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The Right to Get Drunk
Some weeks ago, there was much comment in Ameri-

can papers on an utterance of J. Keir Hardie, member
of the British Parliament, regarding the right of a man
to get drunk. Some of the comment severely criticized
Mr. Hardie, but knowing his long record in behalf of
temperance measures, American Issue preferred to get
his exact views before making reference to the matter.

In response to an inquiry from a member of the
Issue staff, Mr. Hardie replied:

HOUSE OF COMMONS
London, England, Feb. 3, 1913.

VV. E. Johnson,
Westerville, Ohio.

Dear Sir:
The facts are as follows: A working engine driver with

a spotless thirty years’ record behind him, during which no
complaint of any kind had been made about the performance
of his duties, was dismissed from his employment on very
flimsy evidence on a charge of having been intoxicated whilst
off duty. His work mates struck to have him reinstated, and,
in the end, were successful. It was in connection with this
strike that I made my statement. I am a life abstainer and
worker in the Temperance movement, but I am not prepared
to allow an employer of labor or a big railway corporation
to say to their work people what they must do in their leisure
time as a condition of obtaining employment. To admti such
a preposterous claim would be to brand the workers as serfs.
So long as they perform their duty to their employers faith-
fully and well during their working hours I shall dispute the
right of employers to dictate how they shall spend their
leisure. I want to see working people and every other class
sober, and I made that quite clear during the course of my
speech; and I shall do everything I can to induce them to
abstain from the use of liquor, and shall also gladly see the
community endowed with power to prohibit its sale, but
I draw the line, as I hope every other sane person does, at
the right of a boss, who may himself be a very convivial
person, to force abstinence upon any work people whom he
employs, not for their good, but for his own personal
aggrandizement.

I have pleasant recollections of our former acquaintance,
and with fraternal greetings, remain,

Yours faithfully,
J. KEIR HARDIE.

In brief, Mr. Hardie stands for total abstinence of
the individual and is ready to go to the extent of pro-
hibiting the traffic. But he stoutly maintains the personal
right of an individual—even an engine driver—to get
drunk when off duty.

American Issue is ready to go the limit with any one
in the matter of personal liberty but stops short when
the rights of others are affected.

But it seems to us that Mr. Hardie, in his laudable
ardor in behalf of the laboring man has trespassed upon
the personal rights of others, whose rights ought to be as
sacred as those in whose interest he labors.

Last summer, at Corning, N. Y., an engine driver on
the Lackawanna railway drank some liquor. He did not
get especially drunk but drank enough to unstring his
nerves the next day. He was not on duty when he drank
the liquor.

But, on account of his nervous condition, the day
following, he ran past a signal and a horrid wreck fol-
lowed in which some forty people lost their lives and
about seventy-five were wounded. These facts as stated
are not disputed. They are officially established.

Mr. Hardie insists upon the sacred right of the
engineer to “get drunk” when off duty, the very thing
that led to this frightful calamity.

American Issue maintains that the mangled victims
of the Corning wreck have some personal rights in this
matter as well as the engineer.

All this is wholly apart from the rights of the corpor-
ation which was put to an expense of several hundred
thousand dollars in order that an employee might exer-
cise his personal right to “get drunk when off duty.”

Organized labor will not make friends by insisting
upon their personal right to do a thing which results in
such a frightful slaughter as that which occurred at
Corning.

Mr. Taft and the Constitution
Dr. Johnson said that “patriotism is the last refuge

of a scoundrel.”
Just so, the “Constitution” has been invoked to

shelter every species of rascality and criminality since
the days of piracy.

Slavery hid its loathsome form under the “Consti-
tution.”

So did the food poisoners. So did the lottery
sharks. So did the white slave traffickers, and so do
the blind pig keepers.

The blind pig interests shout out that Congress
alone has the sole power to regulate interstate com-
merce, and now when Congress seeks to exercise this
power the blind pig men say that it is “unconstitu-
tional.”

Every solitary lawyer in Washington who has de-
clared the Webb bill “unconstitutional” is a man who
is always on the whisky side of every proposition that
shows its head in Congress.

The men who stand for progressive measures, and
they are in the tremendous majority, have no doubt
whatever about the constitutionality of the bill.

It is not worth while to roast the president; it is
useless to speak ill of the dead. Mr. Taft has classified
and tagged himself. He will be known in history as
the only president of the United States who ever used
his veto power in the interest of lawbreakers and crim-
inals. By this act he voluntarily classified himself
with the late President Castro, of Venezuela.

What a stinging rebuke Congress administered in
overriding the president’s veto within twenty-six hours
after its receipt and without waiting to scarcely read
his message transmitting it.

The bill passed the senate over the veto within two
hours after its arrival from the White House.

This is the first time that Congress has passed a
measure over the president’s veto since 1882, when that
body passed the Chinese exclusion bill over the veto of
President Arthur.

If there is a personal devil and a real hell, the devil
must have been the author and hell the place of con-
cocting the lie that licensing a saloon solves the saloon
problem.

Go into any town, large or small. Hunt out the
most respected citizens. Some of them may have
faults, but are these citizens to be found among the
saloon’s steady customers?
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