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is asking is fair play. Give the case of the saloon into
the hands of the jury, the people, and let them say
whether it shall pay the penalty for its crimes or not.

Who Pays the Bill?
Crime is expensive, and the expense must be

borne by the county taxpayer. The state auditor’s re-

port shows that almost 80 per cent of the county taxes
in the state of Illinois is paid by the farmer. The
farmers, to a large extent, are entirely disfranchised
on the saloon question. For instance, here in Rock
Island county the most of the saloons are found in the
two cities of Rock Island and Moline, Rock Island
alone having about one hundred. The voters living in
the townships outside of those townships in which
Rock Island and Moline are located have no voice in
saying whether the saloons shall exist in those two
cities or not. Whatever benefit may be derived from
the license money is all enjoyed by the cities that
grant the licenses. In point of fact, there is no more
striking illustration on record of what saloons will
do for a city financially than Rock Island offers.
The city is hopelessly bankrupt. But for the sake
of argument, grant that the license money is a
benefit, let is be remembered that not a penny of
this money from the saloons doing business in incor-
porated cities and villages goes to the county treasury.
Therefore, the license money does not in any way de-
fray any of the expense of the crime caused by the sa-
loon business. It must all be borne by the taxpayer.
And the farmer, let us repeat it, in Illinois pays almost
80 per cent of the county taxes. The Rock Island
grand jury is exceedingly reasonable in its request to
the legislature that the voters be allowed to say
whether that thing which is the cause of 75 per cent
of the crime in their county, and is existing without
their consent, be allowed to longer continue.

The Saloon and Civic Life
The saloon is the dominant factor in corrupt civic

conditions. No man who has looked in upon the civic
life of Chicago will have failed to note that the saloon
is largely responsible for every corrupt condition. It
is this institution that is the greatest tool for political
corruption. This fact will soon mean the death of the
institution. Many people are today working against
the saloon who would not have been moved to do so
were it not for the fact that the saloon is attempting to
direct civic affairs. The liquor interests care little or
nothing for the success or defeat of any political party,
but do care much for the nomination and election ofmen
friendly to their interests who give and guard legis-
lation.

If the people of the state of Illinois will take time
to visit the present legislature they will see this fact
clearly illustrated. If we were to remove the members
of the present assembly who have been elected by the
temperance sentiment throughout the state, we could
easily see the value of this warfare. Put in the places
of these men those who were their opponents and were
supported by the liq*or people, and you would be
turing over the state to a set of lawmakers that would

soon destroy every atom of liberty that has been
handed down to us.

There are a few people who are inclined to look
upon the anti-saloon fight as a sort of side issue, but
to those who have come in touch with political con-
ditions such contention is easily seen to be untenable.
The fight against the saloon is the real battle in de-
fense of nation and state. The anti-saloon warfare is a

warfare for the cleansing and purifying of the political
life, and as this warfare comes nearer and nearer to
ultimate victory political corruptions are unearthed
and discovered and civic conditions made better. No
man who is interested in better political affairs will
long affiliate himself with the saloon interests in any
state. The surprise to us is that there are any men
who have high civic tendencies who do at times sup-
port the saloon cause. The liquor people are opposed
to letting the people rule on the saloon question be-
cause they do not want to lose their political power.
A vote for county option is a vote for better civic life
in the state of Illinois.

Why Kill a Corpse ?
The National Convention of Liquor Dealers, held

in Washington last December, declared “war to the
death” on the Anti-Saloon League. The Associated
Press gave this declaration wide publicity, and no man
who reads the papers could be left in ignorance of the
fact that the National Liquor Dealers’ Association had
declared its intention to completely annihiliate the
Anti-Saloon League. If we were inclined to let our-
selves be puzzled by the inconsistencies of the Liquor
Dealers’ Association, this following paragraph from
the secretary’s report to this same convention that
declared “war to the death” on the Anti-Saloon
League would be a poser for us:

A Death Blow to the Anti-Saloon League.
The last nail in the political coffin of the Anti-Saloon

League has been driven, and that right in Chicago, where the
Federated Council of the Church of Christ of America was
in session a few weeks ago in their quadrennial national con-
vention, representing thirty-two denominations of this nation,
and with nearly 18,000,000 members. It came like lightning
from a clear sky to the Anti-Saloon League. It is admitted
on every hand that the League cannot survive the jolt it re-
ceived in this great gathering.

If the jolt referred to above, which in fact never
occurred, is fatal, why go to all the trouble of calling
upon the membership of the Liquor Dealers’ Asso-
ciation to renew their allegiance to that body and to
enter into a campaign to kill the League?

Practically every denominational body represent-
ed in the Federated Council of Churches referred to
above has officially endorsed the League and its work,
and because that is so the liquor dealers are finding it
the liveliest corpse that they have ever had any dealings
with.

An effort was recently made by the wets of Clay-
ton, a settlement southwest of Evanston, to incorpor-
ate the community as a village, the object, of course,
being to establish saloons. They were defeated by a
vote of six to one. It is now planned by the victors
to make an effort to annex the suburb to the dry city
of Evanston.
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