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The Daily News “Calls” the
United Societies

The Chicago Daily News rebukes the United So-
cieties for their effrontery in seeking to pledge pro-
spective aldermen to stand for special favors to liquor
dealers.

Some folks were startled by the charges made by
Judge Gcmmill respecting the liquor trade and its in-
fluence upon the administration of law; they wonder-
ed how such conditions could be. The explanation is
found in the activities of the United Societies as re-
vealed in their effort to control aldermen. It would
be better for their cause if the leaders of the United
Societies were not too stupid to understand the News
editorial. People are patient, but there is a limit, and
that limit is almost reached. The News says:

WET GOODS AND CITY GOVERNMENT
If the dry goods stores of Chicago or the

meat markets or the drug stores of Chicago
should combine and go into politics for the
purpose of securing control of the city coun-
cil in their own special interest, the Chicago
public would need to protect itself from such
an arrogant combination. Yet the saloon in-
terests, working through the officers of the
United Societies, are out as usual trying to
secure pledges from the candidates for aider-
men on the subject of liquor selling. These
interests, by the way, form the only class of
sellers of goods that systematically under-
take to dictate to aldermen, actual or pro-
spective, on matters relating to the sale of
goods.

This piece of effrontery should be re-
sented by every self-respecting candidate for
public office. The pretensions of the dealers
in drinks are all the more extraordinary in
view of the fact that they are engaged in a
business which the world over is recognized
as necessarily under police control. Common
sense if not common decency should suggest
to them the wisdom of conducting them-
selves discreetly and modestly in their ques-
tionable calling, for arrogance does not be-
come those whose business must be continu-
ally under police supervision for the protec-
tion of the public.

Former Alderman Snow, who is a candi-
date for the council in the Seventh ward, has
taken the proper course in declining to sign
The United Societies’ pledge. For one thing,
that pledge seeks to bind members of the
council not to interfere with the present sys-
tem of granting special bar permits. Mr.
Snow interprets this as an effort to prevent
further regulation of liquor selling in connec-
tion with public dance halls. He gives it as
his deliberate judgment, after careful study
of the subject, “that lax supervision of public
dance halls and the unrestricted sale of liquor
in such places is one of the most serious evils

that must be combated in the effort to stamp
out or control the social evil." Evidently the
United Societies officials find that they can-
not afford to appear in the light of champion-
ing a wide-open policy of granting bar per-
mits, for last evening they declared them-
selves in favor of restrictions. Mr. Snow has
apparently assisted in forcing this declaration
from them.

Mr. Snow, by his attitude, has set a valu-
able example to all candidates for the city
council who are cowardly enough to think of
surrendering to spokesmen for the United
Societies.

They Burned Up the Blind Pigs
Salem, the county seat town of Marion county,

came close to being the scene of a lynching bee on
the night of March 14. Governor Dunne sent three
companies of militia at the request of the sheriff of
the county, and thereby prevented this disgrace. The
mob had already formed and was storming the jail.
Whisky, as usual, had more than a minor part in the
affair. Thomas Sullens was taken into custody on
the charge of attacking a little daughter of Judge Holt.
He confessed his guilt, but implicated Ernest Har-
rison, who is known as a notorious blind pigger. He
said Harrison had given him whisky and money as a
bribe to commit the crime. He said that Harrison
planned the crime as a revenge on Judge Holt be-
cause the Judge had prosecuted him in a certain mur-
der case. Harrison was promptly arrested, and when
the citizens heard the story as told by Sullens, the
mob quickly formed, intent upon lynching the two
men.

Instinctively the people, on hearing of Harrison’s
connection with the crime, associated the liquor busi-
ness with it. They seemed, in their own minds, to
have indicted whisky as an accessory, for the press
dispatch says that they immediately raided the places
suspected of being under the control of Harrison, de-
stroyed the liquor they found in these places and set
the buildings on fire. They quickly went from joint
to joint, firing each place and destroying all the liquor
found. Riots generally close saloons temporarily, and
invariably the first step taken by the authorities of a
city which is in the hands of a mob, after wiring for
militia, is to order the saloons closed. It is to be
sincerely hoped that this riot will close these joints
permanently; that these blind pigs that have been
burned out will stay burned out.

What a Man Will Do
for a Drink

A weeping, trembling old woman, 79 years of
age, stood before Judge Sabath, of the municipal
court, in Chicago last week, and sobbed out this piti-
ful story:

I can’t stand him any longer, judge, although he is my
only son. My other three boys are dead. It breaks my
heart to see my only son leave me when I am in my last
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