
The Traffle in Drink is the Cause of
the Traffic in Girls

[By Jean M’Millan Morrow, in The United Presbyterian.]

In the United Presbyterian of December 26, the present
writer made the statement concerning the White Slave Traffic
—“a traffic which, but for liquor, would not exist.”

That statement is unexpectedly verified by the following
from Mrs. Charlton Edholm Sibley, a high, if not the highest
authority, on the question. She says: “The traffic in girls
is promoted by the traffic in drink,” and adds: “Just two
statements to prove that the traffic in drink causes the traffic
in girls. Some years ago the authorities in New York City
determined to stop the sale of liquor in the houses of shame—-
not to save boys and girls, but because the houses paid no
license. Consternation reigned among the keepers It
was currently reported that these keepers of girl slaves sent
a deputation to the mayor saying ‘We can’t run our business
unless you let us have liquor’ .... The mayor said ‘with
8,000 saloons in New York City can’t men get all the liquor
they want?’ The slave keeper answered ‘Yes! but we must
have liquor in the house to sell.’ ” Surely the traffic in
drink causes the traffic in girls. Contrast this proof with
the further proof from Topeka, Kansas.

Several years ago, when I was lecturing on “The Traffic
in Girls” my good comrade, Rev. Charles Sheldon, invited me
to speak in his pulpit in a series of purity meetings I was
to begin in Topeka. It was my custom in those days to visit

Meredosia Continues Dry
The no-license voters of Meredosia have nom-

inated a city ticket headed by the present mayor, Hon.
John G. Berger. All the candidates are business men
and with one exception are at present holding public
office, and all have made good.

Drunkenness and bootlegging have been reduced
to a minimum in Meredosia. The mayor has dem-
onstrated to the entire satisfaction of both the wets
and the drys that the no-license law can be enforced
even in a river town. Traveling men are remarking
that Meredosia is the driest town they ever saw. Dur-
ing Mayor Berger’s entire term there has been but one
drunken man in the city jail who was a resident of
Meredosia.

A detailed account of all public money received
and expended, just published, shows that the ridding
of the saloons has saved the taxpayers of the city a
great deal of money. The voters have come to know
the necessity of having a dry city administration if the
no-license law is to be truly effective, and the same
sentiment that voted the city dry will make a mistake
if they fail to re-elect Mayor Berger and his board.

Cleaning Up the Barbary Coast
A San Francisco dispatch under date of February

27 appearing in the daily press says:
The Barbary Coast, for sixty years a famous spot, !s

doomed. Friday at midnight the scores of divekeepers will
close their doors never to re-open them, and the forbidden
pleasures and lurid entertainments of the tenderloin will be
a thing of the past.

The passing of the Barbary Coast is due to a recent ruling
of the police commission which prevents women from enter-
ing the dance halls and other resorts.

the haunts of shame of every city in which I spoke, that l
might tell the people of the home missionary work to be
done in their own city, to save their own children from the
hell of the saloon and the haunts of shame. So I said to the
Chief of Police of Topeka, “I want to visit the houses of sin
in your city.” To my amazement he responded, “We don’t
have any houses of sin in Topeka.” I said, “do you meant

to tell me that in the capital city of the state of Kansas you
have no houses of shame? How do you explain, when usually
the capitals of states are notoriously vile?” He said, “The
way I explain it is that we have a state law prohibiting the
liquor traffic and during this administration the law is being
enforced, and you can’t find a house of sin in Topeka. But if
tomorrow we let the men get whisky again, tomorrow night
there would be a lot of girls for sale just as there are in other
state capitals, where they license the liquor traffic.”

To corroborate this statement, which overwhelmed me
with joy, as the slogan of my lectures was always the cry—-
“The traffic in drink causes the traffic in girls”—l inter-
viewed the newspaper men, who always know what is going
on, and they told me the same story.

Keep it before the people. ‘THE TRAFFIC IN DRINK
IS THE CAUSE OF THE TRAFFIC IN GIRLS.” No
comment is necessary.

Within another month, it is said, Pacific Street will be asi

dull and unfrequented as the Farral ones. The divekeepers
and managers of dance halls will not attempt to evade. They
believe that the commission means business and will quit.
It will be under protest, however.

This is a move in the right direction. San Fran-
cisco ought to clean up morally preparatory to acting
as host during the Panama-Pacific Exposition in 1915,
if for no other reason. There has been introduced in
the legislature a red-light injunction and abatement
bill designed to kill the vile resorts of the Barbary
Coast, which bill will clinch the action of the police
commission if enacted. There is also a bill introduced
to forbid the sale or service of liquor within 150 yards
of the exposition grounds. It can hardly be hoped to
pass this bill without the help of the moral citizenship
of the nation. Strong pressure from every state in the
Union will help in securing the co-operation of the
exposition commissioners and assure the passage of
the bill by the legislature.

B. €r O. Railroad Fighting Saloons
The Chicago Record Herald of March 5 says:
In connection with its campaign against the use by

employees of intoxicating liquor, the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad has issued an order forbidding any employee to
indorse an application for a liquor license. This rule is sup-
plemental to an order recently issued which provides that any
employee who enters a saloon will be dismissed from the
service.

From which we would infer that the B. & O. R. R.
“don’t like the saloons nohow.”

There are some alleged statesmen, anxious for
their political hereafter, who make the mistake of hold-
ing their ear so close to the bung hole that they cannot
hear the tramp of freemen marching on to victory.


