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St. Louis Excise Man Bawls Out
Saloonkeepers

St. Louis, March.—“Home rule will
make St. Louis dry,” is the declara-
tion of Excise Commissioner Thomas
L. Anderson. The commissioner says
this city does not need home rule to
make it a great city, but does need
■“the removal of the strangling hands
of Big Business from her throat.”

Anderson is heartily in favor of
submitting the St. Louis home rule
Bills passed by the present legislature
to a referendum vote of the people of
Missouri, although he expresses his
certainty that they are unconstitution-
al and not worth the paper they are
written on. ,

Should home rule go into effect in
St. Louis, Anderson declares, it means
open saloons, and the open saloon, he
asserts, will make Missouri a Prohi-
bition state within a few years.

“The home rule bills will and should
be referred to the people of the state
for their approval or rejection, and I
understand that a petition for refer-
endum will be presented in accord-
ance with the demands of The St.
Louis Star and The Republic in their
vigorous editorials of an earlier date,”
said Mr. Anderson.

“Speaking of home rule, a number
of years ago the largest distillery in
the world was located at Des Moines,
lowa. There were a few home rule
chanticleers and open-Sunday men
who continually advocated measures
like those suggested in St. Louis, and
the result was that lowa went dry
and they had to rip the machinery
out of the largest distillery in the
world and ship it to Peoria.

Predicts Prohibition.
“From present indications it will

not be many years until every brew-
ery in St. Louis will find its location
within a stone’s throw of the world’s
largest distillery.

“Section 7216 of the Revised Stat-
utes which prohibits the sale of liquor
on Sunday is continually referred to
as the ‘blue law.’

“It is not blue at all, it is as red
as fire, and filled with more dyna-
mite than any other statute on the
books.

“I was born, raised and educated in
this state, have visited every county
in it, have made campaign speeches
throughout it for twenty years, and I
think I know something about the
sentiment of the people in this state.

“It is only a question of time with
the continued brewery agitation of
anti-lid measures until Prohibition
carries in this state. The main argu-
ment that ‘saved St. Louis’ when
Amendment No. 10 was submitted,
was that a saloon operated under the
law, abiding by the law and obeying it,
was better than a blind tiger. Until
this Section 7216 is repealed any vio-
lation of it will sooner or later cause

Prohibition to carry in the state of
Missouri.

“St. Louis does not need an open
Sunday +o make it a great city. More
than anything else, she needs the re-
moval of the strangling hands of ‘Big
Business’ from her throat. Let her
have one good free breath; let her
have a free bridge, an open, untram-
meled highway to the East; let her
be rid of the influences that fatten on
special privileges at the ‘hands of
packed municipal assemblies, demol-
ish the St. Louis Money Trust that
crushes the life out of our small mer-
chants through usurious loans, and
St. Louis will not have a vacant house j
in it. She will come into her own,
and will grow to be a city of two
million inhabitants.”
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