
THE AMERICAN ISSUEMarch 28, 1913.

What’s the Matter in Milwaukee?
Milwaukee is said to have a couple thousand sa-

loons or so, all duly licensed by the city and state to
peddle debauchery, to spread
disease and to promote dis-

y city reveals a kaleidoscope

|gg||l9r • stacks, boozing pens, red
' light districts and socialists

Great Seal of Milwaukee chasing about like red ants
in a manure patch.

To say anything disrespectful of this foolishness
in Milwaukee is like cussing the Irish in Cork.

The Milwaukeeites roll their eyes to heaven like a
sick guinea and declare that if they prohibit this booz-
ing business the people will all go to hitting the pipe,
taking cocaine and all these horrid things.

But right now the people up there are in the very
midst of an attempt to stamp out the cocaine habit,
which has grown up under the nourishing care of the
license system. The Oshkosh Northwestern describes
the situation thus:

An anti-cocaine crusade which has been launched in Mil-
waukee has developed some rather startling disclosures at the
very start. More than two scores of boys and young men
summoned before the district attorney admitted they were
users of the deadly drug, and also implicated many others.
Some of the lads were mere schoolboys, belonging to re-
spectable and well-to-do families, and. according to their
stories the use of cocaine is becoming increasingly common
among their associates. Not only boys are using the drug,
moreover, but girls are also addicted to the habit. And a
very important and significant lead was developed by the
claim that “agents” frequently “work” the public dance halls,
picking out likely victims and inducing them to try cocaine,
thereby starting fresh habitual users on the downward path.

American Issue humbly asks Milwaukee why it is
that if “Prohibition don’t prohibit,” they are making
all this hullaballoo about a little bit of cocaine.

And if the cocaine habit is a thing peculiar to dry
localities, what is the cause of this deplorable mess in
Milwaukee, where there are 2,000 saloons?

If Milwaukee had less beer and more brains, she
might be able to figure something out of this situation.

How dreadful it is for a municipality to have
neither brains to think nor eyes to see—nothing but
a mouth to drink.

Dayton Journal on “Bunk”
Dayton, Ohio, Journal, that great authority on

“bunk.” is sore distressed about the Webb bill. It
urges that:

Even with the Webb-Kenyon law in force, anybody liv-
ing in a Prohibition state will still be perfectly free to order
from another state alcoholic drinks for his own consumption.
If it is found that he is ordering the stuff to sell to others,
he may be prosecuted. But such prosecution was already
provided for under the state laws.

Sure, such “prosecution was already provided for
under state laws,” but the man who shipped it in was
beyond the jurisdiction of the court, and anybody who
was thirsty could go to the local bank, take up a bill
of lading consigned to “John Smith,” and step around
to the express office and get his bottle, and if the local

authorities interfered they would be hauled into a fed-
eral court therefor.

The local sheriff could sit there and see the whole
transaction, and if he interfered he himself would be
subject to arrest by the federal authorities.

As it is under the Webb law, the local authorities
can exercise their search and seizure laws and destroy
these big shipments of liquor for such purposes. The
federal authorities mind their own business and can’t
give their protection.

Journal further laments, to-wit:
There seems to be good ground for the very general

suspicion that the bill, to use a colloquialism, is a piece of
bunk. In other words, it represents an insincere endeavor to
make the temperance constituents of the legislators who vot-
ed for it think it amounted to something in the way of tem-
perance reform, when in reality it amounts to nothing and
was never intended to amount to anything.

Sincere and honest legislation may do a great deal to
protect young people from temptation, but there is little hope
that people generally can be legislated into the habit of
temperance. The actual consumption of liquor in the United
States during the past year was i.-h »h the greatest, on recor 1.

Journal is exhorted to pull in its line, for it has
more seaweed on its hook. The editor’s attention is
invited to the Wine and Spirit Circular, last number,
published within a hundred miles of the Journal office,
and which has seven pages of shrieks about the dis-
ruption that this “bunk” bill will play with the liquor
business. There is no “bunk” in it to the liquor men.

It may be that the people cannot be legislated
into “the habit of temperance,” but the state can at
least quit legislating people into habits of intemper-
ance by providing by law a boozing emporium on
every other street corner.

Journal also disputes the official statistics as to
the consumption of liquors. The advance sheets of
the statistical Abstract of the United States gives the
per capita consumption as follows:

Gallons
Liquor 1911 1912

Spirits 1.46 1.44
Wine 67 .58
Malt Liquor 20.79 19.96

Total -22.79 21.98
American Issue hopes that Dayton Journal will

repent and quit unloading on its suffering subscribers
any more such “bunk” as this.

The Whisky Mill
[By Hugh Jadwin, in New Republic.]

Oh, listen to tHe whisky-mill,
Through all the livelong day:

“Some other man may have your job,
All we want is your pay;

When once you’ve'reached the ladder’s top.
It’s easy to come down,

We have the stuff that routs dull care,
And chases every frown;

You know yourself that all you get
Is malice and abuse,

Why toil and moil your life away,
Oh, piffle! what’s the use?

Away with care, away with toil,
Ambition’s but a toy;

Come join our gay, light-hearted crowd,
And we will show you joy!—
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