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"Give Us County Option"
ROCK ISLAND COUNTY GRAND JURY TO THE LEGISLATURE.

Whereas, The experience of this grand jury leads it to the conclusion that
75 per cent of the cases that come before grand jurors are caused by the sa-
loon business and that the legalized liquor traffic is the most stupendous
crime-breeder in our land, therefore, be it

Resolved, By the grand jury of the January, 1913, term of the circuit
court of Rock Island county that we deem it high time that our government
went out of partnership with the liquor traffic and

Whereas, The county is the unit of taxation and a very large share of
the expense caused by crime must be borne by the county, the county should
have the right to say whether or not the source of crime should be permitted
in the county, therefore, be it further

Resolved, That this grand jury urge the legislature now in session to pass
a county option bill at this present session.

C. A. TREVOR,
Jury Foreman.

N. H. JAMIESON,
Jury Clerk.

—Resolutions adopted by the January Rock Island County Grand Jury.

The grand jury which adopted these resolutions
was in session thirty-three days, and during that time
investigated 143 different charges of crime. These
men are on record with the statement that 75 per cent,
or 107 of the cases coming under their observation, are
the result of the saloon business. What they say must
be accepted at full value, coming as it does from the
state’s inquisitorial body of men sworn to carefully and
fully investigate the criminal cases of Rock Island
county presented to them. Their declaration is not to
be discounted as coming from temperance fanatics.
They held no brief for any temperance societies. Their
findings, uninfluenced by prejudice or desire, are that
107 of the 143 criminal cases which they investigated
are the result of the saloon. Happily, these men did
not stop with merely calling attention to the saloon’s
part in Rock Island county’s criminal record. They
suggested a remedy. It is to be found with the peo-
ple. Give the voter the power to kill the source of
this 75 per cent of crime in his county if he cares to
do so, by giving him the ballot under a county local
option law. This is the petition which the grand jury
of Rock Island county respectfully addressed to the
state legislature now in session.

Without the Consent of the People.
Suppose that 75 per cent of the crime in this

county had been traced to one band of criminals. This
band, we will say, is the brains and the money power
that promote three-fourths of the crime of the county,,
but the real criminal operations are carried on by
agents who are merely acting under the direction of
the leaders. The leaders themselves never take any
active part in actually committing crime. Suppose
these agents, or some of them, are apprehended, and
the grand jury on investigation finds that they have
committed the crimes with which they are charged,
but also discovers that they are merely the agents or
tools of other fellows who are in reality responsible
for their actions. No fair-minded man would feel that
justice had been done unless all were made to suffer
alike—the leaders with the agents.

Legally speaking, this supposed case is not ana-
logous to the case of the saloon and the criminal, but
morally speaking it is. The only legal difference is
that the state, for a bribe, is permitting the saloon to-
carry on its criminal operations. It is acting, how-
ever, without the consent of people in doing this,
and now all that the Rock Island county grand jury


