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Wretched Work of Rum Rule
in East St. Louis, 111

East St. Louis, 111., March.—This
city has 350 saloons and thirteen
wholesale liquor houses and is finan-
cially strapped. License money pours
in by the hundreds of dollars, but the
municipal government is bankrupt.
Here are the facts in the case:

From the first of August, 1912, to
January 1, 1913, firemen, policemen
and all other city employees were
compelled to go without their pay.
Was relief afforded at the beginning
of the new year? Yes, and this is how
it was done: Every liquor dealer was
compelled to pay his license in ad-
vance for a year. The fee is SSOO.
This payment helped out for a time,
and now the taxes are coming in, but
beyond a doubt before the first of
July the finances will be exhausted
again. There will be no funds to meet
running expenses, to say nothing of
providing for emergencies, unless
some new plan is devised.

No bank in this city will loan a dol-
lar to the city. Saloons not only have
not helped the city but have been the
•cause of most of the expense, not only
for police department expenditures
and care of the poor, but because of
graft and corruption in which the sa-
loon men and their allies have had
part.

Yet every day some fellow comes
along and points out what a great
benefit the revenues from our 350 sa-
loons and thirteen liquor houses is to
our municipal treasury.

STATE-WIDE PROHIBITION
MOVEMENT IN FLORIDA

Jacksonville, Fla., March 5. An-
other state-wide Prohibition move-
ment is planned, as a result of the
meeting of the Anti-Saloon League
in annual convention here.

Basing his conclusions on the pass-
age of the Webb law, which passed
Congress by a large majority, Presi-
dent Don C. McMullen, of Tampa,
summed up the situation as most fa-
vorable for Prohibition, and in his ad-
dress urged the beginning at once of
a state-wide campaign for the cause
with the purpose of holding an elec-
tion on the matter as soon as the sen-
timent of the people in the state is
sufficiently crystallized for the suc-
cess probable of the undertaking.

WHAT A BUM JUDGE DID
Lock Haven, Pa., March 8. Li-

cense court was held in this county
some weeks ago. The most interest-
ing event connected with it was the
fight over an application for license
in Beech Creek Borough. In exam-
ining the petitions and remonstrances
presented at that time we find that
sixty-six voters and seventy women of
full age signed the remonstrance.
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There were thirty signers to the
application. There wetfe sixty-four
other men living in the adjoining com-
munities and thirty-two women who
signed the remonstrance also. There
had been no saloon in the community
for many years. In spite of this over-
whelming protest on the part of the
people, Judge Hall granted the license.
He gave as his reason for doing so
that he had personally visited Beech
Creek and. found it infested with
speakeasies. He took this method of
getting rid of them. This is another
illustration showing that the Matt
remonstrance bill giving the majority
the right to shut the saloon out by
remonstrance is a just measure and
ought to be passed.
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