
Candidates for Alderman Repudi-
ating the Support of the

United Societies
I

Never before has there been such a wholesale repudiation of the United Societies by candidates for
aldermen as in the present campaign. We publish below a copy of the letter which they have been send-
ing out to these candidates. They have been insistent that the candidates state their position with refer-
ence to their demands.

We reprinted last week in full the editorial of the Daily News on this subject, but some of the points
which the Daily News brought out should be repeated in this connection. It says:

The saloon interests, working through the officers of the United Societies, are out as usual trying to secure pledges
from candidates for aldermen on the subject of liquor selling. These interests, by-the-way, form the only class of sellers
of goods that systematically undertake to dictate to aldermen, actual or prospective, on matters relating to the sale of
goods. This piece of effrontery should be resented by every self-respecting candidate for public office. The pretentions
of the dealers in drinks are all the more extraordinary in .dew of the fact that they are engaged in a business which
the world over is recognized as necessarily under police control. Common sense, if not common decency should suggest
to them the wisdom of conducting themselves discreetly and modestly in their questionable calling, for arrogance does not

become those whose business must be continually under police serveillance for the protection of the public. Former
Alderman Snow, who is candidate for council in the Seventh ward, has taken the proper course in declining to sign the
United Societies pledge Mr. Snow, by his attitude, has set a valuable example to all candidates for the city coun-

cil who are cowardly enough to think of surrendering to the spokesman for the United Societies,

The pledge which the United Societies sent to

candidates for aldermen is as follows:
Expression of Views by Candidate for Public Office to the

United Societies for Local Self Government.

The undersigned respectfully represents that he is a
candidate for the office of alderman, on the...........ticket,
of the ward, at the election to be held in Chicago,
Tuesday, April i, A. D. 1913- . .

That he favors the objects for which the United Societies

for local self-government are organized:
That he believes every citizen should be protected in the

full enjoyment of all the personal rights and liberties J?uar-
anteed him by the constitution of the United States and the
state of Illinois; . ...

And that, if elected alderman to the city council, he will
use all honorable means to promote such objects;

1. That he will oppose all laws known as BLUj:.

LAWS” and that he specifically declares that he is opposed
to a closed Sunday and all such ordinances tending to curtail
the citizens of Chicago in the enjoyment of their liberties
on the weekly day of rest. .

2. That he is in favor of the “Special Bar Permits, be-
ing issued by the city of Chicago to reputable societies or
organizations, under the ordinance now in force, for the pur-
pose of permitting such societies to hold their customary
entertainments.

3. That he will oppose the further extension of the
Prohibition territory within the city limits, unless such ex-
tension is demanded by a majority of the residents in a
district in which, at least, two-thirds of the building lots are
improved with dwelling houses.

4. That he is unalterably opposed to having the anti-
saloon territory extended to the city of Chicago.

Chicago, March , A. D. 1913.
Name
Residence

Received and placed on file March i9 1 3-

Secretary of the United Societies
for Local Self-Government and

The Liberty League.
Accompanying this pledge they sent the following

letter:
George Landau, Pres. C. F. Pettkoske, Fin. Secretary
Anton J. Cermak, Secy. Leopold Neumann, Organizer
A. H. Rosenstiel, Treas. A. Landa. Sergeant-at-Arms

UNITED SOCIETIES
Our Country for
Liberty Local Self-Government
Independence LIBERTY LEAGUE

Suite 705-6 City Hall Square Building
127-39 N. Clark Street, Near Randolph

CHICAGO.

Dear Sir:
The Political Action Committee has been authorized to

inquire of you whether, if elected as a member of the board
of aldermen, you would act in accordance with the principles
of the United Societies and the Liberty League.

We aim to do justice to every candidate, and you may
add such other and further information that -will aid us in
making proper and just recommendations for the office you
seek. Such information is for the use of our committee only
and will otherwise be treated as strictly confidential.

The time before election being short, we would be great-
ly obliged to you for an immediate expression of your views
on these principles.

JOSEPH Z. UHLIR, Chairman
A. J. CERMAK, Secretary

Political Action Committee of the
United Societies for Local Self-Government

and the Liberty League
P. S. Send reply not later than inarch 15, to our officeroom 705-6 City Hall Square Bldg., 139 N. Clark St.,

Chicago, 111.
The Anti-Saloon League addressed to the candi-

dates for aldermen in the 2d, 3d, 6th, 7th, Bth, 13th,
14th, 21st, 23d, 25th, 26th, 27th, 31st, 32d, 34th and
35th w’ards the following letter:

March 20, 1913.An article will appear in next week’s number of
our paper, The American Issue, giving a copy of the
letter submitted by the United Societies to the candi-
dates for aldermen/

Do you want your name listed in this article as
one of those who repudiated the support of the United
Societies? It will be necessary to have this informa-
tion not later than Saturday noon, March 22, if you
desire it printed.

Sincerely yours,
THE ANTI-SALOON LEAGUE OF ILLINOIS,

E. J. Davis,
EJD-LAS Chicago District Supt.

In response to the above letter we have received
authority from the following among other candidates
to list their names as being opposed to the demands
made by the United Societies:

Seventh Ward—B. W. SNOW, CHARLES E.
MERRIAM.

Thirteenth Ward—NINIAN H. WELCH.
Twenty-third Ward—A. O. ERICKSON.


