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I EDGAR BRIANT MERITT |
|| For several years there has been a continuous stream of %
% scandal pouring out of the Indian office owing to the manipu- %
% lation, influence and interference of thieves, whisky peddlers
% and grafters. Commissioner Leupp ruined his health in his *|
* struggles to break up these corrupt intrigues. Commissioner %
% Valentine went the same way, leaving the politicians practi- %
% cally supreme in the saddle. The Indian Rights’ Association $

and its allied organizations, as well as the temperance people *

❖ generally, are asking for the appointment of E. B. Meritt, *

❖ chief law officer of the Indian bureau, to this post. Meritt has %
❖ a long record in fighting these thieves, liquor and otherwise. %
❖ It was his work that defeated the political steal of the $lO,- ❖
❖ 000,000 San Carlos irrigation site, which was about to be *>

* handed out as a free gift to the Southern Pacific Railway Com- ❖
❖ pany. He was also instrumental in defeating the proposal of J;
* plunder of the Santa Clara Indians of New Mexico, and give *

£ the land to other Indians as a “punishment” to the Indians %
|| for complaining of their superintendent for selling liquor *

% illegally. |
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White House Under Wilson

to Be Dry
Washington, D. C., March.—The

White House, during the Wilson oc-
cupancy, will be dry. It has become
known that the president and his fam-
ily are averse to the use of intoxicants,

including wine in any form. Intoxi-
cating liquors will have no place in the
official residence during the next four
years unless the president’s views un-
dergo a radical change.

Secretary of State Bryan, of course,
has been a Prohibitionist and total ab-

stainer for many years. On one oc-
casion he would have made Prohibi-
tion a national issue, and it is due
him largely that Prohibition legis-
lation in Nebraska was put into effect.
Speaker Clark is a teetotaler. In the
recent passage of the Webb bill the
speaker was fair and honorable with
the temperance forces. The fact that
a large number of the Democratic ma-
jority men are from the South, where-
Prohibition is general, makes it a cer-
tainty that there will be less wine and*
wassail in Washington in this quad-
rennium than for many years. The
present administration bids fair to-
rival that of President Hayes, when
wines and liquors were banished from
the White House as soon as Lucy
Webb Hayes became its mistress.

Alcohol Rots the Mind Says
Report

Harrisburg, Pa., March io.—By an
act of the legislature of 1911, a com-
mission was created to study and re-
port on the subject of “Segregation,
Care and Treatment of Feeble-Minded
and Epileptic Persons.”

After two years of work, this com-
mission on March 5, presented its
report to the legislature. It finds
more than s>3°o feeble-minded persons
being cared for in the institutions of
he state at this time. The commission

expresses the conviction that this
represents only a small percentage of
those who can be properly classified
as feeble-minded.

In discussing the causes of mental
deficiency the commission recommends
the establishment of a state institution
for the treatment of inebriates. The
report says:

“The fact that alcoholism and feeble-
mindedness are so intimately related
brings this subject within the pro-
vince of this commission, which from
its investigation feels warranted in
making the declaration that alcohol-
ism, next to heredity, is the most
prominent contributory cause in pro-
ducing mental defect, degeneration
and disease.”

DRY STEEL TRUST CITY.
Walkerville, Mich., March.—Pontiac

will be the name of the new city to
be established by the steel corporation,
and Pontiac will be as dry as a herr-
ing bone. Prohibition, indeed, will be
one of the features of the new city,
according to William Woollatt, of this
city, who is to be mayor of the new
municipality, which is in Ontario, just
across the border. The mayor-elect
says the governing body realizes the
baneful effects of the sale of liquor on
employees of the mills and will bar
it out relentlessly.

“Mam, can you do somethin’ for a
sufferer in the war in the Balkans?”

"In what manner did you suffer?”
“I was a proofreader on a daily

paper.”—Houston Post.
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