazette, Feb. 2, 1913.

Here is one of the advantages of having the “open,
above-board,” licensed saloons—right out on the main
street where Women and children have to pass. You
see, if that fellow were in the blind pig business, his
front door would open on the alley, and he’d miss and
his regular customers would miss the opportunity of
leering at the women and girls of the town.

Everything Optimistic
, But

We have before us, through the courtesy of a
down state banker, Monthly letter No. 30 from Ballard
& McConnell, members Pittsburgh stock exchange.
This letter is a report upon the stock market of Pitts-
burgh. We quote the next to the last paragraph in the
letter:

The one positively weak feature of the market has been
the brewing issues. Some of these have declined to the lowest
prices ever quoted, and they have displayed little or no rally-
ing power. The liquidation is due entirely to fear of legisla-
tion at Harrisburg this winter, and to the growth of the Pro-
hibition sentiment.
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