
An Era of Humanitarianism is Succeeding that
of Commercialism

In discussing the inaugural address of President
Wilson, the Cincinnati Enquirer says the country is
moving out of the era of commercialism and industrial-
ism and into that of humanitarianism. That great
newspaper believes the time has come when less
emphasis will be laid on things material and more at-
tention will be given to the humane side, and that
while heretofore the toil of men, women and children
has been regarded as a commodity, to be purchased like
any other commodity, at the lowest price to which it
could be forced, we are now to give more attention to
the betterment of conditions surrounding the indi-
vidual, making more wholesome and pleasant the en-
vironment and bringing a greater degree of comfort
and happiness to those less favorably situated.

The Enquirer thinks “there should be a thorough
investigation of conditions and needs, and it ought to
be made apparent how much of the want and misery
which exist are due to intemperance, deliberate vice and
lack of thrift. No man ought to expect to have made
up to him by the law or by benevolence what he de-
liberately throws away or wastes, or what he fails to
make and save when he has the opportunity.”

The Enquirer points to the enormous sum spent
each year in this country for drink anjl calls attention
to the fact that a large proportion comes from the
ranks of labor and from those who cannot afford to
make such expenditures.

There is no question that the Enquirer is right.
Attention is being directed to causes of social and
economic wrongs, and when the American people set
about to remedy these wrongs, they will do it, for at
heart the people are right and want to do right.

The era of commercialism has so engrossed the
attention of such a large per cent of citizens that they
have hitherto given little consideration to questions
which demand solution for the good of the individual
and the public.

Our warm-hearted and sympathetic people go
down into their pockets to care for the back-door
products of the saloon. They build and maintain hos-
pitals, asylums, almshouses, orphanages and penal and
reformatory institutions, but they have been slow to
see that this is poor economy so long as the proces-
sion is permitted to pass through the front door of the
saloon. They are realizing there is little sense, on the
one hand, to maintain the church and educational in-
stitutions to build up a religious and intelligent citizen-
ship. while on the other hand permitting to exist the
conscienceless liquor traffic which is doing everything
in its power to tear down and destroy that which the
church and school are attempting to build up.

With the dawning of the new era which the En-
quirer notes, the signs of which are all about us, the
people are going to give more attention to the results
of the liquor traffic, and with that attention the senti-
ment against the whole miserable business will grow
stronger until it will take the sensible course of com-
pletely eliminating the traffic.

There is no argument in favor of the saloon from

either a moral or business standpoint, and as this truth
is borne in upon the people, they will turn away from
the nostrums and remedies which do not satisfy and
will demand and secure state-wide and nation-wide
Prohibition, which, after all, is the real remedy and the
goal towards which every true temperance worker is
striving.

Hobson Addresses Sunday
Evening Club

Congressman Hobson addressed the Sunday Even-
ing Club in Chicago last week on the subject, “Char-
acter Building and Patriotism.” He did not neglect to
pay a compliment to the “great destroyer,” alcohol.
He said:

‘This nation should also lead the world in a move-
ment for Prohibition. If we could eliminate the curse
of alcohol we would save 2,000 lives a day. When man
gets to using alcohol he reverts to savagery; it under-
mines his constitution so that he cannot withstand dis-
ease.

“We should devote our energies to character
building. The greatest thing in a nation’s life is to
promote the raising of the standards of character. If
a nation would be strong it must insure a high average
standard for its people. Below a certain minimum
standard the people degenerate.

“The battles of civilization must be won by laying
a foundation of right thinking, good living and tireless
hard work.

“The case of the city of Chicago is as good an
example as any. I doubt if there is any city that has
as great problems to solve as Chicago. She is on the
frontier of the world and is called upon to solve her
problems in such away as will stop degeneracy and
help character building.”

Decreed
The saloon must go,
With its crime and woe,

And all of its evils that burden us so.
The careless church member—-

• Who fails to remember
That duty should spur him to master the foe—

His actions say no,
But yet it will go!

Awake! Face to the foe!
Fan the embers aglow.

That still in the conscience are slumbering low;
While victims are weeping.
Can Christians lie sleeping?

For God and His cause strike the death-dealing blow!
The saloon must go!
For God’s Word says so.

—The Vanguard.

There is not a license law in any state which
gives satisfaction to the people.


